Cover: The cover photo is of the statue of Christopher Columbus which
stands outside the City Hall of Columbus, Ohio. This photo illustrates the
first paper in the Journal, but also represenis the focus of this year's
Journal: the assessment of the individual's impact throughout history.
Cover photo taken by Erin Purdy.
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Editor's Mote:

A note about a few of the papers in this year's journal: Jim Pierson won the Hartje Award
for 1992 with his paper, “The Joumney of George Washington.” Alison Taylor's paper “Encoun-
tering America” was a runner-up for the same award. Matt Theis presented “Nixon's Resignation
and Its Effects on World Politics” at the Regional Conference of Phi Alpha Theta, the Interna-
tional History Honorary, this April.

I would like to thank my stafT this year for their insights, advice, and effort. T couldn't
have asked for a better group of people. Thanks also to the History Deparntment for their assis-
tance. The end result would not have been possible without the patience and hard work of the
Publications Department. I would especially like to thank Carol Kneisley and Susan Crown for
their help. Finally, I thank Elise deLanglade and Dr. Cynthia Behrman for their guidance. T am
lucky to have had such experience and wisdom guiding this year's journal.
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Encountering America
by Alison Taylor

In 1492, Columbus sailed the ocean blue, In 1992, thoss
admirers of Christopher Columbus still remaining in the
warld may very well be as bloe as the waters he once sailed,
A controversy of tremendous proportion currently rages
world-wide concemning Columbus and his troe place in
history, At one time, the 1.5, saw Columbus as the man
who gave birth o a continent and, i part, 1o the Unijed
States itself. Mow, however, Columbus is being ssen by
many as merely a villain responsible for mordering a
continent, her peoples, and her wildlife, With the hoopla
mounting as his quincentenary rapidly approaches, it
becomes more and maore difficult o sort oat the man from
ﬂumﬂhl’mmdnmm‘aﬁm_

, Columbaes was believed 1o be the
harbinger of civilization in the “New World." His explora-
tion led 1o the massive wave of Egropean immigration
which, in tm, brought civilization o two sparsely popu-
lated continents and to the “primitive” indigenous peoples
found there. This view of Columbus shows him as the first
step in a process which tumed out to be “'a daring experi-
ment in democmcy that in tum became a symbaol and a
haven of individual liberty for people throughout the
wiorld™: the U.S.?

Actually, Columbus received litthe 1w no historical
recognition in the ULS, until after the War of 1812, At tha
time, American patriots fell they desperately needed 1o link
the American cans (o heroes other than the British,
Washingion Irving created just the image they desired in his
book of 1828, A History of the Life and Voyages of Chrisio-
pher Columbus, In his book, Irving glorified o man who,
although he held an ltalian name and sailed for the Spanish
crown, still displayed virues and characteristics that all U.S.
citizens could identify with and admire.? Irving simply
brought a hitheno unknown figure out into the open where
all could see and admine him, Thus, Christopher Columbas,
who actually sailed 336 years carlier, was borm a8 an
American bhero in 1828,

The above version of Christopher Columbus, that of
the valiant discoverer, has served as the truth for most
peaple aver the years, yet not everyone has viewed the
Italian with the same rose-colored glasses we viewed him
with during our elementary school days. Critics of Colum-
bus and his implications for the “New World” began 1o

speak their minds during his own lifetime. Bartolome de las
Casas, a revisionist friar, had written essays of the atrocities
committed against the Native Americans under Columbus
and his successors before Columbuos' adventure had reached
its 50th anniversary.?

With the upcoming quincentenary in sight, many
groups have begun o plan celebrations in honor of the man
with whom it all began: Congress is partially funding
organizational commitices; Spain is planning Expo 92
honaring Christopher Columbus; half a dozen countries and
organizations are building full size replicas of the Nina, the
Finta and the Santa Maria, PBS has developed a seven hour
miniserics; and museums all over the world are developing
displays and commemaorations of their own in addition 1o an
out-pouring of books, articles and other writings on the man
and his aftermath being published world-wide, Many
believe this to be a suitable treatment for a man who made
such an important impact on the development of civilization
in the American Continents. Yet for the ever- i
number of Americans and people world-wide who believe
Columbus o be of the same caliber as Hitler or Attila the
Hun, celebrating Columbus’ adventure is like celebrating
the Holocausy.

These people are booking for new idols and heroes for
the US, much the same way that American patriots were
looking following the War of 1812, This time, however,
Columbus is cenainly not the answer. Instead, he is part of
the old image that needs 1o be downplayed and remaoved.
Kirpatrick Sale and Hans Koning lead the “Condemnation
of Columbus™ parnde, with their recent publications The
Conguest of Paradize and Columbus: His Enterprise. In
Columbus: His Enterprise, Koning stated, “It"s almost
obscene (0 celebrate Columbus because it's an unmitigated
record of horror. We don't have o celebrate 2 man who was
really — from an Indian point of view — worse than Attila
the Hun." * Many Native American and other groups,
including the National Council of Churches (NCC),
condemned the “discovery”™ as “an invasion and colontza-
tion with legalized occupation, genocide, economic
exploitation and a deep level of instinutional racism and
moral decadence.” * One leader within the NCC suggested
ﬂmlmmmﬂdhn"nmntmpuwmmﬂrmmm
rathier than a yvear of celebration.”™ ¢
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It is ensily apparent that the ranks of Christopher
Columbus® fan club shrink daily while the ranks of their
adversarics grows everyday. Most of those who oppose
celebrating Columbus view his first venture into this
conlinent as a precursor of doom. This group “decms
Columbus’ first footfall in the Mew World to be fatal 1o the
waorkd he invaded, and even to the rest of the globe.™ Those
who opposs the celebration of Columbus and his adventures
have a valid statement 1o make. 'We must recognize that
Columbus' discovery was a double-edged sword, not a
lantem lit in the darkness of nothingness, For thousands of
years people had been living in organized societies on the
continent Enropeans had the andacity 1o call the “New
World."” Those people were the ones who were eventually
decimated by thoss who followed Columbus® discovery.

The controversy over Columbus raises one real

question in my mind. If Columbus had not encountered
America but had actually made it all the way to China,
could this continent have remained uniouched by the
Europeans? Looking at the planet today, contact between
the continents appears inevitable. From this perspective,
criticizing Columbus for what followed him merely makes
him a scapegoal. Perhaps a betier way to recognize the
anniversary of the event would be to use it as a stepping
gtone in the re-cxamination of ourselves and oar society.
Finally, ignoring the technological achievement of Colum-
bus® journcy is as single-minded as ignoring the importance
of the Mative American presence here prior (o that joumey.
Before Columbus® voyage, North America may very well
have been akin o Eden, as froe of all evil as some wouold
claim. Then again, prior to Columbus® voyage, the Earth
was also flaL
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The Journey of George Washington

by James Plerson

In those days the Monongahela River did not meander its
way through the decaying heart of the American steel
country. It worked its way through the harsh wildemess
towards its junction with the Allegheny River. Here the two
rivers formed the Ohio River which served as the gateway
1o the Ohio Valley and, thus, the vast continent of North
America. It was this anca which, in the fall of 1753, was
beginning 1o emerge as the point of conflict between the
English and French empires. The Ohio Company of
Virginia represented the English dreams of expansion and
setflement of the Ohio Valley. The vested interests of
powerful Virginians in the company, such as Governor
Roben Dinwiddie, guaranteed it the economic and military
support that its plans demanded. They were plans that were
not o go unconiesied, however, as the French had plans for
the valley as well. These plans had led to the construction
of a string of forts intended 1o surmound the English colonies
and thus preserve for France the tmding empire it had begun
1o establish along the Ohio Valley and down towands the
Mississippi. It was within this setting, a fire waiting for a
spark, that the twenty-one year old George Washington was
to embark opon his first important mission 45 a representi-
tive of the Governor of Virginia and the King of England,

On the surface, young Washington®s mission appeared
to be a simple one. He had been commissioned by Govemaor
Dinwaddie 1o deliver a lefier 1o the commandant of the
French forces on the Ohio. Through the letter, Dinwiddie
sought to wam the French that their enection of fortresses
and making setlements along the Ohio was an encroach-
ment upon English land. Dinwiddie stated, “T must desire
you to acquaint me, by whose authority and instructions,
you have lately marched from Canada, with an armed force,
and invaded the King of Great Britain's territories.™ In
addition 1o delivering Dinwiddie's letier, Washingion was
1o perform two of the major functions of any frontier
diplomat: count the frendshdp of the Indians, and gather
information pertaining to the intentions of the French forces
in the region.

As he made his way throngh the bitter cold of the
western Pennsylvania countryside, Washingion ook sieps
to accomplish each of these tasks, First, he met with the
miost influential Indian chiel of te region, an old ally whom
the Britizh referred 1o as the Half-King. Washingion records

that the Half-King “informed me that they (the French) had
built two forts, one on Lake Erie, and another on French
Creck.™ Although this was not good news, it was exactly
the kind of information Washingion was seeking. He made
the Half-King the customary gift of a string of wampum and
persuaded him 1o join him in the joumney (o the home of the
French commandant, Fort LeBocuf,

Washington and his party continued travelling north-
ward to the small settlement at Venango at the head of
French Creek (a tributary of the Allegheny River), Hene he
dined with the commanding officer Captain Joncaire,
During the meal, Captain Joncaire, his tongue loosened by
wine, revealed France's intentions 1o Major Washington.
“They told me, that it was their absolute design 1o ke
possession of the Ohio, and by God they would do ™ If
there was any doubt as to the impending conflict along the
Ohio and the urgency of Washingion's mizsion it must have
been dispelied by this point.

