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“Dr. Busarow had a passion for music that 
was inspirational....He enriched our taste 
for music and the need to have music in our 
lives. Looking back, I cannot imagine my life 
without the Wittenberg Choir and Dr B. It was 
my honor and privilege to be part of his choir 
my four years at Wittenberg. Maybe the best 
synopsis can be found by stealing a quote from 
the musical Wicked, ‘Because I knew you, I 
have been changed for good.’ May his light shine 
throughout Wittenberg for years to come - I 
know it will always shine in my life.”  – Hannah 
Auxter Mapus ’06

“Dr. B taught us that excellence is possible 
and that faith, fellowship and hard work are 
important components of that achievement.”
– Jonathan Stewart ’89 

“Dr. Donald Busarow and his effect on students 
defy description. No words adequately tell of 
the richness of the experiences, academic, social 
and spiritual that he shares with his students 
as a teacher and a mentor. None of this is done 
overtly – the relationship is built over a period 
of time through the sharing of lives. The depth of 
this relationship was communicated to the whole 
Wittenberg community on March 19 when, 
without fanfare or reward, over 200 alums 
made the commitment to travel from all over 
the United States to campus to pay tribute to this 
man who shaped their lives.”  – Pamela Stewart ’69 

“Dr. Donald Busarow combines a meaningful 
spiritual experience with the creation of 
excellence in music. He is a mentor to his students 
and an example of excellence to all. Dr. Busarow 
shares his musical skills in performance and 
composition to create a lifelong memorable 
experience both for those who participate and for 
those who listen and enjoy,”  – Alan Stewart ’69 

“Twenty eight years ago, Donald Busarow 
accepted the call to a faith-based music ministry 
that would touch the lives of thousands, many in 
a life-changing manner. Over those years, ‘Dr. B’ 
has created a ‘dwelling place,’ simple and modest 
and filled with music and words that have been 
so carefully chosen to entertain, enliven, bring 
joy, healing, hope or encouragement or simply 
to experience the blessing of receiving a large 
helping of grace. He has encouraged a sense of 
family and has provided a yearly homecoming to 
all who have been nurtured there and feel called 
back home to reconnect with themselves and with 
others they have met along the way. Be assured 
that the banner over the door of this dwelling 
place has been and always will be SOLI DEO 
GLORIA!  To God alone the glory!”  – Stephanie 
Backity Rodelander ’69
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Magical Moments
Why Wittenberg Matters

As the year draws to a close, my thoughts turn toward commencement – that magical 
day each year when we see our seniors cross the stage to receive their Wittenberg 

diplomas. in that moment, i wish i could have all alumni and friends of Wittenberg with 
me to marvel at the transformation that has occurred in the lives of each and every 
graduate. Like me, you would be reminded of the incredible difference our faculty and 
staff make in the lives of our young people – becoming their mentors, friends and yes, 
family. We change lives every day here, and the results of our collective efforts reveal 
themselves in what i like to call “magical moments” – those times that unquestionably 

affirm the enduring quality and value of a Wittenberg education. commencement is one of those 
moments, but there are many, many others. 

This spring provided ample opportunities to experience “magical moments,” but perhaps the two 
most memorable occurred within the same 24-hour period. The first was a Friday evening concert, the 
final Wittenberg choir Home concert under the direction of Don Busarow. The evening began with a 
packed Weaver chapel rising to its feet to provide a spontaneous standing ovation for this much beloved 
professor. The evening ended with nearly 200 alumni proceeding to the front of Weaver chapel to sing 

“When i Survey the Wondrous cross” shoulder-to-shoulder with the current choir members. They then 
surrounded the chapel and sang the benediction. The beautiful music, the interplay of choir members old 
and new, and the emotion of the moment brought me to tears, as it did my wife. it was, indeed, a magical 
moment. Lin and i joined the alumni and choir in the cDr for fellowship and fun, and then wandered 
across campus to our home, tired but inspired.

The next morning, i spoke to a gathering of prospective students, stopped by the lacrosse game and 
a tennis match and then journeyed up the hill to Hollenbeck Hall to join in celebrating the 40th anniversary 
of the East Asian Studies program. Wittenberg is blessed with an East Asian Studies program with a history, 
reach and impact that is very unusual for a college of our size. The focus of the celebration on Saturday  
was to honor the three pillars of the program – distinguished professors Gene Swanger, Jim Huffman 
and Stan Mickel. Alumni traveled from as far away as Japan and Mexico to pay tribute to these three 
extraordinary men who have shaped the lives of literally generations of Wittenberg graduates. As 
speaker after speaker came forward to tell stories about how Gene, Stan, or Jim had changed their life 
in a professional or personal sense, Lin and i again were overwhelmed with emotion. One simply could 
not listen to these tributes and fail to be profoundly moved by the impact these three individuals have 
had on the trajectory of so many lives. As we walked home arm-in-arm, Lin and i looked at each other in 
wonderment and appreciation at all we had experienced in the last 24 hours and how blessed we felt to 
be at a place that matters. 

Magical moments like these are part of the fabric of Wittenberg, and sometimes i fear we take them 
for granted. not every place has this “magic” or finds opportunities (often spontaneous) to celebrate the 
deep richness of the learning that occurs in their midst. i would ask each of you to take a moment to reflect 
on these “moments” in your own life and thank those who have changed your life. i suspect many of those 
thanks will include this professor or that staff member at Wittenberg who reached out to you. The two 
moments i have described and many others are captured in this issue of the Wittenberg Magazine, as are the 
many accomplishments of our seniors, recent graduates, and even some of us who are a little older. 

Just as i experienced these two “magical moments,” i have also experienced a flood of good news 
recently, receiving a series of e-mails and announcements regarding the accomplishments of our students 
and our recent graduates. Together they provide a mosaic of accomplishments that would make any 
college president smile.
l First, i learned that three members of the campus community, professors Heather Wright and George 
Hudson and senior student Valerie O’Brien, were selected as Fulbright Scholars. This marks the fifth year in 
a row that at least one Wittenberg undergraduate has received this prestigious award.
l i also learned that nick Del Grosso ’10 was awarded a prestigious national Science Foundation 
Graduate research Fellowship, a distinction most often awarded to graduates of research universities. 
Over the next four years, nick will receive more than $40,000 a year ($160,000) to support his education.
l For the second year in a row, a Wittenberg senior, nate Peters, has been named a recipient of a 
national Security Education Program (nSEP) Boren Scholarship. nate, a russian Area Studies major, will 
study in russia throughout the coming 2010-11 academic year.
l Then there is theatre major Karl Miller ’01 who won the Helen Hayes Award for best resident actor, 
sharing that prestigious honor with veteran classical actor Stacy Keach. 
l And Wittenberg alumna and psychology major Lindsey Short ’08 recently received the Vanier canada 
Graduate Scholarship, cosponsored by the Social Sciences and Humanities research council of canada. 
The Vanier Scholarship is valued at $50,000 per year for three years.

So, it has been another memorable semester at Wittenberg with plenty to smile about and even 
some tears (mostly the good kind). it has been a challenging year to be sure, but it has, as always, included 
its share of “magical moments” and extraordinary accomplishments. Together, they serve as a powerful 
reminder that the heart of Wittenberg’s mission remains strong and is worthy of our collective support. 
We change lives, and i hope your reflections at this time of year help each of you to renew your efforts to 
be a positive force in the lives of Wittenberg students, in your own family and in your community.

Warm regards,

Mark H. Erickson, President
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Academic Excellence recognized Again With Three Fulbright Awards

An established liberal arts leader in the number of prestigious 
Fulbright Awards received by faculty and students, 

Wittenberg recently learned again that three more members of 
its family have earned the coveted distinction. Valerie O’Brien 
’10 of Edgewood, Ky., Heather Wright, assistant professor of 
political science, and George Hudson, professor of political 
science, are the latest in a long line of Fulbright winners at 
Wittenberg, which includes 15 students and 12 faculty to date.

O’Brien ’10 is completing a dual degree program with a B.A. 
in biochemistry & molecular biology and a B.A. in German. 
She will use her Fulbright to work with Dr. Jürgen Brockmöller 

Senior Earns Elite nSF Graduate research Fellowship 

at the University of Göttingen examining interactions between 
drug transporters and drug-metabolizing enzymes.

Wright plans to teach graduate-level courses in American 
studies and gender studies, and conduct research at the 
University of Lodz, in Lodz, Poland, in its Department of 
Transatlantic and Media Studies. The experience will allow 
her to develop a Polish case study component in three of her 
political theory courses.

Hudson, who also serves as the director of Russian and 
Central Eurasian Studies as well as department chair of political 
science, will teach and conduct research in the Department of 
International Relations at Tbilisi State University in Georgia, 
where he will focus on Russian-American relations on third 
nations and regions, emphasizing the impact of the relationship 
on Georgia and the Caucasus region.

