Department of Political Science 
Program Assessment Survey
This questionnaire is designed to help the political science faculty assess the political science curriculum at Wittenberg.  As a senior major, you have pursued a course of study designed around a set of learning goals to help you better understand political and governmental structures and processes, and the presence and role of human diversity in the political world.  We are interested in how well our courses and major requirements help students achieve key learning goals.  Your response to these questions will help us find ways to improve the program.  Please take a few minutes to complete the survey.

Department Learning Goals
The faculty developed the political science curriculum around the three broad learning goals of:  A) Understanding Politics, B) Analyzing Politics, and C) Critically Evaluating Politics.  

Please answer the following questions regarding the 4 goals of Understanding Politics
Understanding Politics essentially refers to the ability of a student to describe the political world and includes 4 specific goals: 1) describing the roles of citizens and/or subjects in different political systems, 2) describing political structures, institutions, processes, and systems, 3) identifying and describing  interdisciplinary linkages important to the study of politics, and 4) describing different theories and methods of studying politics, and the role of theory in political analysis.   

Goal 1:  A student should be able to describe the roles of citizens and/or subjects in different political systems.

I have been able to achieve this learning goal.
Strongly Agree








Strongly Disagree
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5
Comments:
Goal 2:  A student should be able to describe political structures, institutions, processes, and systems.

I have been able to achieve this learning goal.
Strongly Agree








Strongly Disagree
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5
Comments:

Goal 3:  A student should be able to identify and describe interdisciplinary linkages important to political science.

I have been able to achieve this learning goal.
Strongly Agree








Strongly Disagree
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5
Comments:
Goal 4:  A student should be able to describe different theories and methods of studying politics, and the role of theory in political analysis.
I have been able to achieve this learning goal.

Strongly Agree








Strongly Disagree
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5
Comments:
Which course(s) were most effective in your ability to achieve the Understanding Politics Goal?

What specific assignment(s) can you point to that you believe helped you achieve the Understanding Politics Goal?

Please answer the following questions regarding the 4 goals of Analyzing Politics
Analyzing Politics refers to the ability of a student to utilize political science tools, concepts, theories, and data to explain the political world.  While description is a fundamental component, at the heart of analysis is an effort to answer the essential “Why?” question.  Given this, four specific learning goals in this category include: 1) demonstrating an ability to utilize the comparative framework, and theoretical models, for studying politics, 2) demonstrating proficiency in the use of various tools of analysis such as library research skills, computer skills, and data collection techniques, 3) demonstrating proficiency in the presentation of information, particularly empirical data, and 4) demonstrating the ability to create a research design.

Goal 1:  A student should be able to demonstrate an ability to utilize the comparative framework, and theoretical models, for studying politics.

I have been able to achieve this learning goal.
Strongly Agree








Strongly Disagree
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5
Comments:
Goal 2:  A student should be able to demonstrate proficiency in the use of various tools of analysis such as library research skills, computer skills, and data collection techniques.

I have been able to achieve this learning goal.

Strongly Agree








Strongly Disagree
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5
Comments:
Goal 3:  A student should be able to demonstrate proficiency in the presentation of information, particularly empirical data.

I have been able to achieve this learning goal.

Strongly Agree








Strongly Disagree
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5
Comments:
Goal 4:  A student should be able to demonstrate the ability to create a research design.
I have been able to achieve this learning goal.

Strongly Agree








Strongly Disagree
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5
Comments:
Which course(s) were most effective in your ability to achieve the Analyzing Politics Goal?

What specific assignment(s) can you point to that you believe helped you achieve the Analyzing Politics Goal?

Please answer the following questions regarding the goal of Critically Evaluating Politics
Critically Evaluating Politics is a higher order skill that involves the melding of understanding and analysis to achieve the capacity to make reasoned judgments about the differences and relative merits of various political institutions, processes, and behavior.

Goal 1:  A student should be able to make reasoned judgments about the differences and relative merits of various political institutions, processes, and behavior.

I have been able to achieve this learning goal.
Strongly Agree








Strongly Disagree
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5
Comments:
Which course(s) were most effective in your ability to achieve the Critically Evaluating Politics Goal?

What specific assignment(s) can you point to that you believe helped you achieve the Critically Evaluating Politics Goal?

Department of Political Science 
Program Assessment: General Education Goals
“General education provides the foundation upon which Wittenberg realizes its primary purpose, as emphasized in its mission statement” (Wittenberg University 1999-2001 Academic Catalog).  In the structure of the general education program, several learning goals have been set for students.  Some of these learning goals are linked to specific courses; some are not.  Five foundational goals of 1) Speaking, 2) Research, 3) Computing, 4) Mathematical Reasoning, and 5) Diversity of Human Experience are not necessarily linked to any course, per se.  As such, they are to be achieved primarily through the student’s major course of study.  Your Political Science professors have established a curriculum that they believe helps you achieve these goals, but we would like you to think about whether you’ve achieved them.  Please respond to the following questions.

Speaking
The student should be able to speak effectively within and before groups.


I have been able to achieve this speaking goal.

      Strongly Agree
Agree
Neutral
Disagree
Strongly Disagree
What courses and/or assignments in your political science classes have been most helpful to your achievement of this goal?  Any suggestions you’d make?

Research
The student should be able to use the library to acquire information and to explore ideas and should understand the role of technology in the collection, analysis, and dissemination of information

I have been able to achieve this research goal.
      Strongly Agree
Agree
Neutral
Disagree
Strongly Disagree
What courses and/or assignments in your political science classes have been most helpful to your achievement of this goal?  Any suggestions you’d make?

Computing
The student should be able to use a computer to help perform a variety of learning activities and should understand the power and limits of computing. 


I have been able to achieve this computing goal.
      Strongly Agree
Agree
Neutral
Disagree
Strongly Disagree
What courses and/or assignments in your political science classes have been most helpful to your achievement of this goal?  Any suggestions you’d make?

Mathematical Reasoning
Students should achieve a level of competence in mathematics that provides the necessary foundation for subsequent college learning and should also strengthen problem-solving skills through continued use.


I have been able to achieve this mathematical reasoning goal. 
      Strongly Agree
Agree
Neutral
Disagree
Strongly Disagree
What courses and/or assignments in your political science classes have been most helpful to your achievement of this goal?  Any suggestions you’d make?

The Diversity of Human Experience: 

Students should gain an appreciation for and understanding of the role of human diversity in contemporary culture.

I have been able to achieve this diversity goal.
      Strongly Agree
Agree
Neutral
Disagree
Strongly Disagree
What courses and/or assignments in your political science classes have been most helpful to your achievement of this goal?  Any suggestions you’d make?