Four days afler leaving Venango, Washington and his
party arrived at Fort LeBooufl where he delivered Govemnor
Dinwiddic's letter to the commanding officer, Legardeur de
St Piere, Al this point, scconding (o Washington's jowmal,
“the chief officers retired, 1o hold a Council of War, which
gave me the opporiunity of bking the dimensions of the fon
and making what observations I could.™ The next day,
Washington received a reply 1o retum o Govemnor
Dinwiddie. SL. Piere, in his reply, denied the charges of the
Virginia govemnor, stating that the French foroes had moved
into the region based upon the justifiable order of their
commanding general. “As to the Summon you send me 1o
retire,” he defiantly stated, *1 do not think myselfl obliged 1o
obey i, whatever may be your instructions.™

Washington speedily returned 1o Williamsburg with the
French reply, the entire trip taking two and a hall months,
The chservations he brought with him were not encourag-
ing. According (o historian BLE. Banta, “his repor of the
unhappy state in which he had found matiers in the Ohio
Valley led 1o the calling out old velontesrs in Virginia
within the month.™ Within the year Washington was to
retumn io the Ohio Valley, this time &= a colone] in the
Virginia militia, and participate in a skirmish that served as
the spark that ignited the French and Indian War, It was a
fire that was to spread rapidly to the European continenl
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When it was all said and done, England and her colonies thirteen colonics that were soon 1o become the United States
were to sweep the French from the North American of America.
comtinent and open the continent for the expansion of the

Endnotes

¥ Lois Mulkears, ed., Grorge Mercer Papers: Relaing io the (hiz "Ihid., 13
Comgparny of Virginia (Pitsbargh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 1954, Thid, 16
14 (facsimile insssi). , i

3 Gieonge Washinglon, The Jouwrnal of Major George Washington il 14
(Williamabwrg, Vieginia: Colonial Williamsburg Inc., 1955, 8 [facsimils # FLE, Banta, The Qhio (Wew York: Rinchan and Company, 194%),
eopy]l B4,

Bibliography

Tamta, BB The (this, New York: Rinchan and Comgpany, 1945, Mulicearn, Lois e George Mercer Papers: Relating to the Ohis
Cleland, Hugh. Gearge Washington and the Ohic Valiey. Pittsbargh: Cowpany of Virginia, Pittsburghe University of Pinsburgh Press,

University of Pinsburgh Press, 1955, 1954,
Frocman, Douglass Scathall. George Washington Volume one. New Washingson, Goorge. The Journal of Major George Washington.

York: Charles Seribnes’s Sons, 1948, ' Wilkissnsbueg, Visgisia: Colonial Willismsburg Inc., 1959,



Edwin Mcmasters Stanton: For the Benefit of All

by Lynda Roller

Edwin Mcmasters Stanton served the Federal government
as Secretary of War from 1862 w0 1868, The means by
which he acquired and maintained this position througheut
the Civil War raises the controversial issue of what
Stanton's incentives were for the actions he inok, Historians
portray Stanton as 2 man motivated solely by self-aggran-
dizement or by altruism. However, basic human nature
holds that motives for actions and decisions are more
complex. The Civil War enabled Stanton 1o combing his
seli-interest with his perceived national interest of the time
1o the advantage of both. Stanton simuliancously acted to
advance his political career in the national government and
to contribute 1o the preservation of the Federal Union, The
short-term and long-term benefits of Stanion's actions need
to be considered in order 10 understand that Stanton was
driven by both self-aggrandizement and his loyalty to the
Unian, His iwofold motivation is manifested in events such
as his communication with Republican congressmen during
the Secession Winter of 1860-61, his role in the removal of
Simon Cameron as Secretary of War in the Lincoln
administration, and his change of political affilision from
Democrat to Republican.

While Stanton's actual reasoning behind certain actions
is unknown, educated guesses can be made based on his
general history. Stanton's life preceeding the sectional crisis
and the Civil War was filled with ambition. As a young man
he attended Kenyon College until his family’s financial
strits terminated his formal education. Stanton then served
an apprenticeship until be was able to atiend the
Steubenville bar 1o become an attomey.' An aspiring and
successful lawyer, he practiced in Stzubenville, Ohio;
Fittshurgh, Pennsylvania; Washington D.C.; and California,
He argued cases before the ULS, Supreme Court and eamcd
a national reputation? Ultimately, according 1o one biogra-
pher, his goal was to become a Supreme Count Justice, His
personal situstion in 1860 — age 46, financially sound, a
successful lawyer and socially secune — placed him in a
position to satisfy any political ambitions,*

Along with social status, Stanton also cultivated deep
political convictions. Stired by Andrew Jackson’s ery that
the Federal Union “must and shall be preserved,™ he
became a Jacksonian Democrat at age 18, intensely
dedicated to the Union.? During the Nullification Crisis of

1832 Stanton supported Jackson on the tariff isspe, indicai-
ing his contrariety 1o an attack on the Union. On the Kenyon
campus, he led the supporters of Jackson and the Undon.
This marked the beginning of his undying loyalty 1o the
Union, a conviction which, one biographer writes, fixed his
political course for the next thinty years,"™

One political episode that occured during the Secession
Winter of 1860-61 exemplifies both Stanton's loyalty to the
Union and his drive for personal gain, During that time,
Stanton, a Democrat serving as Atiomey General for
Repoblican leaders in Congress. He revealed the Buchanan
administration’s proceedings related to the secession crisis,
an action which, in the shoei-term, served the good of the
naticn.’

As Atlorney General, Stanton surveyed the current
situation in Washington and detected imminent dangers to
the Federal government. He belicved that secessionists
plotied 10 rebel against the government and establish the
Confederate capital in Washington* Also, in Stanton's
perception, Buchanan failed 1o use his power 1o protect or
regain Federal propenty in seceded states* For Stanton,
these predicaments demanded immediate atiention, He
recognized Buchanan’s failure 10 assert his powers, along
with the divided state of the Democratic party due to the
slavery issue, left only the Republican leaders 1o devise a
policy to protect the Union government. While he despised
the Black Republicans, Stanton cooperated with both the
Republicans and the Democrats; he discarded party
preference to successfully unblock the exercise of natignal
power.™

Sunphiﬂm'hmdimiﬂlhndmm{fmrm
and treachery that arose against Stanton as a resuli of his
cooperation with the Republicans; they claim he acted
solely in the interest of preserving the Union®* Other
historians, such as Burton Hendrick, suggest that when later
endeavors are considered (such as Stanion's role in the
resignation of Secretary of War Simon Cameron in 1862)
Stanton’s consorting with Repubilicans, especially William
Seward, was a part of an overall plot 1o advance himself
politically." When both shori-term and long-term motiva-
tions are considencd, however, the two camps of historians
overlap, After Lincoln's inanguration, those who knew of
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Sianton's procecdings realized that Sianton had succeedad
in maintaining the national government. In reference o a
dinner with Seward and Stanton, Thurdow Weed, political
confidant of Seward, stated, "It was then and there that 1
leamed how large a debt we owed [Stanion] belore the

Rebellion began,™?

In the long-term, Stanton®s decision 1o communicats
with the most powerful leaders in the Republican Party
umdoubeedly aided in his appointment as Secretary of War
in the Lincoln administration. Althoogh Lincoln’s molives
fior nominating Stanton can only be speculated upon, the
support of Bepublican leaders gave Stanion a double
advantage, Stanton solicited the respect and trust of both
Salmon Chase and Seward, two men with divergent
opinions who became Secretary of the Treasury and
Secretary of State, respectively. When Lincoln inguired
about their opinion of Stanton, both held him in high
the two men 1o mean that Stanton could be a necessary
cownterweight for the differing factions in Congress.™ Also,
Lincoln undoubiedly knew of the inlercourse between
Stanton gnd the Republican Party, Therefore, he knew of
Stanton's herce devotion 1o the Union, Perhaps this
dedication infloenced Lincoln's choice of Stanton.™

The circumstances surmounding the nomination of a
new Jecretary of War creates another controversy invalving
Stanton s intentions. He played a large pant in the removal
of his predecessor, Simon Cameron, at the end of 1861, As
Cameron's attomey, Stanton advised him to include in the
Secretary of War's onnunl repon a clause calling for the
release and arming of slaves in rebel states. Stanton worded
the clause in legal lerms, strengthening the recommienda-
tion. Infuriated by Cameron's proposal, and unaware of
Stanton's role in the matter, Lincoln asked for Cameron®s
resignation and procesded o nominate Stanton as the new
Secretary of War.™

Caméeron's resignation advanced Stanton®s self-interest
by bringing him 10 a power{ul position in the War Depart-
ment. Again, only speculation can be made concerning any
acrimonious and sclf-aggrandizing intentions Stanton might
have held when he advised Cameron o include the clwse,
However, the possibility cannot be eliminated because
Stanton had previously practiced some indirection for
personal benefits, although throughout his tenure as
Secretary of War Stanion portrayed a picture of honesty )
For example, while not a criminal lwyer, Stanion once
successfully defended a guilty elient who protesied against
the high fees Stanton demanded. Do you think,” Stanion
bluntly responded, *T would argue for the wrong side for
bess?* Tt was nol inconceivable that Swunton deceived
Cameron 1o help himself,