Sponsored by the U.S. Department of State, the Fulbright 
Program is the largest U.S. international exchange program 
offering opportunities for students, scholars, and professionals 
to undertake international graduate study, advanced research, 
university teaching, and teaching in elementary and secondary 
schools worldwide. n

Nick Del Grosso ’10 has taken advantage 
of every opportunity to learn and 
grow professionally in Wittenberg’s 
psychology department. Recipient of 
several recognitions already, Del Grosso 
can now add another – a prestigious 
National Science Foundation Graduate 
Research Fellowship, the oldest graduate 
fellowship program of its kind. 

“According to the NSF’s website, 90 
percent of the winners of this fellowship 
are from Harvard, Stanford, MIT, the 
University of Michigan, etc.,” noted Jo 
Wilson, Keil Professor of Psychology. “It 
is very unusual for a student from a liberal 
arts college to win this award and even 
more so for an undergraduate student to 

receive the award, as most receive one after 
their first year of graduate school.”

Thanks to the fellowship, Del Grosso, 
who hails from Marysvil le, Ohio, 
received a four-year annual stipend of 
$30,000 along with $10,500 cost of 
education allowance for tuition and fees, 
a one-time $1,000 international travel 
allowance, and the freedom to conduct 
his own research at any accredited 
U.S. or foreign institution of graduate 
education he chooses. 

Del Grosso, who is one of only 2,000 
recipients this year, plans to attend the 
prestigious Max Planke Institute in 
Tubingen, Germany, where he will study 
brain-machine interfaces. n
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new Study-Abroad Option connects To namesake
On-going conversat ions between 
Wittenberg and its sister city in Europe 
may soon result in a new semester-long 
study-abroad program in Wittenberg, 
Germany, for interested students.

Representatives from Wittenberg 
recently traveled to Germany to learn 
more about the potential partnership, 
the program itself and the facilities 
available. The visit landed the Wittenberg 
contingent, which included Dave Barry, 
professor of languages, JoAnn Bennett, 
director of international education, 
Sally Brannon, associate professor of 
education, Tom Kaplan, Ness Chair 
in Entrepreneurship, Lowell Monke, 
associate professor of education and 
department chair, and Karen Reynolds, 

director of WittPath Career Services, 
on the front cover of the local German 
newspaper.

Wittenberg, Germany, has served as  
a  key  loc at ion for  W it tenberg 
University’s already established summer 
program. n 

Determined to “enable women and girls 
to stand up to peer pressure and media 

stereotypes, say no to risky behavior and 
abusive relationships, and put an end to 
relational aggression, such as bullying – on 
the playground and in the office,” the national 
movement known as the Confidence Coalition 
welcomed a new member in March. Thanks to 
the efforts of Esther Mast ’10 of Millersburg, 
Ohio, Wittenberg became the first institution 
in higher education to join the effort, which 
is sponsored by the national organization of 
Kappa Delta Sorority.

Tied to a weeklong series of activities 
related to Women’s History Month, the 
March 22 kickoff luncheon for Wittenberg’s 
own Confidence Coalition attracted Ohio 
First Lady Frances Strickland, who presented 
the keynote address. A native of Kentucky, 

Building confidence
University Becomes First Higher Education 
Institution To Join National Coalition 
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Office Of Advancement Welcomes new Director
Ann Zawisza Georges 
’75 has been named  
the new director of 
leadership giving at 
Wittenberg. As a vice 
president with Spring-
f ield ’s Community 
Hospital, now Commu-
nity Health Partners, 

for nearly 30 years, Georges brings 
extensive experience in fundraising to 
the post.

The first executive director of the 
Community Hospital Independent 
Endowment Fund, the fundraising 
arm of the hospital, Georges has also 

served as past president of the Ohio 
Association for Healthcare Philanthropy 
and former chair of the National Journal 
Committee of the National Association 
for Healthcare Philanthropy. Prior to 
entering healthcare, Georges was a 
member of Wittenberg’s advancement 
team as Assistant Director of The 
Wittenberg Fund.

Actively involved on several community 
organizations and boards, and married 
to Corwin Georges, professor of 
theatre, Georges received her B.A. in 
English and theatre and her master’s in 
communication from the University of 
Dayton. n 

AiDS Activist Zackie Achmat To Present commencement Address
As the members of the class of 2010 
prepare to live out the university’s mission, 
they turn to one of the world’s leading 
agents of social change, internationally 
renowned AIDS activist and Nobel 
Peace Prize nominee Zackie Achmat, 
for inspiration on May 15. Founder 
and chairman of the Treatment Action 
Campaign (TAC), the most well-known 
and successful AIDS activist group in 
South Africa, Achmat will present the 
keynote address at Wittenberg’s 165th 
Commencement Exercises.

Committed to ensuring that HIV/

AIDS is not a death sentence, Achmat 
was named TIME magazine’s “Person 
of the Week” in 2001 for his leadership 
in the “campaign to secure treatment 
for South Africa’s 4.7 million HIV 
patients” and the “epic victory” that 
yea r “when 39 pha rmaceut ica l 
companies withdrew a lawsuit to block 
South Africa from importing cheaper 
generic copies of patented AIDS 
drugs.” Achmat’s work, the magazine 
continued, raised “new hope for 
millions of AIDS sufferers throughout 
the developing world.” n
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College with a B.S. in management, 
Mickool also has 45 hours of computer 
science at Southeastern Massachusetts 
University and completed the executive 
MBA program at Northeastern. n

University Harnesses Power Of Technology With new ciO
In keeping with its strategic initiative to 
implement a fully developed strategic 
technology plan, Wittenberg welcomed 
Rick Mickool as its new chief information 
officer (CIO), March 1. 

Formerly at Northeastern University, 
Mickool brings 20 years of higher 
education experience in IT design and 
maintenance, as well as a successful track 
record in a wide range of technology 
and non-technology-related initiatives, 
including portal and enterprise system 
installations, institutional student service 
re-engineering, and responsibility-centered  

nSF Award of $600,000 Assists in STEM-recruitment
Focused on increasing the number of 
under-represented populations with 
a special emphasis on attracting and 
providing support for students from 
Upward Bound programs nationally, 
a proposal submitted by two science 
faculty members has translated into 
a five-year $600,000 grant from the 
National Science Foundation.

Titled “American Computational 
Ta lent Investment for Va luable 
Access, Training and Experience,” 
the funded proposal was written by 
and will be administered by Eric A. 
Stahlberg, director of the university’s 
computational science program, and 
Margaret A. Goodman, professor of 
biology.

“Applications involving computer 
technology and mathematical models 
are becoming extremely pervasive 
throughout the sciences, but also 
in everyday applications including 
transportation, medicine, and even 
smart power grids,” Stahlberg said.
“The award is made possible by the 

combined efforts of many programs 
on campus, including Upward Bound, 
First-Year Experience, financial aid and 
admission.”

Under-represented students interested 
in pursuing science, technology, engi- 
neering and/or mathematics (STEM) 
wil l be el igible for scholarships 
supported by the funding, which will 
become effective May 1, 2010. n

Strickland grew up on a dairy farm before 
earning her Ph.D. in educational psychology 
at the University of Kentucky, where she met 
her future husband, current Ohio Gov. Ted 
Strickland. She worked in the public school 
system as an educational psychologist, and she 
authored a screening test for kindergarten-age 
children along with a children’s book titled 
The Little Girl Who Grew Up To Be Governor.

 As first lady of Ohio, Strickland actively 
promotes a number of initiatives, including 
education, the environment, renewable energy 
and inclusion. In addition, she serves as chair 
of the Family and Children First Councils.

Wittenberg’s formal commitment to the 
national Confidence Coalition will help 
promote confidence among women and girls, 
raise awareness for the efforts underway and 
shape the movement. n

Search Underway for new Provost 
After nine years as provost, the university’s chief academic 
officer, Ken Bladh ’69, professor of geology, decided to return 
to his first passion, teaching, effective January 2010. While the 
search for Bladh’s replacement is underway, Warren Copeland, 
professor of religion and faculty director of the Center for Civic 
& Urban Engagement, as well as Springfield’s mayor, has been 
appointed interim provost.

Jerry Pankhurst, professor of sociology and provost search 
committee chair, along with 11 colleagues, including two 
members of the board of directors, Stephen Buchenroth ’70, 
chair, and Elizabeth Hunter ’69, expect to have a new provost 
in place by the start of fall semester 2010. For the latest on the 
search, log on to www.wittenberg.edu/provostsearch. n
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budgeting design and implementation.
“Colleges in the 21st century that 

harness the power of technology 
will inevitable become the leaders of 
tomorrow, and Rick’s expertise clearly 
will position us as a leader in this effort,” 
said Wittenberg President Mark H. 
Erickson.

Prior to his time at Northeastern, 
Mickool served as CIO for Babson 
College in Wellesley, Mass., where he 
led a 65-member IT group, managed  
an almost $10 million operations/
capital budget, and directed initiatives 
that signif icantly increased faculty 
usage of web and IT resources.

A magna cum laude graduate of Babson 

Bladh
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Taking a class with Fitz Smith, associate 
professor of English, clearly can inspire 
as evidenced by first-year student Taylor 
Hiner’s nationally recognized essay. 

Hiner,  f rom 
Nor th L ima, 
Ohio, and the 
ent i r e  c l a s s 
were challenged 
by Smith to 
write with the 
program “This 
I Believe” in 
mind. Founded 
in 2004 as “a 

not-for-profit organization that engages 
youth and adults from all walks of life 
in writing, sharing and discussing brief 
essays about the core values that guide 
their daily lives,” the program is “based 
on a 1950s radio program of the same 

name, hosted by acclaimed journalist 
Edward R. Murrow.”

As part of the assignment, Hiner wrote 
about her faith and family, and how 
they carried her through a frightening 
misdiagnosis. She then submitted it 
to “This I Believe,” and the program 
selected it.

“I just couldn’t believe they chose 
mine out of the thousands of essays they 
receive every day,” said Hiner, a lifelong 
Lutheran and elementary education 
major whose large family, including 19 
members in her father’s family alone, 
regularly get together.

“I can’t explain enough how much my 
family means to me,” Hiner said. She 
also is still in awe over the recognition. “I 
am truly honored and thankful for such 
a wonderful English 101 professor who 
gave me this opportunity.” n 

University Launches new recruitment-Focused Website

End Of An Era
Trudy Faber Concludes Four-Decade 
Teaching Career

Visitors to Wittenberg’s website 
were greeted with a new look and 
feel when the university unveiled its 
new website in March. Developed 
in-house over the course of the last 
year, the site reflects the perspective 
and needs of a prospective student. 
Clear, easy-to-read categories define 
the site’s main entry point while 
vivid, dynamic photography and 
four to six scrolling features help to 
tell the Wittenberg story.

“We wanted a site that prospective 
students and their families could 

immediately identify with and 
navigate effectively,” said Bob 
Rafferty ’02, director of new media 
and webmaster, who spearheaded 
the redesign effort.

In addition to updated text, photos 
and interactive features, the site 
creates a more seamless experience 
for all users. Students and faculty 
have newly organized resources, and 
alumni are greeted with a new social 
networking community. Read more 
about the alumni community on 
page 28. n

For 43 years, Trudy Faber, professor of music, 
delighted audiences with her annual spring 

recital at Weaver Chapel. Her passion for music 
clearly displayed itself even more March 28 as 
she played the organ keys for the final time as 
a full-time faculty member.

For this recital, she performed some pieces 
she has played before, including “Litanies” by 
Jehan Alain, which she performed at her first 
recital at Weaver Chapel in 1967.

“I will end with what I began,” she said.
And what an ending it was. As the sound 

of the organ filled the chapel, an era of sacred 
music instruction and teaching also ended, 
one that inspired numerous alumni to pursue 
graduate work and land sought-after positions 
in churches and music programs around the 
country and the world. Faber herself has 
performed in 31 states and nine countries as 

First-Year Student’s Essay Garners national Attention

Students Present At national chemistry conferences
Eight chemistry students are the latest to 
discover the benefits of Wittenberg’s long-
standing tradition of collaborative research. 
Accompanied by Kristin Cline, associate 
professor of chemistry and department 
chair, Neil Anderson ’10, Rachel Saylor 
’10 and Christa Snyder ’11 attended the 
Pittsburgh Conference (PittCon) on 
Analytical Chemistry in Orlando, Fla., 
where they each presented a poster, Feb. 
28-March 5, resulting from collaborative 
research with Cline. Billed as the “world’s 
annual premier conference and exposition 
on laboratory science,” PittCon “attracts 

nearly 20,000 attendees from industry, 
academia and government from 90 
countries worldwide.”

Four other students, Ryan Carris ’10, 
Lydia Kisley ’10, Zachary Miller ’10 and 
David To ’11, traveled to San Francisco, 
March 21-25, to present papers at the 
American Chemical Society National 
Meeting based on summer research at 
Columbia University, the University of 
Colorado-Boulder and National Institutes 
of Standards and Technology, Syracuse 
University, and Stanford and IBM Almaden 
research laboratories, respectively. n 
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End Of An Era
Trudy Faber Concludes Four-Decade 
Teaching Career

an organist and/or harpsichordist.
Chair of the music department for nine 

years, Faber has also directed the Wittenberg 
Handbell Choir for 26 years, expanding it 
from three octaves to four. A 1960 graduate 
of Calvin College, she has led the Handbell 
Choir in area performances on campus as 
well as abroad, including a 2004 concert tour 
of Korea and Japan. Despite her retirement 
plans, Faber has agreed to continue to serve 
as the director.

Faber studied harpsichord, continuo playing 
(Amsterdam Conservatory) and organ on a 
prestigious Fulbright Scholarship in 1960-
61, before taking graduate courses at the 
University of Toronto and earning a master’s 
degree in music and a minor in English 
literature from Smith College in 1966. She 
joined Wittenberg’s faculty later that year. n

Two Alumni To Be Honored
In addition to keynote speaker Zackie 
Achmat, Wittenberg will also recognize 
two of it s own during it s 165th 
Commencement Exercises, May 15. 
Richard P. Veler ’58, professor emeritus 
of English, general secretary emeritus 
of the university and former editor of 
Wittenberg Today, and Ho Pak Kong ’50, 
chairman of Lotus International and 
an emeritus member of the Board of 
Directors, will both be honored at the 
ceremony. 

Veler will receive the university’s 
highest non-academic award, the 
Wittenberg Medal of Honor, and Kong 
will be awarded an honorary doctorate 
of humane letters for his contributions 
to education in Hong Kong. Vanessa 
Kerzner, Kong’s daughter, will accept the 
award on his behalf. n

Empty Bowls Project Benefits Springfield’s Hungry
For the 16th straight year, Wittenberg’s 
Empty Bowls fundraiser enjoyed another 
record-setting year with more than 
1,000 bowls being thrown and proceeds 
totaling an unprecedented $35,233 to 
benefit Springfield’s Second Harvest 
Food Bank.

“I am continually amazed by Wittenberg 
and the Springfield community,” said 
Scott Dooley, associate professor of art 
and Empty Bowls project manager.

“During the challenging economic 
downturn of the last two years, there 
have been many foundations and 

organizations that have been forced 
to cut funding. But we have been able 
increase our totals by over $14,000 
during this two-year period. This is truly 
inspirational.”

Ninety percent of the bowls were 
made outside of traditional classroom 
time and on Saturdays by Wittenberg 
students and members of the community, 
including students from Project Jericho 
who participated in an Empty Bowls 
module last fa l l. Key community 
sponsors also helped to make the project 
successful. n
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Service To Others
For the fourth time, Wittenberg 
has been named to the President’s 
Higher Education Community 
Service Honor Roll With Distinction 
for exemplary service efforts and 
service to disadvantaged youth by 
the Corporation for National and 
Community Service. Launched 
in 2006, the Community Service 
Honor Roll is the highest federal 
recognition a school can achieve for 
its commitment to service-learning 
and civic engagement. Wittenberg is 
one of just five Ohio schools named 
to the 2009 list. n
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 Books
The latest published books by 
Wittenberg faculty include:

Doing Justice in Our Cities by Interim 
Provost Warren Copeland, professor of 
religion, faculty director of the Center 
for Civic & Urban Engagement and 
Springfield mayor

Out of Love for My Kin: Aristocratic 
Family Life in the Lands of the 
Loire, 1000-1200 by Amy Livingstone, 
professor of history and director of 
pre-modern and ancient world studies; 
cover jacket by Richanna Patrick ’78

Making Camp: Rhetorics of 
Transgression in U.S. Popular 
Culture  by Catherine Egley Waggoner, 
professor of communication, with 
Helen Shugart 
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James Allen, associate professor of political 
science, presented a co-authored paper 
titled “Paradiplomacy: States and Provinces 
in the Emerging Governance Structure 
of North America” at the North America 
in Question: Regional Integration in an 
Era of Political-Economic Turbulence 
conference.

Rob Baker, professor of political science, has 
been named a 2009 “Community Health 
Center Hero” by the Ohio Association of 
Community Health Centers for his work 
on behalf of Springfield’s Rocking Horse 
Center’s successful efforts to achieve “full-
status” as a Federally Qualified Health 
Center. The award recognizes outstanding 
leaders and advocates working for local 
Community Health Centers. 

Ken Bladh, professor of geology, led 
the invited workshop, Using Multi-
Institutional Student Assessment for Faculty 
Development at the American Conference 
of Academic Deans Annual Meeting, 
funded by the Teagle Foundation as the first 
MALLA consortium project. Bladh was 
also an invited discussant and participant 
at the Teagle Foundation Conference on 
Student Learning, and he successfully 
wrote a grant request for $149,800 and will 
serve as the principal investigator on the 
four-year, collaborative Teagle project for 
MALLA titled “Structuring Faculty Work 
Explicitly Around Student Learning.”

Howard Choy, assistant professor of 
languages, has published an article titled 

“Centering and Decentering Methodologies: 
Wang Anyi’s Migratory Mythology and 
Descriptive Historiography,” in the 
Journal of Modern Literature in Chinese. 
He also reviewed Wolf Totem by Jiang 
Rong in Modern Chinese Literature and 

Culture. In addition, he recently presented 
“When Gags Go Global: Political Jokes 
in Greater China,” at the annual meeting 
of the American Comparative Literature 
Association at Harvard University, and 

“Books of Forgotten Laughter: Humor and 
Trauma of the Cultural Revolution,” at 
the 125th Modern Language Association 
annual convention in Philadelphia.