Stanton's self-interest, however, did not obstruct the
ulimate gain the Union achieved from his cancer as
Secretary of War. The removal of Cameron was in
itsell a major benefit. Cuite simply, Cameron was cormupl

When applied to Cameron, the zom “honest politician™ has
commonly been defined as “when bought, stay bought."(19)
Personal gain subordinated friends, parties, and principles.
Corruption and graft dominated the policies and deals he
madde.* In short, Cameron's priorities lay with himself
rather than the Union. Once Stanton ook office, he elimi-
nated cormuption and twmed the department into an
efficiently run operation. “As soon as [ can get the machin-
ery of the office working,” he declared, “the rats cleared
out, and the rat holes stopped, we shall move."™ Stanton
tolerated no clandestine deals; he forced all contract seckers
1o state their business in the presence of others.™ His
objective was not pecuniary gain, but rather to win the war
in order to preserve the Union,

The compelent manner in which Stanton assisted the
Northern victory at Chattanooga demonstrates the advan-
tage he brought o the Union. He brilliantly maneavered the
maovement of the 11th and 12th corps over a 1,233-mile trip
by railroad from the Rappahannock River 0 Chaltanooga,™
In just cleven days, the reinforcement troops crossed the
Appalachinn Mountains and the unbridged Ohio River 1o
arrive near Chattanooga. A telegraph by General Joseph
Hooker depicied the enormous importance of Stanton's
logistics. “If you projected the movement of the 11th and
12th corps,” Hooker wrote, “you may justly claim the merit
of having saved Chattanooga o ug,™

A final example of how the Civil War allowed Stanton
i further both the national inlerest and his self-interest is
his gradual change of partisanship from a Democrat to a
Radical Republican, The modification of his views on black
rights from before the war and during Reconstruction
exemplifies the change. Essentially, he progressed through
three stages: from antislavery and antiblack rights, to
antislavery, 1o pro-black rights. In this situation, Stanton's
political transfiguration appears to derive primarily from his
desire to maintain the Union. Nevertheless, the strengthen-
ing of the Federal Union through the granting of biack
Hummwmﬂmmu

Stanton entered and exited the Buchanan administm-
tion a Democrat with strong anti-slavery convictions,
Notwithstanding, he accepied slavery becanse he believed
that the preservation of the Union dependad on the South
maintaining its peculiar institution. Acconding 10 Andrew
Camegie, a former colleague, Stanton placed all issoes, as
he did with slavery in 1860-1861, sccondary 1o the preser-
vation of the Union.™ In addition, slavery for Stanton was
more 2 legal question than a moral issue; he appealed o no
“higher law"™* 10 condemn skavery, As a practitioner of
constitutional law, he felt that “all laws constitationally
enacted for the protection of slavery should be rigidly
enforced. ™ Therefore, he believed the Dred Scott decision
and the Fugitive Slave Law should be upheld. In the
presidential election of 1860, he supported the Southem
Democratic slave code platfomm. A Republican victory, he



thought, wiould ensure an attempt to stop the expansion of
slavery into the territories, which he believed would
jeopardize the Union,®

Afier Seanton took office as Secretary of War in 1862,
bowever, his opinions changed. Slavery became the primary
war issue, and emancipation emerged as a war objective.™
He recognized that slavery obstructed the attsinment and
retaining of peace.® The maintenance of the Federal Union
depended on the elimination of slavery.™ For this reason,
Stanton gradually embraced the Republican policy of a
strong central government, which allowed the national
government to prohibit the extension of stavery and abolish

In July 1862, Stanton fully championed Lincoln's
proposal for an Emancipation Proclamation. By doing so,
he indicated a radical view against slavery ® He pushed to
strengthen the measure and 1o issue it immediately ™ a
reaction that indicated the end of his stance against black
rights. His actions also implied the recognition of the power
Congress and the Constitution held to protect the rights of
Negroes.™ By granting freedom to blacks, Stanton argued in
his annual report of 1862, the Confederacy would be
weakened militarily, “The power of the rebels,” he wrote,
“rests upon their peculiar system of Iabor, which keeps
laborers on their plantations 1o support owners who ane
devoting their time and strength 1o destroy our armics and
destroy oor government.” ® Emancipation would benefit the
national interest.

Stanton did nod stop advocating the releass of slaves.
He radicalized his stand on civil rights by becoming a
protecior of Negroes. For instance, in January 1865,
General William Tecumseh Sherman drafted Special Field
Order No. 15 in an effort (o grant property 1o freedmen, The
order designated confiscated kand in the South, such &s the
Sca Islands and coastal South Carolina, for Negro settle-
menL™ During Reconstroction in the same year, Stanton
endorsed Negro suffrage and congressional control of
Reconstruction. In response 1o Radical Republican Charles
sumner's demand for these occurrences, Stanton stated that
he supponted “every sentiment, every opinion, and word of
iL™ Working through the Joint Committes on Reconstruc-
tion, dominated by Radical Republicans, Congress passed
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Amendment, and the First Reconstruction Act™

From Stnion's perspective, as well as that of other
Radical Republicans, the profusion of civil rights to
freedmen would eventually fortify the Union, Becanse the
Republican party conferred these privileges on the blacks,
the Republicans believed the Negroes wouold suppont the
party, leading to Republican victores in elections, Such
conquests would block the rebirth of the Democratic party ®
In addition, beneficial Republican policies would be upheld.
For instance, farmers would continue 1o receive aid through
the Homestead Act and appropriations for the completion of
a transcontinental railroad would not cease, These laws,
among others, would contribute o the progress of the
nation.*

Stanton's reasons for adhering 1o the principles of the
Republican party may not have incleded political advan-
tages, However, he profited personally from the same
measures that advanced the national interest. In general, in
addition to the advantages brought by being a member of
the party in control of the govemment, the Republican
principle of a strong central government allowed Stanton o
have a greater voice in political matters. In addition,
Stanton's actions during the Civil War prolonged his carcer
as Secretary of War. When Andrew Johnson became
President in 1865, he asked Stanton (o remain as Secretary
of War. Johnson's request signifies the importance of
Stanton's endeavors. President Grant, in 1868, also recog-
nized Stanton's accomplishments and nominated him as a
Supreme Court Justice. Although Stanton died before he
heard a case.” he had the satisfaction of knowing he had
achieved one of his lifelong political dreams,

Stanton’s innermost motivations may never be known,
but these episodes show that Stanton was driven by two
prevailing incentives throughout the Civil War, For the
benelit of both his self-interest and the perceived national
interest, Stanton engaged himself in the straggle to win the
war. Battles were won, blacks were protecied, the rebellion
was crushed, and the Union was preserved. Credit for these
victories gocs in part to the man who successfully obtained
and maintained the second most powerful position in the
Federal government during the Civil War, As Lincoln's
right-hand man, Stanton witnessed not only his own

fiour measeres in the interest of blacks in 1857 a new paolitical developmend, bat also that of his nation.
Freedman's Burean bill, & CivilRights Act, the Fourteenth
Endnotes
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Josephine Butler

by Julle Levengood

On January 2, 1907, the obituary notice of Mrs, Joscphine
Butler appeared in the London Times. She was described by
& co-warker as:

an almaost ideal woman; a devoted wife, exquis-

itely buman and feminine, with no tooch in her of

the “woman of the platform,” though with a great

gift of pleading speech, with a powerful mind, and

# soul purged through fire?

As a champion of the canses of prostitation and veneneal
disease in Victorian England, Mrs. Butler was

faced with the challenge that many people believed women
should nod interest themselves in political issucs at all. In
addition, the very causes she chose compelled men like
Cavendizh Bentwick, a staunch defender of the Contagious
Diseases Act, 1o say that “Josephine Butler and her women
were tainted by their meddling in such a subject and were
morally worse than the prostitutes they sought 1o save.™
However, (o fully appreciate her dedication it is first
necessary o undersiand the nature and scope of the
problems of prostitution and the Contagious Diseases Act

The Contagious Diseases Act (CDA) of 1864, 1866,
and 1869 were introduced as exceptional legislation o
control the spread of venereal disease among enlisted men,
Under these acts, plainclothes policemen could identify a
worman & a common prostitute and order her o be sub-
jected 1o an internal examination. If she was then found 10
show the symploms of gonarrhea or syphilis, she would be
interned in a lock hospital for up to nine months.