Kristin Cline, associate professor of 
chemistry, joined Neil Anderson ’10, 
Rachel Saylor ’10 and Christa Snyder ’11 
in attending the Pittsburgh Conference 
on Analytical Chemistry, in Orlando, 
Fla., where they presented two posters on 
their joint research titled “A Comparison 
of Spontaneous Grafting to Electrografting 
of Aryl Groups on Glassy Carbon 
Electrodes” and “Modification of Copper 
Wires with Diazonium Ion Chemistry 
for Use as Solid Phase Microextraction 
Fibers”.

Lauren Shapiro Crane, assistant professor 
of psychology, collaborated with four 
psychology majors on research titled 

“Conceptualizing Human Nature and 
The Divine: Qualitative Interviews 
with Christians and Buddhists,” which 
appeared in the Journal of Ethnographic 
and Qualitative Research. Additionally, 
she presented a poster with two Japanese 
colleagues at the 2009 meeting of the 
Association for Research in Personality 
titled “How People Describe Their Past 
Efforts: A Comparison Between China, 
Japan and the U.S.” 

Keith Doubt, professor of sociology, 
has been invited to present his paper, 

“Solipsism Narrated Magnanimously: 
Reflections on ‘Death and the Dervish’” 
at the 100th Jubilee of Mesa Selimovic’s 

birthday, April 26, in Sarajevo, Bosnia-
Herzegovina. A small group of literary 
scholars from Bosnia-Herzegovina and 
abroad will participate, and his essay will 
be subsequently published in the Academy’s 
publication as well as Novi Izraz.

Trudy Faber, professor of music, presented 
a lecture/performance on “Bach and the 
Dance” for the Toledo chapter of the 
American Guild of Organists as well as a 
lecture/performance on “Music in Worship” 
for the Dayton Chapter of the American 
Guild of Organists.

Dave Finster, professor of chemistry, 
presented “A Comprehensive Chemistry 
Laboratory Safety Program” at the 7th 
Annual Campus Fire, Safety and Risk 
Management conference in Columbus, 
Ohio.  

In March, J. Randy Green, director 
of financial aid, presented a webinar to 
the Ohio College Access Network titled 

“Calculating the EFC,” during which he 
also discussed need analysis theory, case 
studies and results.

Brandon Jones, assistant professor of 
music, served as the guest conductor for the 
Ohio Music Education Association District 
XIV Junior High Honor Band and District 
XIII High School Honors Wind Symphony. 
Jones is currently writing an analysis article 
on the wind band work Lament by Japanese 
composer Chang Su Koh for volume 8 of 
Teaching Music through Performance in 
Band, a world-renowned series of books 
and recordings for conductors and music 
educators. 

In January, Amy Livingstone, professor 
of history, presented a paper, “Piecing 
Together the Fragments: Telling Medieval 
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French Noblewomen’s Lives through Text 
and Image,” at the American Historical 
Association meeting in San Diego. Elected 
to represent the Midwest Medieval History 
Conference to the Medieval Academy’s 
Committee on Centers and Regional 
Associates, Livingstone will also present 
a forthcoming paper at the International 
Medieval Congress on Medieval Studies at 
Western Michigan University; the largest 
meeting of medieval scholars in the world. 

Thomas P. Martin, professor of health, 
f itness and sport, recently presented 

“Understanding/Interpreting Nutrition 
Facts Labels” at the annual convention 
of the Ohio Association for Health, 
Physical Education, Recreation and Dance 
(OAHPERD) in Columbus. He also served 
as a reviewer for OAHPERD Research 
Grant applications. In addition, Martin, a 
2008 Fulbright Scholar in Sri Lanka, was 
also recently recognized during the opening 
ceremony for the University of Peradeniya’s 
new Exercise and Sport Science Resource 
Center.

Jessica McCormack, assistant professor 
of music, has published an article in 
VoicePrints, the journal of the New York 
Singing Teachers’ Association, titled 

“Celebrating Viardot-Garcia 1821-1910.” 
She has also been invited to serve as a 
guest lecturer and performer at the Saison 
Viardot in Paris as part of activities related 
the centennial anniversary of the death of 
the French composer and mezzo-soprano, 
Pauline Viardot-Garcia.

Olga Medvedkov, professor of geography, 
presented “Moscow Fragmented: Changing 
Urban and Social Landscape,” at the 
international workshop, Urban Socio-
Spatial Change in the Caucasus and Other 

Post-Soviet Areas,” in the framework of 
the Cities after Transition (CAT) research 
network at the Tbilisi State University, 
Georgia. Medvedkov is teaching GIS this 
semester at Tbilisi. 

Rochelle Millen, professor of religion, 
presented a paper at the Annual Scholars’ 
Conference on the Holocaust and the 
Churches in Philadelphia. The paper 
was part of a chapter in a forthcoming 
volume titled Encountering the Stranger: 
Jews, Christians and Muslims in Trialogue. 
Millen also co-presented “Convictions 
in Conflict: Religious Identity in the 
Holocaust Classroom” at a conference 
sponsored jointly by the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum and Shenandoah 
University. 

Tammy Proctor, professor of history, 
has authored Civilians in a World at War, 
1914-1918, which explores the different 
ways civilians work and function in a 
war situation, and broadens society’s 
understanding of the civilian. 

The 11th edition of Professor of Management 
Pam Schindler’s book Business Research 
Methods will be published in May by 
McGraw-Hill. 

Matthew J. Smith, associate professor 
of communication, was a facilitator at 
the “Graphic Novel Adaptations Film 
Festival” at Lakeland Community College 
in Kirtland, Ohio, April 1-2. As an 
invited presenter, Smith provided a critical 
introduction to and then helped lead 
discussion over a pair of feature films.  

Eric Stahlberg, director of Wittenberg’s 
computational science program, was invited 
to be a keynote speaker at the Many-core and 
Reconfigurable Supercomputer Conference 

in Rome, Italy. Reconfigurable computing 
is used heavily in telecommunications, 
satellites and embedded devices, and is 
increasingly becoming useful for fast 
general computing applications. Stahlberg 
currently leads an international standards 
effort for this technology.

Catherine Waggoner, professor of 
communication, presented a paper titled 

“Purity, Piety, and Parody: Selling the Belle 
in Humor” at the National Communication 
Association Convention in November, and 

“Keeping it Real:  Managing the Facade of 
Southern Womanhood in the New South” 
at the Southern States Communication 
Association conference in Memphis, April 
10.

Forest Wortham, director of multicultural 
student programs, recently conducted a 
professional development workshop for staff, 
administrators and students at Boy s Hope 
Girls Hope in Cleveland on racial micro-
aggressions at the request of Alexander 
Edwards ’07. He also accompanied 11 
students to the 12th annual National Black 
Student Union Conference. 

Michael Zaleha, associate professor of 
geology, gave a talk at the Geological 
Society of America Annual Meeting titled 

“Effects of vegetation growing on upper 
point-bar surfaces on bar migration, outer 
bank erosion, and channel evolution: 
observations of the gravel-bed Mad River, 
west-central Ohio, USA.”

Bin Yu, professor of political science, has 
published a paper titled “Mr. Putin Went 
to China: Ten Years After in Comparative 
Connections, as well as an article in Chinese 
titled “Obama’s First Year in Office: An 
Assessment,” at www.chinareform.net.
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For Taylor Hafley ’10 of Stanford, Ky., 
and Philip Hagee ’10 of Maineville, 

Ohio, technologica l expertise has 
translated into a substantial investment 
in Wittenberg’s hometown. Formerly in 
Professor of Geography Olga Medvedkov’s 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) 
class, Haf ley and Hagee had already 
conducted a foreclosure study in 2009 
for Springfield as part of a class project in 
response to a $2.2 million grant the city 
received from the federal Neighborhood 
Stabilization Program (NSP).

“Our main task for that class project was 
to locate the areas that had experienced 
the highest foreclosures so they could best 
spend the $2.2 million,” Hafley said.

From there, the two geography majors 
were selected as interns in Wittenberg’s new 
Center for Civic & Urban Engagement, 

A Gift Through GiS
Two Students Help Secure Millions For The City Of Springfield

education
education

education

where they continued to assist with 
neighborhood revitalization efforts using 
GIS. Soon thereafter, however, the city 
again called on the two to help Springfield’s 
Community Development Office in the 
application process for an even larger 
investment request – $12 million through 
the NSP II program.

“Our work grew from two neighborhoods 
to an analysis of five Census Tracts, which 
was over 6,000 parcels,” Hafley explained. 

“Our work focused on the land use of each 
parcel as well as the current conditions of 
each parcel.”

The experience proved challenging and 
enlightening at the same time.

“One of the greatest things about it was 
we were working on a real project, and 
when working with real data, problems 
arise, and we had to learn how to correct 

them,” Haf ley said. “This wasn’t an 
assignment from a book that showed us 
how to get out of the problem we were in; 
this was a great learning experience for us 
and, I think, very rewarding in the end.”

Indeed it was, considering Springfield 
received $6 million in NSP II funding in 
January.

“Phil and I were extremely appreciative 
of the opportunity to get to work on this 
because it improved our skills a great 
deal,” Haf ley said. “The Community 
Development Office worked extremely 
hard and taught us a lot. The project has 
also paid dividends for us because Phil 
will be going to grad school in the fall, 
and I just accepted a job working for the 
city of Springfield, where I will get the 
opportunity to continue working on this 
project that we have been a part of for over 
a year.”

Looking back, Hafley and Hagee see 
the experience as a definitive one in their 
respective college careers.

“Phil and I have talked a lot about it, and 
we believe this is one of the best things we 
have ever been a part of at Wittenberg,” 
Hafley said, noting the chance to work 
with the Center and with Medvedkov, 
their mentor.

“We have also been able to present this 
project at countless conferences, including 
the Association of American Geographers 
Annual Meeting in Washington, D.C.,” 
Hafley said. “All in all, I believe this is one 
of the opportunities that makes Witt so 
special,” Hafley added. “We were able to 
gain real experience in our field and help 
the community we now live in.” n

	

	  – Karen Gerboth ’93
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Dedicated in November of 1927, 
Wittenberg’s Blair Hall Academy 

received acc la im a s “The Model 
Educationa l Plant.” The academy 
included the first four elementary grades 
and served children living near campus 
upon the written petition of their parents. 
Its capacity of 150 students was quickly 
met, and a long wait list ensued.

In the 1930s, the city of Springfield 
needed another school on the north side, 
but it lacked the resources to build one. In 
response to the need, Wittenberg rented 
four classrooms in Blair to the city school 
board, followed later by seven rooms for a 
kindergarten and the first six grades – an 
arrangement beneficial to both the city 
and the college.

The elementary school students used the 
south entrance and had two classrooms on 
each floor at the south end of the building.

Before Blair Hall
Former Academy Inspires Alumni Memories

witt
world

wittworld

wittworld

One of those students, Barbara Botsford 
Barth ’78, fondly remembers her years at 
Blair.

“I started first grade in 1936 and went all 
six years in Blair,” said Barth, recalling the 
names of all of her teachers, as well as the 
Wittenberg student teachers. 

“They came in pairs, always young 
women, and took over the class,” she said. 

“They only came during certain times of 
the year.”

Barth also remembered going to observe 
classes in other academic buildings and to 
rehearsals in the auditorium. 

“We had art and music instructors 
who traveled to the schools, and we gave 
presentations in the auditorium,” Barth 
said. “There was also a nurse who weighed 
and measured us regularly. We had our 
eyes and hearing tested, and our general 
health was documented.”

Fellow Blair alumnus Phillip Hanes ’52 
lived on McCreight in a college-owned 
half double that backed up to the practice 
field. 

“Our house sat on the east corner of 
today’s tennis courts,” Hanes said. “We 
walked down an alley and picked up our 
schoolmates along the way. I carried my 
lunch to school, and we had recess on a 
small playground behind the building. 
Blair was a typical elementary school.” 

Most of the elementary years found Don 
Ryman ’57 at Bushnell Elementary, but he 
did attend Blair part of his fourth and sixth 
grades and all of his fifth. 

“We moved to a house across from 
Ferncliff Cemetery and could have gone 
to Jefferson School, but my mother felt it 
would be safer to cross McCreight than 
Fountain,” he said. “We moved back out 
of the district when the house sold.”

Although admittedly not the ideal 
student, Ryman loved Bla ir and 
Wittenberg. 

“Miss Keesacker made a la st ing 
impression on me,” Ryman said. “She 
taught us the value of autonomy. You were 
free to make your own choice, but Miss 
Keesacker was the ruling factor.”

Ryman was so impressed that he later 
attended Wittenberg College for his 
bachelor’s degree and became an art 
teacher. He also took master’s courses in 
Blair, and he taught in Blair’s education 
department for 15 years.

Blair Hall Academy closed when the 
college was assigned an Army Air Corps 
training unit as part of the war-effort in 
February 1943, but the memories remain 
in the minds of the academy’s students. n

	 –Phyllis Eberts ’00
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book while battling stage IV cancer and 
coaching her team.

“For someone who had been so 
successful in her sport and was so well-
respected, I just couldn’t believe that her 
life and wisdom hadn’t been documented 
in book form,” Zonars said.

Five months after their first discussion 
about the book, Zonars asked Yow if she 
could help her write a book about her 
life. After praying about it, Yow said no 
because the ideas Zonars needed from 
her would still require time – time that 
she simply didn’t have. 

Zonars didn’t give up. After researching 
books online and coming across one 
written about a college lacrosse coach 
who died of brain cancer, Zonars had 
a revelation. Like the book about the 
lacrosse coach, Zonars decided she 
should write a book that compiled stories 
about Yow from former Wolfpack players 
and her impact on their lives.

Zonars approached Yow again. Yow 

eventually said yes, but under one 
condition.

“She was uncomfortable with a book 
of stories focused on her and wanted 
to point people to the God who made 
her the kind of person and coach that 
she was,” said Zonars, a member of 
Wittenberg’s women’s basketball team 
under Pam Evans-Smith ’82, ironically 
also a long-time cancer survivor who 
passed away in 2007. “So, she asked 
me to take the lesson the player wrote 
about and tie it into a person, passage or 
principle from the Bible.”

Each chapter in the book has two 
parts: Wolfpack History (player story) 
and Wolfpack Wisdom (a tie to the 
Bible).

Zonars enjoyed an 18-year career with 
AIA, a sports ministry based in Xenia, 
Ohio, before taking classes to become 
a certified life coach. As a life coach, 
Zonars helps coaches and directors of 
athletics to develop and maintain high 
performance teams through team-
building workshops. Zonars recently 
became reacquainted with her alma 
mater, helping coaches in Wittenberg’s 
own athletic department.

“Life coaching helps people move from 
where they are to where they want to be, 
whether personally or professionally,” 
said Zonars, who earned a bachelor’s 
degree in business from Wittenberg. “It 
provides them an opportunity to see the 
big picture, work on issues that surface, 
develop strategies to move toward 
their goals and receive encouragement, 
support and accountability.” n	  
  –Haley Gerken ’10

There was a time when Stephanie 
Zonars ’89 had never thought about 

writing a book. She even doubted her 
ability to do so, questioning whether it 
was the right time in her life to embark 
on such a challenging professional 
journey.

However, after getting to know the 
late Kay Yow, head coach of North 
Carolina State University’s women’s 
basketball program for 34 years despite 
a 22-year battle with cancer, Zonars had 
a change of heart. She felt compelled 
to write Leader of the Pack: The Legend 
of Legendary Coach Kay Yow, a book 
highlighting the life and career of a 
courageous women’s athletics pioneer.

Zonars first met Yow in 1993 while 
traveling with an overseas tour of the 
Athletes in Action (AIA) women’s 
basketball team. More than a decade 
later, Zonars thought Yow should write 
a book about her life. However, Yow felt 
she didn’t have the capacity to write a 
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Head Football coach Earns Host of Honors

Women’s Basketball Player recognized repeatedly 
Stephanie Boardman ’10 scored just 36 points in limited action off the bench as 
a freshman on the women’s basketball team. Four years later, she heads toward 
Commencement as perhaps the most decorated player in program history.

The final feather in Boardman’s 
cap was inserted when she was named 
honorable mention All-America by 
the Women’s Basketball Coaches 
A ssociat ion,  which c apped an 
impressive postseason awards run. 
Boardman was one of 12 f inalists 
for the prestigious Jostens Trophy, a 
national award that honors the most 
outstanding player in the country 
based on basketball ability, academic 
prowess and community service, and 
she also was a first-team All-Great 
Lakes Region honoree by d3hoops.com 
and first-team All-NCAC, in addition 
to earning the league’s Player of the 
Year award. Additionally, Boardman 
earned second-team CoSIDA/ESPN 
The Magazine Academic All-America 
College Division All-District IV honors, 
and is just the third All-American in 

program history and the third NCAC Player of the Year as well – the only player 
to hold both distinctions. n	 –Ryan Maurer

Football Standout Sweeps 
Postseason Awards
In the illustrious history of Wittenberg 
football, no defensive player has ever 
earned more postseason awards in one 
season than Eddie Vallery ’11, who 
capped a phenomenal 2009 season with 
Defensive Player of the Year honors from 
d3football.com.

The award, a first for Wittenberg 
football, came on the heels of several 
other prestigious postseason honors, 
starting with NCAC Defensive Player of 
the Year. The defensive end also became 
the first Tiger to take home the Hank 
Critchfield Award since Juan Howard 
in 2001.

Vallery went on to claim first-team 
All-NCAC and first-team All-Great 
Lakes Region from d3hoops.com. That 
set the stage for another program first 
as Vallery claimed All-America honors 
from the American Football Coaches 
Association (AFCA), the Associated 
Press (“Little All-America,” which 
includes Division II and III and NAIA) 
and d3football.com.