Josephine Butler was deeply opposed 1o the theoey and
practice of enforcing any legislation which gave the police
special powers of arrest and imprisonment. She believed the
Acts “constituted a discrimination in law mare grave than
anything enacted before, sn enshrinement in the siatute-
book of the iniquitous double-standard."™ Butler was a major
mnfluence on the repeal of the CDA and the problem of
prostitution, due not only to her disgust with moral hypoc-
risy, but also becanse her quest for justice could not tolerate
the revolting conditions, the contradicting evidence, and the
attack om the dignity of women that made the Contagious

Josephine Butler’s early life and experiences prepared
teer fior the long and difficult campaign that was ahead of
her. She was bomn in 1828 on her family's Northumberiand

estate at Milfield. Her father, John Grey of Dilston, was a
descendant of a elan of border barons. Her mother was bom
Hannah Annett, part of a prosperous middle-class family of
Hugenot descent. From her mother, Josephine received
“decp religious conviction and the grace to maintain it with
compassion and understanding.™ Her father was deter-
mincd that his davghiers should be brought up as educated
and independent as their brothers. Josephine was the
seventh child and was ofien described as the most intelligent
and the most beantiful. She was constantly encouraged 1o
participate in conversations with her father’s guests and
leamed to hold intelligent discussions with adults at an carly
age. She was never sheltered from social problems of the
time, and her father expected her o appreciate and evalume
them with compassion.
Josephine's marriage 10 George Butler came in 1851,
shortly after he had wrmed 30. At age 18 he had followed
the family tradition of going 1o Cambridge, but his laziness
caused him to leave afier only a year. Thres years Later he
retarned, and in 1848 he was appointed 10 a Readership at
religious life, but with support and encouragement from
Josephine, he accepied orders soon after their marriage.
George and Josephine had a unique relationship, They were:
profoundly suited 1o one another, 10 an extent

which atmaost defies belief. They were both in

some sense “beautiful people,” enormonsly

talented, good-looking, and sharing a particolar

Christian vision which informed all they thought

or did ?

They had a strong and honest love which helped them
through much of the opposition they would experience in
wiorking for their conss,

Mrs. Butler's early life did contain several experiences
that tested her beliefs, but she was able 10 overcome and
learn from them. They were, in fact, a series of events that
drew her to her life's work. The first, occurring when
she was seventeen, was described as one of soveral confron-
through the woods near her house when he shied and
refused to go further. She noticed the body of a dead man
who had hung himself and recognized him as the valetof a
neighboring gentleman, This event was disturbing to her not
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oaly because it represented her first personal encounter with
death but also becanse she knew that the man had been fired
from his job because he had supposedly fathered the child
of a servant girl ® It represented the social problems of
socicty and the desperation of the poor, and Josephine said
she “ficlt a great burden on my soul about the inequalities,
injustice, and cruclties in the world™ This experience
“brought together into one gingle experience of mental
ngmyhnrmufmalgmlmdhur&lﬁmuum
ties.™ From this point on, she never doubted the presence of
God or the effects of prayer, and she believed she was
*“God's chosen instrument waiting for His goidance.™

Josephine was also affected by conversations or
meetings with three different people. The first wasa
discussion of Mrs. Gaskell's novel Ruth. The plot concerns
a young factory worker who is seduced and then deserted
by a rich gentleman. This illustrated her first experience of
the double standard and how *a mosal lapse in a woman
wiis immensely worse than in a man."* 5he also befriended
an acrobal in a traveling circus and a young maother
imprisoned for the murder of her illegitimate new-bom
baby.!! Acquaintances with these people personally moght
her the plight of the poor. Tt also helped shape her later
images of prostitutes s victims of their environments much
a5 these women were victims and could not escape.

As a result of her expeniences, Josephine wanied very
much 1o speak on the injustices of the treatment of women,
bt this was not acceptable in society and women were told
that they must be silent on the subject. Josephing responded:

Can the soul of my sister be defiled, and my own

soul not be the worse for it? It cannot, unless

indeed I rise up in wrath for her redempdion, and

through the toils and pains and anguish of my life 1

render hack 1o God my soul for hers."

She said that she felt impelled 1o defend her beliefs “as a
citizen of a free country first, and as a woman secondly,”
and she found an outlet for her energies in campaigning for
the repeal of the CDALM

This type of legislation came from other Evropean
systems of licensing prostitution and brothels, although this
legislation never occurred in England. It began in France
under Mapoleon I and created a morals police as a system of
stnte regulation of vice, It was pat into practice in England
because venereal disease was a major cause of disahlement
and hosplialization in the army. The siatistics between 1860
and 1869 show that half the outpaticnts at St Bartholomew's
Hospiial were victims of venereal disease.™ However, the
military leaders kmew that there would most likely be
oppasition o a policy like the CDA. In July of 1864 Earl
deCray, the new War Secretary, pushed for the creation of
the Acts. What resulted was that:

without any debate in the House of Commons, at

dinner time when there were only about fifty men

in the House, the First Contagpious Diseases Act

was passed in silence, and those few members

who heard of it thought it to do with existing

legislation about Contagious Diseases [ Animals].**
The first Act was tentative in 1864 and was repealed when
the Act of 1866 wis passed. There was verbal amendment
in 1868, and it was further extended in 1869, Butler called
the CDA and issues like legalization of prostitution
*“nothing else than the triumph of brute force, the consecra-
tion of police despotism over the weaker sex - the protection
of white slave trade,.in a word, the organtzation of female
slavery.™*

Such disgust by Butler was also expressed as a result of
the threatening and unsanitary procedures of the surgical
examinations themselves, Under the second Act, prostitules
in garrison towns “wene required (o submit o medical
examinaion nof less than once every twelve months and not
more than once every six months.™ To bring women o
these examinations, the police had 1o obtain voluntary
sobmission or the order of a magistrale. However, women
did not frecly submit to the examinations, and an amend-
ment was added that gave a signature of submizzion the
same legal effects of a magistrate"s order. The women were
now legally required to atiend.™

The formightly surgical examinations were called “the
life of the sysiem.™* They were sometimes held at a
hospital, but more ofien than not were held at a house in a
residential arca. The sensation in the neighbochood was “a
gross public scandal,” and adults and children alike would
discuss the procesdings in the streets ™ The conditions of the
conducted on the average from three 1o five minutes, and
there were oo common codes or regulations for the examin-
ing surpeons. They were simply instructed o “satisfy
themselves that the women were propery examined.™" The
speculn that they used were capable of causing injury,
especially due to rough or improper use by the examiners.
Also, the specula were not cleansed and disinfeceed after
each use, and “compulzory exnmination would mean, as il
no doubt did, compulsory infiection, ™

If a woman was found to show the symploms of
venereal disease, the police would take her straight 1o the
lock hospital where she was to be contained. Many women
complained about this because “they had no opportunity
afforded them of making any armangements for a prolonged
absence from their homes.™ They were unsure of how long
they would be awny and often returmed 1o find that their
homes had been Jooted, their possessions sold, and their
families seatiered. Josephine associated much of this
process with the old stave trade, which added to her
conviction that she could not be a passive participant in this
capse.

Thene were also many discrepancies in the evidence
given by the supporters of the CDA. The fundamental
problem was that there was no clear-cut definition of
prostitution. The police who were employed “had broad
discretionary powers."™ It was their decision who would
and would not be brought before the magistrates, and
bribery was prevalent. The double standard was also readily



apparent, since little or no atiention was paid to the testing
and controfling of venereal disease in men. In 1873 a plan
was enacted that would dock the pay of soldiers if they wene
found 10 have venereal disease, and the figures for 1873-74
decreased rapidly. However, it wasn't until 1875 that the
repealers discovered...men were dodging medical parades
nitric acid."* Other silempts o institule examination among
soldiers failed becanse “officers feared that compulsory
eocnmination would lead 1o demoralization of their men,
The same objections did not apply 10 prostitutes because
they had no self-respect and were not entitled to protest.
John Astiey Bloxan, Consulting Surgeon 10 the Charing
Cross Hospital and Lock Hospital, was quoted as saying he
“recommended that the communication of venereal disease
be itselfl a grounds for divorce or nullity." This only
applicd 1o infected women, since legislators were unwilling
1o sanction even less severe penaltics against infected men.

Other evidence submittad claims that the Act had
diminished prostitution, but they were easily refsted. First,
the number of beerhouses operating as houses of assignation
may have been reduced, but it was not mentionad that for
every houss that had its license revoked, two more were
opencd.™ In some cases, enforcement of the laws actually
encournged prostitution. The women who were once part-
lime prostitutes became hardened by the examinations and
innocent young girls who had been suspected by the police
and encourage them 10 become prostitutes, This continued
the cycle and contributed (10 an even worse situation than
that which already existed.

Mast of Josephine®s work was done in conjunction
with the Ladies® National Association (LNA), a group
which *gave political expression to a supportive female
subculiure in the mid-Viciorian period."™ The LNA
demaonstrated the capability of women to organdze politi-
cally, and “Mrs. Butler gloried in the ability of women to
manage 8 movement such as the LNA withoul male
guidance,"™™ The LNA contributed both credibility and

Josephine Butler = 11

principle 10 the repeal movement. Its credibility was in the
fact that male repealers had not accomplished any great
goals before this time, and principle was the foundation of
#&@Uﬂdﬂiﬂgihﬁghsmﬁmﬂurmw
m .:II:

Like Josephine Butler, the LNA operated with much
courage and was not simply another group advocating
repeal. The members were willing "o trespass upon ground
which was anything bul proper.™ They believed that
prostitutes were forced into their positions due 1o unequal
social and economic activity, and with a dynamic leader like
Josephine Butler it had a profounder effect than many may
have realized ™

The: first success of he repealers came in 1872 when
they forced the govemment to shandon compulsory
coamination, and the final goal was reached in 1886 when
grants for police and lock hospitals were ended, Even
though most of the effects of the CDA were negative, there
were several beneficial resulis. First, they did help diminish
Juvenile prostitution in ports and garrison towns.™ They also
forced doctors to explore other techniques 1o control the
spread of venercal disease, and most imporuntly, they
“provided later feminksts with an important lesson in
militancy and with a stirring example of feminist political
leadership.™