Vallery recorded 73 tackles, including 
22 for a loss, which ranks second in 
school history. He led the NCAC and 
ranked among the best in all of NCAA 
Division III with a school record 16.5 
sacks. His efforts spearheaded the best 
defense by almost any statistical measure 
in both the NCAC and NCAA Division 
III as a whole as Wittenberg tied a school 
record with 12 wins while advancing to 
the national quarterfinals in 2009. n	  
     –Ryan Maurer

After leading his team to the NCAC 
championship, an undefeated regular 
season and the NCAA Division III 
Tournament quarterf inals in 2009, 
Football Head Coach Joe Fincham 
finished third in balloting by coaches 
for the Columbus Dispatch Ohio College 
Football Coach of the Year award.

The statewide recognition followed a 
string of postseason honors for Fincham, 
starting with his sixth NCAC Coach 
of the Year award in 14 years at the 
helm. In addition, Fincham was named 
Great Lakes Region Coach of the Year 
by the American Football Coaches 
Association for the second time and Ohio 
Division III Coach of the Year honors by 
OhioCollegeFootball.com.

Fincham led the Tigers to the 18th 
undefeated regular season in school history 
in 2009 and their ninth NCAC title in 
21 years in the league, good for a tie with 

Allegheny for the most in conference 
history. The outright title advanced 
the Tigers to their 13th NCAA Division 
III Tournament since its inception in 
1973. Wittenberg reached the national 
quarterfinals for the fourth time under 
Fincham before bowing out at eventual 
national champion Wisconsin-Whitewater 
to finish the season ranked No. 7 in 
the country by the AFCA and No. 6 by 
d3football.com.

Fincham has career records of 126-30 
overall and 85-14 in the NCAC. He trails 
only National College Football Hall of 
Fame honoree Dave Maurer, who posted 
a 129-23-3 record between 1969 and 
1983, in total wins at Wittenberg. He 
ranks third in winning percentage as his 
.810 mark trails Maurer (.842) and fellow 
National College Football Hall of Famer 
Bill Edwards, who had a 98-20-4 record 
(.820) between 1955 and 1969. n		
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charlie Painter ’69 Leads High School Teams to More Than 500 Victories
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the fact that the program was on the verge of being eliminated.
“I warned them that I thought that going from being a high 

school football defensive coordinator to a girls’ tennis coach 
was probably not a good idea,” Painter said. “But after 25 years, 
I am still coaching tennis and love it.”

Painter has gone on to accumulate 533 career wins (through 
March 2010) at various Miami Valley high schools and colleges. 
He has been inducted into the Dayton Amateur Tennis Hall 
of Fame, the Miami Valley Tennis Coaches Association 
(MVTCA) Hall of Fame, and in January he will be inducted 
into the Dublin Coffman Athletic Hall of Fame.

Painter is currently teaching and coaching both the boys’ 
and girls’ tennis teams at Beavercreek High School, but he has 
a variety of other obligations to the local tennis community, 
including a United States Professional Tennis Association 
certified teaching pro, United States Tennis Association referee, 
the Ohio Valley Girls Endorser, member of the Ohio Tennis 
Coaches Executive Board and founder of the MVTCA.

Painter attributes much of his success as a coach to being 
a good teacher who possesses the knowledge, respect and 
commitment to the game of tennis.

“The legendary football coaches, Dave Maurer and Bill 
Edwards, that I played for at Wittenberg motivated me toward 
my true love and taught me what a major affect that teachers 
and coaches can have on someone else’s life,” Painter said. “I 
hope that I have positively affected all of the athletes that I have 
coached.” n –Trent Brunic ’10

co-Authored Article Appears in national Publication

Charlie Painter ’69 didn’t know exactly what he wanted to do 
with his life when he graduated from Wittenberg, but there 
were two things he did know: he wanted to teach, and he 
wanted to coach. Decades later, Painter owns more than 500 
career coaching victories, but not in any of the sports he knew 
best while at college.

“I started my career coaching football and wrestling after I 
graduated from Wittenberg,” Painter said. “I really was not 
extremely interested in tennis and had never played.”

A few years later, fate intervened. A 
concerned parent asked Painter to tutor 
his daughter, who was struggling with 
physics at the University of Cincinnati. 
This college student not only ended up 
becoming Painter’s wife, Karen, but 
she introduced him to tennis, which 
led him on a most unlikely career path.

“She was quite a good tennis player 
and was teaching for the Dayton Junior 
Tennis Foundation,” said Painter, now 
a member of multiple Halls of Fame 
for his high school and college tennis 

coaching. “She wanted to teach me to play, and I was not too 
interested in tennis. But she was cute. So, I began learning 
how to play.”

After acquiring an appreciation for the sport, Painter accepted 
the girls’ tennis coaching position at Carroll High School, despite 

Hannah Scheckelhoff ’11 has shown 
excellence on the field for three years as 
a standout for Wittenberg’s field hockey 
team. Following the publication of 
her first nationally published article in 
Library Media Connection in October 
2009, co-written with her mother, Terrie, 
her fine writing skills are also on display.

Both mother and daughter are 
involved in different ways with guiding 
students: Hannah as a peer editor in 
Wittenberg’s Writing Center, and Terrie 
as an administrator at Columbus School 
for Girls, and a national presenter and 
author on youth-related topics.

“The summer before my freshman 
year of college, my mom received her 
Ph.D. in higher education,” Scheckelhoff 
said. “Between the two of us, we decided 
we had an interesting perspective on a 
variety of academic topics and wanted 
to publish something together.”

They chose a subject that drew on 

their common experiences — the finer 
points of writing for students before 
entering college. The finished article, 
titled “Learn from the Experience of 
a College Writing Center Peer Editor: 
The Basics for Pre-College Students,” 
takes a prospective college student 
through writing basics in a friendly, yet 
informative manner.

“We had many ideas, but this particular 
one seemed to come to life very easily,” 
said Scheckelhoff, a political science 
major and English minor who hopes to 
go on to law school after graduating from 
Wittenberg. “Because of my work at the 
Writing Center, I had been talking a lot 
with my mom about some of the major 
issues even college students still have 
with writing.”

Scheckelhoff has helped the Tigers to a 
35-21 record during her career, including 
last year’s records of 12-6 overall and 10-2 
in the North Coast Athletic Conference 

(NCAC). Wittenberg won the 2009 
NCAC regular season title and advanced 
to the NCAA Division III Tournament for 
the eighth time in program history. n	

	

	 – Gabrielle Antoniadis
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Pat O’Conner ’80 has 
paid his dues in 28 years 
in professional baseball, 
including the last 17 
in the Minor League 
Baseball office. He also 
has taught others how to 
pay their dues, which led 
the National Association 
of Col lege Directors’ 
of Athletics (NACDA) 
McLendon Scholarship 
Steering Committee to 
award O’Conner the 2010 
Selig Mentoring Award.

Established in 2007 in honor of Baseball Commissioner Allan 
H. (Bud) Selig, the award is presented annually to a person 
in athletics administration who has been at the forefront 
in creating equal opportunities for minorities in the field 
of athletics. The John McLendon Memorial Minority 
Postgraduate Scholarship Awards are presented by NACDA, the 
professional and educational association for more than 6,500 
college athletics administrators at more than 1,600 institutions 
throughout the United States, Canada and Mexico, to senior-
level minority students who intend to pursue a graduate degree 
in athletics administration.

O’Conner, who majored in economics at Wittenberg, joined 
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Read more at www.wittenberg.edu/athletics

Sports 
Shorts 

Summer sports
camps available

Read more at www.wittenberg.edu/athletics

New field hockey 
coach named

Athletes earn more 
academic honors

Three Student-Athletes Make ncAA Meets

Facebook Fan Page Tops 1,000 Followers
In August 2009, Wittenberg’s Department of Athletics stepped 
into the fast-growing world of social media with the creation of 
its first official Facebook fan page.

In March, the page topped 1,000 fans, and 
the climb has continued as Tigers from across 
the globe have found the daily updates to be 

an exciting and timely new way to keep abreast of all the latest 
university sports action.

Fans get daily posts about Tiger successes on the field, and they 
even can get them directly on their cell phones on Wittenberg’s 
athletics Twitter account: http://twitter.com/wittathletics. 

Sign up today! n

Alumnus Earns Mentoring Award For Work As President Of Minor League Baseball 

For three individual student-athletes, the 
2009-10 season included invitations to 
the highest level of NCAA Division III 
competition.

It started with women’s cross country 
runner Mary Pfeifer ’12, who finished 
67th the 2009 NCAA Division III 
Championship Meet Nov. 21. Pfeifer’s 
finish was the second best in program 
history. Pfeifer posted a time of 23:16.2 
while running in a loaded 280-runner 
field at Highland Hills Golf Club in 
Beachwood, Ohio.

Next up was a surprise entrant in the 
NCAA Division III Indoor Track and 
Field Championships on March 13 at 
DePauw University as Josh Colbert ’13 
finished 14th in the long jump with a 
distance of 21 feet, 4 1/4 inches. Colbert 
was the first Tiger men’s indoor track and 

field athlete to compete in the national 
championship since 2004, and qualified 
for the meet after posting the top mark 
in the NCAC Championships.