Until her death in 1906, Josephine Butler was one of
the great leaders of the Inte nincteenth-century women's
movement. Her only faulf was that she sometimes allowed
herself to become 100 emotionally involved with the women
she tried 1o help. She experienced much abuse for support-
ing her canse, both publicly and privately. In an editorial of
the Daily Mews, she and the LNA were described as “so
discontented in their own homes that they have to find an
outhet at all costs, and wke pleasure in a hobby (oo nasty 1o
mention,™ However, her strong faith and relationship with
her husband helped her to withstand opposition and fight for
the repeal of the morally contradicting CDA, and her
successes were a lesson for all i come,
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Ellen Terry: Ideal Woman versus Actress

by Amny Durham

“Dao with me as you choose. 1 am otierly in your power., 1
am a woman. You are a man,” wrole Lady Mary Montago,
keenly expressing the “sppropriate” emotion of the ideal
Victorian woman.' Such an ideal woman, regandless of
class, accepied a secondary social, economic, and political
role in England's 19th century. Yet she also accepted a self-
stereotype as graceful, charming, selfless and pure, Living
from 1847 1o 1928 as “the actress everybody loved,™ Ellen
Temy was one such woman. Although she doubtlessly led a
fruitful acting carcer, witnessed by the honor of being the
second actress designated Dame Grand Cross of the British
Empire in 1925, much of Ellen Terry's success wias due nol
to great artistry buf (o e fact that she it into the Victorian
concept of the ideal woman, becoming “a beloved epilome
of British womanhood.™

Ellen Temry definitely encompassed this “womanhood,™
In her Memaoirs, she admitted, “T have always been mone
woman than artist” with “my homely qualities—the love of
children, the love of a home, the dislike of solitude,™ Such
qualities were thoss of the ideal woman, expecied to focus
her life on family, portray *iotal sexual innocence,™ and
nurire the “elemal feminineg™ vinwes called for in the
proliferntion of 18th- and 19th-century ladies” conduoct
books: “modesty, gracefulness, purity, delicacy, compli-
ancy, reticence, chastity, affability, and politeness.™ With
an instinct to be all things 1o all people, the ideal woman
was called “the angel of the house™ bt was “seen only as
she appeared in each room, sccording 1o the nature of the
lord of the room. None saw the whole of her.™ Basically,
then, a woman's identity was hased upon male perceptions
of her; the ideal Victorian woman surrendered her key 1o
self-creation 1o the men in her life. Accordingly, what
women “saw in the mirror was usually a male construct, the
“pure gold baby" of male brains, a glittering and wholly
artificial child.”™ Ellen Temry saw this to0; she mused,
“Mysell? Why even I, 1 ofien think, know litle of myss1i™

With a significant part of her career shadowed by
Henry Irving, the dominant and powerful actor-manager of
the Lyceum, Ellen Terry was definitely molded by men, It is
difficult 1o judge how much of Temy's carcer [rving created,
as the two had a twenty-five-year working relationship,
beginning in 1878 when Ellen debuted at the Lyceam, They

acted together in twenty-seven plays but throughoot, Ellen
was always “Irving’s obedient subordinate,™® Although she
advised Irving on matters of art, colors, fabrics, and designs,
she said in her Memaoirs that the final decisions were his
only his and that she ofien had to slow down her quick-
clipped pace 1o accommodate his more deliberate style."
Later, from 1892 to 1922, Terry turned to correspondence
with Gearge Bemnard Shaw for the encouragement, advice,
and approval she did not elicit from Irving.

‘This idea of men in Viclorian society “giving birth” o
women distinctly expressed itself in the age's symbiotic
relationships found in Romantic an, literature, and theatre.
Painters” favorite subjects included women ministering
10 their hushands, courtship, and family life; in each, the |
painter portrayed women in roles of sweetness and submis-
“fed” on the female face “not as she was but as she Glled
his dreamns," a5 he created her. In literature, this Victorian
ideology manifested itself; William Blake viewed the
female as an “emanation of the male creative principle,” and
Shelley considered her an “epipsyche,” a “soul out of
the poet’s soul.” When Honore de Balzac said, *“Woman's
virtue is man's greatest invention™ and Narman O. Brown
asseried, “The lady is the poem,™ they voiced the valoes of
maost Victorian men, as well as those of Victorian society,

In the theatre, too, women conformed o the part men
wanied them 1o play. Beginning in the 17th century, when
women began acting on stage, the expected custom of the
mien of the court was 1o keep a pretty actress; this practice
was “just one of the many expenses in an age of public
display." Such visual pomp in the theatre continued into
the 19th century, when acting involved appearance more
than giving meaning o wonds, Conventions included brinva
displays, distance from real life, handbooks of poses,
amrangement, and voice projections, and reviews based on
an actress’ impact on the audience rather than her acting's
representation of real life. The actress hersell drew people o
the theatre, very visual and pictorial at this time: as she was
the object of gaze of the spectator, an actress® roles varied
little and held little distinction of personality,™

Thus, actresses were not landed for acting but rather for
role-playing, for being statues and reflecting what they were
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thought to be, Whils performance styles were slowly
moving ioward naturalism, the concepts of what was
“natural” mﬂmmmmmm
instance, said that 8 woman's nature was 1o be “chamming,”
50 “acting” was naturally a feminine art: “It contains in
itsell all the artifices which belong to the province of
woman: the desire o please, facility 10 express emotions
and hide defiects, and the faculty of assimilation which is the
real essence of woman,™*

Yet for the actress there exisied a paradox in this
femininity; the pictoralism and statuesque style of the
theatre could make a speciacle of the female body, posing a
challenge 10 & woman's sexual identity. The actress and the
prostitule became nearly Synonymows al mes:

“The actress held a marginalized position in the

hierarchy of sexual relations; she was independent

in terms of her professional activity, something

that most other women could never aspire (o] she

could become rich, famous, and powerful, but at

the same time she could only achieve that success

by allowing herself 1o be bought by the public.”

Ellen Terry was “bought by her public.” As John
Stokes stated in The Actress in Her Time, “Al the very peak
of their careers the preat actresses Sarah Bemhardt, Ellen
Terry, and Eleonora Dusel demonstrated that the real
strength of their individual style was its cosmopolitan
appeal. "™ This “appeal” stemmed from the image of the
ideal woman, an image that these actresses, namely Ellen
Terry, filled, Throughout Terry's life, not only in her
relationships with men, but also in her childhood, personal
qualities, and acting itself, the Victorian value of the ideal

Born on February 27, 1847 at Coventry in
Shakespeare's county of Warwickshire, Ellen Terry was
oné of nine children, nine of whom servived, Bom o a
theatre family whose mother, Sarsh Ballard, and father,
Benjamin Terry, both acted, Ellen seemed to have little say
in her future &= an actress, In her Memaoirs, she revealed:

1 can't even tell you when it was first decided that

[ was to go on the stage, but T expect it was when [

was born, for in those days theatrical folk did not

imagine that their children could do anything but
follow their parents’ profession."

Throughout her childhood, respect for the stage and for
acting was reinforced. The ability to “go on with the next
act” was cemented in her during her youth. One night a fire
broke out in the family’s lodgings. Ellen’s mother “rushed
out of the theatre and up the street in an agony of temor, She
god us [the Terry children] out all right, ook us o the
theatre, and went on with the next act as if nothing had
happened.” Ellen's supponive father also greatly inflluenced
heer, teaching her to be “uscful, alert, and quick™ and 1o
pronounce words well. However, when she had her first
stage experience at age cight and “yelled lustily and showed
more lung-power than aptitude for the stage,” he was
seriously disappointed in her

However, Ellen’s first real acting engagement soon
followed, from 1856 1o 1859 at the Princess’s Theatre, in
Shakespearc's Winter's Tale produced by Charles and Mrs.
Kean, The impressions of thess rehearsals seemed 10 remain
with her even more than the carlier lessons she had leamed.
In her Memodrs, Terry declared, T hold very strongly that a

- child"s earlicst impressions mold its charcter perhaps more

than cither heredity or education. 1 am sare it is true in my
case," The beauty of the productions at the Princess's
Theatre, she said, made a great impression on her, and led 1o
her great respect for beanty and acsthetics in life. Such
worship of beauty surfaced when she later rejected Thsen's
Hedda and Nora, whom she called “silly ladies” becouse
they were nod pretty chamcters. She said that she did not
wani 1o act in Ibsen and considered hersell happy and locky
10 have acted “very noble, clean chamcters, since 1 prefer
that kind of par."

The Princess"s Theatre's Mra. Kean, with her “wonder-
ful fire,” also helped shape Ellen Terry's opinion of women,
an opinion in sync with the Victorian ideal. Tesry recalled:

Mo one ever had.a kinder heant than Mrs, Kean,

Beginning with her, | have always loved women in

a somewhat hand manner—I have never believed

in their hardness and have proved them tender and

generogs in the extreme.™
This view of women surfaced in Ellen's own life and was
reflecied in others' perceptions of her. British joomalists
often sentimentalized Ellen Terry's goodness; in the
Tribume, it was recorded:

Someone once said to Miss Terry with reference o

her great popularity.. that he did not believe that

she had ever witered an ill-natured word concemn-

ing a fellow-creature, To this she replied, “Why

should 17 All the world seems 1o say kind things 1o

me. I am happy knowing it and thus 1 love the

world and all who live upon it "™

Like other ideal Victorian women, Ellen Terry was the
subject of many poems. For one, Herbent Beerbohm Tree,
actor-manager of His Majesty's Theatre, wrote:

Britnin's pride

The genius of the stage personified

Queen-like, pathetic, tragic, tender, mermy—

0 rare, O sweet, O wondrous Ellen Terry.

In 1863, Ellen Tesry, sixteen, acted in a brief season at
the Haymarked Theatre, Clement Scott was one of the
painiers and pocts who went “1o worship at the shrine of this
new stage goddess,” and said, "1 never saw a more enchant-
ing and ideal creature, She was a poem that lived and
breathed, and suggested o us the girl heroines that we most
adored in poetry and the fine ans generally.” Henry James,
in 1896, agreed that she was “exactly the sort of heroine
demanded by an old-time story told round the fire."™

In art, Terry was the object of paintings which reflected
her personal feminine qualities of beanty, youth, grace, and
charm. Especially at the beginning of her career, she
assumed the status of an an object. She was admired by the



antist Gralom Robertson and sat for ot least five of ber frst
hushand's, painter G.F. Waitts', paintings, which (except for
the drawings “Ellen Terry a5 Ophelia™ and *"Madness of
Ophelis™) all portrayed Ellen as beautiful and chaste, Afier
being dismissed from a year-long (1864-5) masriage with
Watts, twice her age, in 1868, she lived with the architect
E. W, Godwin, who gave her two children, Edith and
Gordon Craig. Godwin also gave her a solid place in the
Aesthetic movement and directly related her to Pre-
Raphaclitism. Even before she had blared a trail in theatre,
then, Ellen Teary was firmly established as an acsthetic cult
figure in the worlds of both an and litersiere * W, Graham
Robertson stated: “Her charm held everyone, but [ think
preeminenty those who loved piciures. She was par
excellence the Painter's Actress and appealed 1o the eye
before the ear; her pesiure and pose were eloquence itsell.™

Such pictorialism ran through Ellen Terry*s acting, too,
reflecting the viswal nature of 19t century theatre. In the
parts Terry played, she very much embodied the Victorian
ideal, In 1881, Henry James described her as “something
whaolesome and English and womanly,” while review afier
review spolighted her “sweetness, femnininity, grace,
delicacy, and tendemess."* In many of her roles and
portraits, Ellen wore white, reflecting the innocence and
purity in which she was often cast. In the way she was said
o have “Moaied” rather than walked, Ellen personified
grace, In the negative emotions she avoided, such as frenzy,
rage, and scom, she chamctenzed charm. However, her
strengths in playing innocence, romantic love, and pathos
equalled weaknesses in portmying chamelers requinng
tmagic force, Though she played many Shakespearean
chamcters, her portrayal of the cruel Lady Macbheth drew
critical reviews instead of the praise that followed her
lightheaned Beatrice, besutiful Portia, and pure Ophelia.

Her approaches to these individual characters were
those of an ideal woman, o, When she admired the
womanly qualitics in a character (Tlike Beatrice), she played
her more winningly. And in pediorming, she stressed the
values of beauty and imagination. When it was important (o
her 1o play o part beautifully, Terry also used her imagina-
tion to adapt a part to her personality rather than temporarily
mssuming the character's. When Ellen found a dramatic
characier with some of her own qualities, like Portia,
Desdemona, Imogen, Beatrice, Hermione, Olivia, or
Margaret in Fawsr, she did her best work, not because she
mﬂ?gmwmmmmm
hersell

Ellen Terry: Ideal Woman versus Actress = 15

With this method, it was difficult 1o distinguish Ellen
Terry the actress from Ellen Terry the woman. “Acting™
greatly did not necessarily make her a great actress, it made
her popular. As Virginia Woolf observed when Ellen played
Shaw's Lady Cicely:

When she came on 10 the stage as Lady Cicely, the

stage collapsed like a house of cards and all the

limelights were extinguished. When she spoke it

was as if someone drew a bow over a ripe, richly

seasoned cello... Then she stopped speaking.. She

had forgotien her part. But did it matier? Speaking

or silent, she was Lady Cicely-or was it Ellen

Terry? At any rate she filled the stage and all the

other actors were put out, as electric lights are put

out in the sun.®

All this is not o say that Ellen Terry’s popularity was
undeserved or that Ellen Terry had no merits as an actness,
fior her apparent anlessness hid moch work. Ellen indeed
researched her parts," made numeroas notes, and thought
about her chamcters, even years afier she had performed
them, However, in an age when theatre”s images of women
revolved around the paradoxes of the ideal woman, Terry
captured these images and reflected the position of not only
the 19th century actress bot also the ideal woman, Because
of this, the public loved her, and “bought™ her. As Michael
R. Booth claimed:

In sddition to her warmith and ber sense of fun,

qualitics which mdiated across the footlights, she

had an image more substantial than that of a stage
artist alone. She was a work of art and legend in an

Arsthetic age, & symbol of femininity and woman-

hood in a domestic one, a picture of physical and

sexual beauty and allure to those who chose o

notice such things...her acting was much of this power

[iover the press and public], but not all of it

When Ellen Terry, the actress and the ideal woman,
died after n long, unnamedd illness in 1928, an age of theatre
and Victorian ideals perished wo.® Graham Robertson's
“Dream-Lady™ finally and fully expressed these ideals, most
of all, the Victorian ideal of the perfiect lady, that ended with
Ellen Terry"s life:

Ah, Ellen Terry (name that seems 1o chime

Along the echoing glades of Fairyland),

Fill us again the draught of Beaoty. Stand

Where all the world may see you, and with rhyme

Low-liliad, and with speech of face and hand

Give us our Dream, bring back the Golden Time!™
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The Eisenhower Doctrine

by Amy Whitacre

In 1957 Dwight D, Eisenhower went before Congress with
a proposal that would kater be known as the Eisenhower
Doctrine. This proposal outlined the economic and military
assistance that the United States would provide at the
request of any Middle Eastern nation that felt threatened by
Communist domination, In the early 1950's the intensity of
foreign relations in the Middle East grew with increasing
Western meddling. The West feared that Communism
would sweep down into this volatile region and virimally
take the place of Western influence. The ULS., in particular,
became mone and more interested in improving its relations
with the Arab nations in hopes of eliminating any chance
that Communism could emerge as the region’s primary
influence. Unfortunately, as Western interference increased,
0 did the regional instability. Afier a series of events, some
of which were incorrectly linked o a Communist plot, the
U.S. came forward with the intention of somehow justifying
an American presence in the Middle East.

The first event that helped to kindle the flames of
resentment of any outside interference was the West's
movement iowards the creation of a Jewish nation, Its
eventual acknowledgment of an Isracli state infuristed many
Arabs, On May 14, 1948, Israel was formally recognized as
a nation by the United States. This outraged the people of
Falesting in particular, who wene expected to graciously
leave their homes fior the creation of a fabricated Jewish
any willing acceptance of Zioniem. As a resull, threats wene
made against Israc] and it was eventually invaded. The
creation of an Ismeli state not ealy started a religious
conflict in the region, but also staned a conflict among the
Arab nations themselves over what should be done with the
homeless Palestinian population, Sumounding nations were
reluctant 1o absorb the population for fear of “watering
down" their own country with a different people.’ Even
today the Palestinian question goes unasnwered.

Another incident that added 1o the intensity of foreign
relations in the Middle East was a conflict over oil profits.
After leaming that Venezuela had soccessfully taxed
Western il companies, the Arab nations felt swindled by
the companies who helpad them extract their vast supplics
of oil; they decided to impose the same kind of tax. In order
1o prevent any further conflicts on the Ismeli issoe as well as

pacify the Arabs, the American govemment offered 1o
subsidize American oil companies that would pay the Amab
nations a fifty percent tax on the il received from the
extraction process.* Regrettably, this failed to enhance the
soiled relations between the Middle Enst and the West.

A third event was the Suez crisis in 1956, which
created another opportunity for ULS. invalvement in the
Middle East prior to the Eisenhower Doctrine, Because
General Abdul Nasser was exchanging Egyptian cotton for
Soviet-made weapons, the United States withdrew its
economic support for Egypt's praject on the Aswan High
Dam.* Infuriated by the U.S."s response, Masser captured
the Suex Canal and declared that the funds received from
his control of the canal would be used solely 1o finance the
ﬁ:m:n.hmm:mﬂsidﬁmhlcummHufhnldhghlﬁa
region, Fearing the repercassion of any U.S, interference,
the United States was reloctant to step in and aid cither side,
With the help of Israel, Great Britain and France decided 10
attack Egypt and regain control of the Suez Canal * This
attack violated the Tripartite Declaration signed by Britain,
France, and the Unitad Sintes. Under this declamtion, the
Uhited States had “pledged to take immediate action to stop
any violaion of frontiers or armistice lines,™ By not
stepping in 10 assist Egypt, the U.S. would have risked its
standing in the Arsb world and most probably invited some
form of Soviet involvement® Thus, the U.S, called for an
immediate withdrawal of Egypt by France and Great Britain
with lsrael later following their lead and also withdrawing
their troops rom Egypl

The West, particularly the United Staies, saw Commu-
nism and potential Soviet involvement as a stumbling block
in its Middle Eastern relations, This resulted from an carlier
experience which soured ULS, relations with the Soviet
Union. In July 1955 Eisenhower met with Khrushchev, the
new Soviet leader. The summit meeting was to have
included wlks on such issues as nuclear dissrmament and
atomic weapon prohibition.” Everyone placed high hopes on
a positive cutcome (o this moch-hyped meeting in Geneva.
Unfortunately, no agreements could be reached by either
side. The hopes of thawing the Cold War had vanished.