Adeline Brym ’10 put the finishing 
touches on her remarkable collegiate 
career with her second straight appearance 
at the NCAA Division III Swimming & 
Diving National Championships on 
March 20 in Minneapolis, Minn.

Brym, an All-American in 2009, 
competed in the 50-yard freestyle and 
100- and 200-yard backstroke events. 
She finished 43rd, 27th and 27th in 
the events, respectively, impressive 
achievements considering the fact that 
Brym missed the first part of the 2009-
10 season as a result of off-campus study 
at the Duke University Marine Biology 
Lab in Beaufort, N.C. n  –Ryan Maurer

®

the Minor League Baseball staff in May 1993 as chief operating 
officer and later added the title of vice president, administration. 
He was elected the 11th president of Minor League Baseball in 
December 2007 and has overseen a period of staggering increases 
in revenue among the 160 affiliated teams. Under O’Conner’s 
guidance, Minor League Baseball also announced a first- ever 
Diversity Initiative in 2009, and he embarked on a series of steps 
to introduce Minor League Baseball as an investment, career, 
entertainment and business option to minorities. n 

 –Ryan Maurer 
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Bravıssımo
ith only the subtle beat of hard-soled shoes across a 
slate floor echoing in Weaver Chapel, Wittenberg 
Choir members recessed in near silence behind 
their beloved maestro for the final time March 

19. Some showed tears; others hid the evening’s emotions as 
Don Busarow, the man who created a 28-year masterpiece of 
ministry through music, said goodbye.

Wearing the same tuxedo he bought used back in 1982, the 
76-year-old directed with the same grace, passion, enthusiasm 
and joy that defined his entire career as Wittenberg’s fourth 
director in the choir’s 80-year history. 

“It’s been a ride I’ll never forget and never regret,” Busarow said. 
“The choir gave my whole life a different direction and emphasis.”

After neArly three decAdes As choir director, Don Busarow bids fArewell.
The same holds true for those fortunate enough to have 

performed under Busarow’s direction.
“Dr. B’s leadership and spiritual guidance of the group were 

outstanding,” recalled Kristy Knechtges Ostrica ’96. “I felt 
like I was a part of something greater, a true devotion to God 
through our talent for vocal music. To this day, when I hear 
certain hymns in church, I get choked up, thinking of my time 
with Dr. B and the Witt Choir.”

“Dr. Busarow shared with the choir members gifts of 
musicianship, spirituality, humor, compassion, just to name 
a few,” added Bob Hobby ’85. “These gifts have encouraged 
young singers to grow in a variety of directions. He has always 
sought to create that environment, and I know many current 

by Karen Saatkamp Gerboth ’93
photos by Erin Pence ’04
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After neArly three decAdes As choir director, Don Busarow bids fArewell.

and former singers join me in thanking [him] for [his] desire 
and energy to enable that experience.”

“I always say that Dr. B unveiled his master plan over the 
course of four years,” continued Sarah Crouse ’99. “You 
learned about him and his philosophy in bits and pieces. In 
the middle of practice, he started talking about something not 
related specifically to that piece but which reminded him of 
something which made that moment memorable. His directing 
style was unique. He wasn’t one of those directors flailing his 
arms all over the place, allowing the choir to zone out and 
focus somewhere else. His small gestures (a finger lifted here, 
an eyebrow there) required close attention.” 

Busarow taught many “lessons of friendship, lessons of 

discipline, lessons of music, lessons of relationships, lessons 
in traditions, and most importantly, lessons in faith,” added 
Jordan Benavente ’05. “I had not lost my faith, but rather 
tucked it away in a cubbyhole and his glorious music helped 
me to dust it off.”

And yet, with each comment or kind word shared, Busarow 
deflects the attention back to those who willingly gave up their 
spring breaks annually to share in a ministry set to music. 

“What this group of people did and will hopefully continue 
to with their time on spring break is true relationship-building,” 
Busarow said. “They are connecting with people and maintaining 
a relationship with the audience through each performance. They 
are also bringing back memories of this place, Wittenberg.”
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p
Finding the right tempo

ondering the final choir concert of his career, 
Busarow found himself reflecting on “this place” and 
the path set before him years ago. At home in his 
Krieg 407 office where framed 8 x10s of all 28 choirs 

hang evenly around the room, where a chess game sits behind a 
black-leather chair and where hundreds of compositions, many 
composed by his own hands, rest on wooden shelves, Busarow 
initially envisioned sharing his love of Lutheran church music 
in classrooms and as the university organist. Choirs, he noted, 
often have a loyalty to their director in a way few can understand, 
so following in the footsteps of someone else, in this case John 
Williams ’67, seemed somewhat daunting.

“The first year as the interim director was tough,” he recalled, 
but as the position turned permanent, Busarow began to chart 
his own course. 

“In just one year, we doubled the size of the choir, and thanks to 
contacts I had, we were able to develop four tours.”

In 1984, the choir traveled to Florida to perform at various 
churches, while they stayed in the homes of congregation 
members. The following year, the choir headed to the upper 
Midwest, specifically Illinois, Wisconsin, Michigan and Indiana. 
In 1986, New England as far as Boston served as the site of the 
spring concert, followed in 1987 by a southeast tour, including 
Georgia, North Carolina and South Carolina. The tour schedule 
would then repeat every four years, so a first-year choir member 
could potentially have a different tour all four of his or her years 
at Wittenberg.

“I still have alumni tell me that their four years in the choir were 

the most memorable they had here,” he said. “I cherish those 
moments.”

Busarow also cherishes the times shared by the choir members 
after each performance. 

Every morning after a concert, Busarow would meet the choir 
in the church where it performed the night before. Some members 
would share a special memory or a prayer during this devotional 
time. Others would spontaneously sing a favorite stanza from a 
treasured piece of music.

“It was a very religious experience for some,” Busarow said. “The 
choir members would grow together in faith.”

“Dr. B gave us the opportunity to find our ability to make 
beautiful music together and develop a love for each other that we 
hold onto forever,” said Ed ’97 and Cathy Speers Hasecke ’97. “He 
had a gift for helping us love and understand the words because he 
had a deep and abiding faith that made you love the words. His 
understated hand movements were what the audience could see, 
but the true direction came from his face. His eyes would close, and 
you were lost in the music. He showed us devotion to a church and 
the importance of tradition and the way to notice those fleeting 
moments of spiritual clarity.” 

During performances, all those elements would combine 
to connect the choir to its audiences and the audiences with 
Wittenberg in indescribable ways – ways often only revealed by 
tears, quiet thoughts or subtle changes in facial composition.

“I would remind the choir members before each performance 
that they are connecting with people in ways far beyond an 
extra-curricular activity,” Busarow said. “They are developing 
a relationship, and they are creating moments that will never be 
erased.”

“this is the plAce i wAnted to be ... it wAs A GoD-senD to hAve the choir.”

“The impact Dr. B has had on  
the young people of Wittenberg 
was clear by who came back for 
his farewell concert. I personally 
flew from Boulder, Colo., and 
others I knew came from Boston, 
Philadelphia and North Carolina 
besides all those who live within 
driving difference. It was great 
to see half the audience stand 
up when it was time for alums 
to come up and sing. The Witt 
Choir was the highlight of my time 
at Wittenberg, all facilitated by 
Dr. B. His love of us students, his 
‘ look,’ his musical creations, and 
his faithful spirit made us all love 
Witt Choir, love him and love the 
music even more.” 
– Melanie Nehls Burow ’97

Bravıssımo
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A virtuoso in the making

uch moments also remind Busarow of some of his 
own early connections, including a life-changing 
one that happened in elementary school. “I knew in 
third grade that I was going to do church music,” he 

said. He also knew that the gift he had – the ability to reproduce 
music without any trouble – was a gift from God.

His teacher, Leslie Zeddies at St. John’s Lutheran School in 
Racine, Wisc., recognized his gifts as well, so much so that he 
would ensure Busarow had the chance to help the organ tuner 
every time he visited. Since the organ-tuning involved a two-
person process, Busarow would press the keys as the tuner directed. 
When the tuner would leave for lunch, Busarow would stay and 
play the organ for as long as he could.

By age 7, Busarow, whose father was born in Lithuania and 
whose mother was born in Russia, began formally studying music 
as a first-generation American. Because of his parents’ backgrounds, 
Busarow found himself deeply interested in the music of the 
Orthodox Church. He eventually went on to earn his bachelor’s 
from Concordia University, Chicago, followed by his master’s from 
The Cleveland Institute of Music and his Ph.D. from Michigan 
State University. 

In 1975, he joined the Wittenberg faculty and was appointed to 
the official post of choir director in 1982. During his more than 
three decades at Wittenberg, Busarow has re-engaged the choir 
with chapel activities, including during Advent and at Reformation 
services, taught music theory and composition, directed the chapel 
choir and served as university organist. His published works are 
included in the catalogs of seven publishing houses, and his own 

hymn festivals have taken him around the country and world.
“My life has been divine providence,” Busarow explains. “I’ve 

made many decisions, and every single one of them was the right 
one.”