As a result of the disappointing summit in Geneva, the
United States concerned itself with Nasser's tremendons
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campaigm for Arab Nationalism. Soviet-Egyptian relations
became mone and more friendly. Soon Nasser found himself
supporied by Khrushchev, This radical change in Soviet
policy that had previously frowned upon approval of this
type of activity frightened the United States, Consequently,
Eisenhower and Allen Dulles, the director of the CLA.,
supporizd Britain"s proposed Baghdad Pact in hopes of
smothering both Nasser's growing Amb Nationalism
movement and Communism.® The Baghdad Pact aligned
Gireat Britain, Imn, Iraq, Turkey, and Pakistan to form a
Morthern tier alliznce.? Their common goal was 10 keep the
Soviet Union from moving into the Middle East The ULS.
was not a formal member of the Baghdad Pact, bat it did
contribute financially and militarily. Although Nasser was
considered a force 1o be reckoned with, the United States
also continued to keep a close eye on Iran.

In 1951, Iraninn Prime Minister Mohammed
Mossadegh declared nationalization in Iran and then
proceeded to take full control of all of Iran's natural
resources, which had previously been controlled by Great
Britain through the Anglo-Imnian oil company. Insulicd by
Mossadegh's actions, Great Britain decided to boyeott
Iranian oil. Despite the fact that this boycott greatly
benefited the American oil companies based in Sandi
Arabia, the U.S, still attempted to pacify both sides.™ The
boyeolt created a tremendous economic crisis in [rmn.
Mossadegh requested help from the American govemnment,
and he also warned that he would be forced 1o seck help
from the Soviets if the United States failed 1o comply. In
responss 10 Mossadegh's threat, Eisenhower authorized a
C.1LA. coup to rid Iran of both Mossadegh and his anti-
Westemn influence. The coup involved re-csiablishing the
power of the dethroned Shah followed by his appointment
of a new prime minister, General Fazollash Zahedi; it was
hoped that this would stop the threat of a potential Commu-
nist-supported regime." The coup ended in “a new amange-
consortium and expanded American infloence in the
country,™*

In order 0 maintain some semblance of control in the
Middie East, the United States vowed that Arab indepen-
dence was its primary interest, and that its actions would
reflect this goal. In fact, the administration went even
further by wamning the Arsb nations that Communism
presented a tremendous threat to the achievement of their
goal of independence. Regardiess of the “waming,” the
Arabs still maintained that their most powerful threat was
nol Communism but rather the Jewish state of Israel.
However, Westem influence and reactions 10 crises in the
Middle East did not seem (o deter or lessen the threat of
potential Communist control.

It was just such a threat that was perceived asa
hindrance 1o both American national interests and Arah
national interests, Commamist control of the region
not only threatened the free fow of oil, but the political
foundations of Communism were clearly not believed o

have America’s best interest at heant — that it in fact would
counter and/for damage any furthering of U.S /Amb
relations. Oil played an important role in these relations in
the sense that it was not only a coveted resource bat also an
effective bargaining chip for whoever had control of it
Thus, it was necessary for Eisenhower 1o call on his
advizors, whom he depended on greatly, 1o help him make
the best out of the perceived threat in the Middle East. His
advisors held diverse political beliefs and Eisenhower
depended not only on their honesty but also on the differ-
ence of opinions they provided him. In particular, this
“stall™ incladed his younger brother Milton, George
Humphrey, Sinclair Weeks (Secretary of Commerce),
Lewis Strauss (a Cold War conservative), Ezra Taft Benson
(Secretary of Agriculture), Staff Secretary Brigadier
General Pete Camroll, Secretary of Siate John Foster Dulles,
and his brother Allen Dulles (CLA. director).” Eisenhower's
relationship with the Dulles” brothers was truly unigue and
important. In particular, Eisenhower and his Secretary af
State were quite close: “...0ne cannot exaggerate the
clozeness of their collaboration as for ax and a half vears,
hour by hour, they focused on those very tiny details that
eventually decide war or peace.™* On the other hand,
Eisenhower was not quite as fond of Allen Dulles. In fact,
throughout his administration, Eisenhower tried to pall the
reins in on the CLA. and its staffl by condemning its
policies and methods of operation.
Mevertheless, after lengthy discussions with his
advising staff, Eisenhower finally decided that the United
States had 10 take serious action in order 1o wipe out both
Communism and Arab Nationalism in the Middle East. In
1957 he presented his proposed plan of action before
Congress for approval. In it, Eisenhower stressed that the
“..basic national objective on intemational affairs remaing
peace — a workd based on justice.™" The doctrine autho-
rized the ULS. government o give both economic and
military support 10 any nation that requested it for the
purpose of developing economic strength, prolecting
territorial integrity and political independence, or providing
protection against Commaunist aggression.™ The Doctrine
was overwhelmingly approved by Congress by a vote of 72
to 19 in the Senate and 350 1o 600 in the House,” -
The first real test of the Eisenhower Doctrine's actual
force as a statement of American foreign policy in the
Middle East took place in Lebanon in 1958, The
Lehanese president Camille Chamoun, a Maronite Chris-
tinn, was faced with violent Muslim protests that threatzned
his power. Chamoun called upon the United States and its
Eisenhower Doctring 1o help him both calm his population
and remain in power. The U5, had been responsible for his
being in office ariginally, but because there was no Com-
mumnist threat, the Undted States could not “legally™ inter-
fiere. In fact, John Foster Dulles strongly warned Elsenhower
that any intervention by the United States could cause
unwanted anti-Western sentiment among the Arab popula-
tion, 50 Eisenhower did not send any military assistance at



this time." Eventually, the Lebanese army managed 1o gain
some control and “ensions eased."!® Nevertheless, in a few
shor months, the conflict resurfaced. This time il was maore
viodenil

On July 13, 1958, a successful coup in Irag ended with
the death of the king and his prime minister.* The king's
regime supporied the British-designed Baghdad pact.
However, the replacement govermnment appeared (o be at
least pro-MNasser, if not entirely supporied by MNasser and his
Arab Nationalism cause. The ussassination struck fear in the
heart of surrounding countries, such as Soudi Arabin,
Lebanon, and Jordan, A plotied coup against the leader of
Jordan was even uncovered. President Chamoun again
requestad that the United States intervene and send military
assistance immediately to Lebanon. Saudi Ambia's King
Soud also appealed to the United States for some type of
response. Many believed that if Nasser was indeed respon-
sihle in some way for the coap, he might move ino
Lebanon and atiempt o establish a pro-MNasser government
there as well.

Against the advice of his advisers, Eisenhower responded
by sending 14,00 American troops inio Lebanon.® Rather
than wrap its intentions entirely in the Eisenhower Docirine,
the United States government declared thit itz intention
served two goals™ One was 0 protect American lives in the
area of Lebanon. The sacond was 1o assist the government
of Lebanon in maintaining its territorial integrity and
political independence, as staled in the Doctrine, This
outlining of the American forcign policy reflected the
feeling that it was the threat of Communizm and Arab
Mationalism that was being fought for the benefit of the
Arab nations,

Contrary to Eisenhower's beliefs at the time, the Amb
Mationalist and Communist movements were not remotely
concernid in any way. In fact, Nasser had even banned the
Egyptian Communist party.™ The Arab nationalists mercly
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two very different factions that the United States saw as a
unified threat to regional stability,

Severnl conclusions can be made sbout the Eisenhower
Doctring in the Middle East. Although the Uniled States had
been in the region for quite some time, diplomatic dealings
in this area were relatively new 1o the US. As a result,
one sees & greal varety in the United States” treatmeni of
the region in the years prior to the doctrine itself, Commu-
nist influence was considered a very dangerous threat not
only to the United States national interests in the Middle
Exnst but 1o the national interest of the Arab countries
themselves. Any crisis was somchow immediately associ-
ated with the Commanists and their quest for influence over
and control of the region’s vast oil supply.

Unfortunately, most American interventions at this
time in the Middle East were strongly related o deciding
who should have control of the oil resources, Meedless 1o
say, Communist control of the oil in the Middle East was
nol seen a5 a desirable siteation for the ULS, and other
Western countries. Therefore, one sees these nations
aligning themselves with the more conservative Arab forces
with the intention of maintaining & dominant Western
influence* In the end, the United State woward itself wying
o juggle many different Middle Eastern issoes and still
keep regional siability,

Eisenhower, . .believed that the

United Staies possessed a moral obligation to

employ its power in order 1o contain intemational

communism, strengthen the economic, political,

and ethnic bonds within the free world, and protect

institutions from the chaos of intemational

instability. >
Thus, ﬂmﬁmmmﬂiﬂemﬂ:ﬁﬂnﬂmmm

used the threat of wming 1o Communism 0 gain some sort pertained io the Middle East.
of leverage over the Westem influence that they saw as a
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Nixon’s Resignation and Its Effects on World Politics

by Marthew Theix

In the weeks after August 9, 1974, historians, researchers,
and “instanit expert” journalists offered a plethora of
opinions regarding the significance of Richard Nixon's
resignation as President. As each relied upon his or her
unigue frame of reference, the natural resull was a tremen-
dous variance in interpretation, Ultimately, while Nixon's
resignation yielded a variety of responses, it did linle to alier
the course of world politics.

Before the afiermath of this event can be analyzed, it is
essentind to understand some of its cavses, In lnte July
1974, the White House position regarding the possible
impeachment of Nixon wavered from unconditional
confidence of his escaping impeachment o admission that
the President had a rough road ahead of him, Neventheless,
even as late as August 3, Deputy Press Secretary Gerald L.
Warren suggested that Nixon would not resign even if
impeached by the House of Representatives, and reiterated
the President's faith that the House would fail 1o approve
the articles of impeachment.!

Once the debate in the House Judiciary Committee
began, many commitiee members expressed anxiety about
impeaching Nixon. Others used the debate to relate o their
constituency why impeachment was necessary in spite of
the fact that they had elecied the president 1o office by a
landslide in 1972, Though the alieratives were clear (1o
impeach or not o impeach), Representative Waller Flowers
(D, Alasks) expressed this underlying ambiguity when he
stated, “We do not have a choice that, 1o me, represents
enything desirable, . . This is indeed a temible choice we
have 1o make,™

Midway through the debates, bowever, Nixon, under
judicial pressure, released 8 number of ststements from the
infamous Watergate tapes that clearly revealed the exten-
sive nature of his involvement in this scandal, As this
evidence proved beyond a shadow of a doubt that the
President was guilty of political espionage and ootright
lying, even the most steadfast supponiers were convinced
that impeachment as well as conviction were foregone
conclusions, Realizing that this was no longer & partisan
issue, Nixon decided to resign.?

The announcement of resignation wis delivered on
August 8 to more than 110 million television viewers. In his
address, Nixon suggested that any wrongdoings aover the

jpast years in office had been performed only in what he
believed 1o be the best interest of the country, In justilying
his decision to resign, Nixon alloded (o his loss of suppont
im Congress, which he believed would prevent him from
successfully performing his duties as president. He hoped
that his actions would help heal the country's bitter wounds
and admitied that be would have stayed in office had there
been a chance that he would not have been impeached and
convicted. By noon the following day, Richard Nixon's
resignation was official *

Though the former President began his exile in San
Clemente, California that ssme afiermoon, experts agreed
that Nixon's physical absence would scarcely limit the
the Republican/conservative reaction that Nixon's resigna-
tion was an “act of supreme stalesmanship,™ As a reward
for his actions, which spared the nation the problems of a
Senate trial as well as a period of “leaderlessness™ and
resenlment, one supponer suggesied that Nixon shoald be
that his resignation would revitalize a morally crushed
Republican Party which could now focus on more germane
issues.*

Similar to the aforementioned “experts,” the American
public also embraced the reality of resignation with mixed
emotions, Symbaolic of many consarvative communities,
Shelter Island, Long Island, felt betrayed by the news of
Nixon's resignation. Though relieved that he was leaving
olfice, citizens explained that his admission of participation
in Watergate was unforgivable, Sounding as if they had lost
a close friend, the usual phrase was, “We really believed in
Mr. Nixon.™ Nationally, the topic was received with nomb
cedied a sense of relief that the long national nightmare was
fnally over.™ Focusing their attention on the possibilities of
the Ford Administration, many Americans avoided fixating
on the problems of Watergate, Yel, some AMCTicans were
Jess than reserved in their criticisms of Nixon. Angered by
his deception of Congress and the nation as a whole, they
chided the former president”s failure to overtly admit his
guilt in the text of his resignation speech.”

In analyzing these conflicting accounts of public
opinion, it is important o keep in mind that Watergaie had
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received two years of contimuous media coverage prior o
Nixon's resignation. This fact could account for the
seemingly “exhausted” attitude of many citizens polled after
August 9, and why they refrained from demanding a further
investigation of his panicipation in Watergate. These
citizens were no longer shocked or intercsted in discovering
what Nixon knew, and when he knew il. Thedr iestimony
reveals the simple desire 1o move on and focus on the
future,*®

Democrats, liberals, and religious leaders, on the other
hand, were less than restrained in revealing thedr troe
feelings. In the weeks following Nixon's departore from
office, they centered their attention on three arcas of
concern: the legal aftermath, the success of the Constitu-
tional system, and the question of guilt. Addressing the legal
ramifications of Nixon's resignation, liberal magazines and
journals commented that although Nixon had resigned, the
impeachment process should not be allowed o continue 5o
that future officials would understand that resignation was
not an escape from serious misconduct. They then rhetori-
cally questioned whether Nixon shoald have been indited in
light of the fact that “the Constitution is explicit in stating
that impeachment does not preclude later prosecution.™!
According to one Congressman, it handly seemed just 1o
allow Nixon to be pardoned while his administration went
1o prison, '

The New Republic, on the other hand, interpreted
Minon's “forced” self-removal as obvious proof that the
Constitutional system worked. Praising the House Judiciary
Committee for their diligence and steadfnetness, they
suggested that all was not lost. Expressing similar senti-
ment, moments afier Chiel Justice Warnen Berger has swom
in the new President, he *grabbed the hand of Hugh Scott. ..
and said, “Hugh, it worked. Thank God it worked,™ He was
referring to the system.™ Finally, the editors of The New
Republic noted that this episode would serve as a reminder
1o the Presidents and politicians of future gencrations that
political deceit and deception would not be tolerated ™

Religious leaders and magazines perceived Nixon's
resignation through yet another lens. Concentrating on the
farcwell address, members of the religious community
denounced the President’s speech for its lack of “guilt and
humiliation.™* In an interesting comment, James Wall of
The Christian Century™ wenl 5o far as 0 sugpest that
through his resignation, Nixon was merely deceiving the
American public once again. Though this suthor did not
expound upon the exact nature of this deception, The New
Republic offered a possible explanation by commenting that
Nixon's resignation would hide other federal offenses
commitied by the President between 1972 and 1974,
Paralleling this event with other examples of Nixonian
politics, Wall concluded by calling for a higher political
marality so that future Walergates could not be hidden
under the disguise of judgements made “'in the best interest
of the nation,™"

In analyzing the position of the religious community, it
is plausible why it would have been difficult, if not impos-
gible, for these leaders 1o ask the nation for Nixon®s
immediate forgivensss. As revealed in a Gallup/Newsweek
Poll conducted shorly afier August 9, 65 percent of the
people surveyed believed that “Nixon's actions regarding
Watcrgate werg serious enough o warrant his nesigna-
ton,™ Thus, it was far easier for these figures and instit-
tions to cast a moral shadow of doubt on the former
President than to suggest that his deeds and position were
above reproach.

Reflecting upan the popularity of Nixon in 1968 and
1972, it is easy o understand why many Democrats and
liberals tried o milk his resignation for all it was worth,
Hoping the public would associate the Republican Party
with criminals and liars, a wave of Democratic propaganda
was unlcashed in advance of the presidential campaign of
1976, While this is not 10 say that Democratic anger over
the maters of Watergate were unfouonded, it would be naive
to assume that at least some didn’t weigh Nixon's resigna-
tion in purely political erms.

Internationally, Western Europeans commented little
on the resignation, bat ok the opportunity 1o express their
confidence in future good relations with the Ford Adminis-
tration, Reliel, sorrow, and concem were overshadowed by
some international leaders’ uncertainty about America’s
futare foreign policy. To reassure ULS. allies that policies as
well as major cabinet positions would not change, Ford
announced that Henry Kissinger would remain as Secretary
of State."

Possibly fearing a regression in foreign relations, the
Soviet Union surprisingly failed to mention the role of
Watergate in President Nixon's decision to resign. In radio
broadeasts, Soviet officials claimed that he was the victim
of a vickous inner party stregghe as well as at odds with
Democrats upsel over the Joss of the 1972 election. Most
imporiant, however, was the Soviet news agency’s assur-
ances to the public and the world that policies and relations
would not change because of Nixon's resignation.'

Following the customary international practice of not
interfering in the domestic problems of other nations, it is
nod unasual that most countries refmined from concentrat-
ing on Nixon's deeds and chose instead 1o offer at least
token suppoet 1o the new administration. Even the Soviet
Unicn offered an interesting interpretation of the resignation
by suggesting it was the result of a conflict between jealous
Demeocrats and Republicans. Nevertheless, in spite of
varying opinions, Nixon's resignation failed to significantly
change the course of world politics.

It iz evident that this single historical event has
symbolized many things to many different people. Yet, less
than twenty years later, this event has been, in many ways,
conveniently overlooked by much of the American public.
Assisted by Ford's pardon of Nixon, which helped impede
further inguiry into the matier, as well as the observance



that few of the assumed consequences had come to fruition,
the opic of Nixon's resignation eventually fell victim to
other maners of national interest. In retrospect, litthe has
changed domestically or internationally in political terms as
a direct consequence: the Republican Party has not waned
in presidential power, politics are probably as amoral as
ever, and world order has not been altered. While this
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politically negligible in its effects, U5, aceeptance of
Nixon's resignation as merely a “slight imperfection™ of the
American political system suggests something impaortant in
itself, Ultimately, this event has served as a powerful
reminder that the Constitwtional form of govemment is truly
amazing in its ability 10 handle changes in office,
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