He counts Wittenberg among the right decisions.
“I have other jobs offers in my career, but I couldn’t leave this 

place because it has meant so much to me.”
Watching more than 200 alumni choir members walk toward 

the Weaver Chapel chancel on March 19 in preparation for the 
traditional joint singing of “When I Survey The Wondrous Cross,” 
sung at the conclusion of every choir concert, it was clear that 
Busarow has meant so much to the choir. 

As the time for Busarow to take his final bow neared, the 
Wittenberg Choir, in a way only it could, captured the essence of 
the entire experience with their hand-picked selection of “Calling 
My Children Home.” With voices lifted in praise before alumni, 
colleagues, friends, Busarow’s wife Peg, and all six of their grown 
children and their families, they sang:

“Those lives of mine to love and cherish, To guard and guide along  
life’s way.

O God, forbid that one should perish, That one alas should go astray.
Back in the years with all together, Around the place we’d romp and play.
So lonely now, I often wonder, O will they come back home some day?...
I lived my life, my love I gave them, To guide them through the  

world of strife.
I hope and pray we’ll live together In that great glad hereafter life.”

“I’ve grown to love these people so much,” Busarow said. “This 
is the place I wanted to be and where I want it to end. It was a 
God-send to have the choir.” n

“this is the plAce i wAnted to be ... it wAs A GoD-senD to hAve the choir.”

“My favorite memory of Dr. B is 
at Southern Seminary Chapel, 
where he played the organ. It was a 
beautiful instrument, worthy of his 
talents. As he filled the sanctuary 
with glorious sound, he looked so 
completely at peace and blissful. In 
that moment, I knew that God 
was at work with this man. It 
was so beautiful. And he did it 
without a scrap of music before 
him. Dr. B’s gift to Wittenberg is 
his totally unaffected gift of giving 
glory to God through his music. As 
members of the choir, we were the 
instruments he used to share this 
gift. We were and are blessed to 
have been a part of his ministry. It 
lives on through us even now.”  
– Amy Pearson Lindstrom ’99

Bravıssımo
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   erry Dumbaugh ’74 had just transferred  
  to Wittenberg from a music school and 
    was “shopping around” for inspirational  
      classes when she stumbled upon  
        a class with Eugene Swanger,  
            founder of  the Ea st 
Asian Studies Program and professor emeritus 
of religion. Captivated by the subject and 
his teaching, Dumbaugh ceased her search 
immediately. 

“That course opened my eyes to a whole new 
world,” she says. “And it changed my life.”

From that first class, she took another then 
another then another, until she was studying 
Chinese and well on her way to declaring a 
double major in East Asian Studies and music. 
Exposure to this emerging field lit a fire in 

Dumbaugh, and she never looked back. Going 
on to a distinguished career in Washington, she 
remains a recognized expert in her field, working 
for 25 years at the Congressional Research Service 

– the non-partisan research arm of Congress – as 
an East Asian specialist. There she wrote papers 
advising members of Congress on policy decisions 

– a task she likened to being 
a one-person debate team outlining 
the pros and cons of a policy course.

“It was a perfect f it for me and my 
background – an ideal place to use what I had 
studied all those years at Wittenberg and in 
graduate school,” she says. “And it was all thanks 
to Wittenberg that I discovered this fascinating 
field and career.”

Ahead of Its Time
When Dumbaugh came to Wittenberg, the East 
Asian Studies program was in its infancy, and 
its very existence was exceptional. In 1970 when 
Swanger founded the program, only three to four 
percent of liberal arts schools had such a program. 
With Swanger’s foresight and persistence, the 
program quickly grew thanks to his hard work 
and that of his newly hired distinguished 
colleagues, Professor of Languages Stanley Mickel 
and Professor of History James Huffman. 

“[N]ot only did they have the idea, but they went 
for grants to expand the program, added many 
cultural events, and also pushed themselves to 
learn and teach about East Asia, not just for their 
own expertise,” says Jennifer Oldstone-Moore, 

K
Still considered one of the preeminent programs in the nation, independent 
reviewers have called the program “one of the major intellectual assets that  
defines Wittenberg’s uniqueness in the liberal arts.” 

Program founders 
Stanley Mickel, Gene 
Swanger and Jim 
Huffman returned 
to campus for the 
celebration.

Jessica Crews 
’10 played the 
Koto, a 13-string 
zither, at the 
celebration.
. 
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the program’s current director. “Thus you had 
Stan Mickel, language professor and expert on 
Chinese oracle bones (c. 1300 BC), teaching 
about modern Japan in EAS 100.”

Still considered one of the preeminent programs 
in the nation, independent reviewers have called 
the program “one of the major intellectual assets 

that defines Wittenberg’s uniqueness in the 
liberal arts.” Few liberal arts schools 
of Wittenberg’s size, they added, 
provide such an extended and 

deep encounter with non-Western 
  civilizations. 

Today, as the program celebrates 40 
years, it is clear that what was true then 

continues to be true now. As one of the largest 
interdisciplinary programs at Wittenberg, 
the current roster of EAS faculty stands 
at 15 and includes professors of history, 

religion, Chinese, Japanese, psychology, 
economics, geography, dance and 
political science. In particular, 
Wittenberg distinguishes itself 

from similar programs at other schools with its 
rigorous language requirements and in-depth 
focus and faculty expertise in both China and 
Japan studies. And Wittenberg hopes to create 
Chinese and Japanese language majors, a move 
that will solidify the strength of the EAS program, 
which has also garnered significant funding 
throughout its history, including a $2 million 
grant from the Freeman Foundation to broaden 
the scope and reach of Asian studies throughout 
the curriculum. 

“Wittenberg offers great breadth and depth of 
coverage within the program,” Oldstone-Moore 
says. “Few peer schools, for example, offer 
Chinese and Japanese language for all four years 
as Wittenberg does.” 

More than 450 students have graduated with 
East Asian Studies degrees and have gone on to 
do just about anything. Many attend top graduate 
schools and teach at universities while others go 
into law, business, environmental science, social 
work, government and journalism. The degree 
opens up a world of possibilities as Dumbaugh 

and hundreds of her fellow program alumni have 
learned.

“Asia is where so much of the future is,” she 
says.

Breaking New Ground
In the tradition of innovation and excellence that 
has defined the East Asian Studies program for 
40 years, Wittenberg continues to advance in the 
field, launching its first-ever East Asian Institute 
this academic year to connect students with 
internships and experts outside the university. 
Building on the success of the academic program 
and in keeping with Wittenberg’s commitment to 
collaborative learning, the institute is working to 
expand opportunities for students by bringing in 
an international business focus to the program.

“With so much interaction now between the United States and Asia in so many 
fields – from climate change to business to global health issues – it is vital to be 
connected to what is happening there.”  – Kerry Dumbaugh ’74

Left: Students in the EAS program entertained 
alumni, fellow students, faculty and staff by 
playing the taiko.
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On March 20, 

2010, the campus 

celebrated the 

anniversary of 

the East Asian 

Studies Program.  

As part of 

the campus 

celebration, 

Swanger, 

Huffman and 

Mickel were 

honored. To view 

photos and a 

video feature of 

the anniversary, 

visit www.

wittenberg.edu.

The institute has already hit the ground 
running, sponsoring an alumni mentoring 
program, executive luncheons and an Executive-
in-Residence program, which wil l bring 
Toshikata Amino, former vice president of 
Honda of America Manufacturing Inc. to 
campus. These programs aim to provide 
students with everything from informal advice 
to career ideas.

“We want to provide students with real 
experientia l learning opportunities. The 
Institute’s East Asian Business Fellow program, 
for example, is providing $50,000 in grant 
money to help place students in internships 
abroad and nationally,” says Erick Kish, director 
of the institute. “Providing chances for career 
exploration is an important part of what we want 
to do for students.”

That is what Kerry Dumbaugh hopes to help 
with in her new role as the institute’s first Senior 
Fellow. By leveraging her extensive Washington, 
D.C. contacts to bring speakers to campus who 
will inspire a range of students, not just East Asian 
Studies majors, she hopes to expand horizons. 
Nearly everyone, she stresses, can benefit from a 
better understanding of East Asia.

“With so much interaction now between the 
United States and Asia in so many fields – from 
climate change to business to global health issues 

– it is vital to be connected to what is happening 
there,” she says.

Her own experience and success make her 
a tremendous asset to the institute and the 
university as a whole. With her enthusiasm for 
the field and her commitment to “giving back to 
Wittenberg what it gave to me,” she, like other 
alumni mentors, will serve as a great model for 
students and a door to opportunity. 

Of course, like so many courses of study at 
Wittenberg, the benefit of an East Asian Studies 
degree goes well beyond finding the perfect career. 
The interdisciplinary nature of the degree gives 
students a broad, “bigger picture” perspective, 
while the simple act of studying another culture 
helps students acquire a better understanding of 
their own. 

As the program notes on its website, “Wittenberg 
East Asian Studies students connect across the 
Pacific with skill and confidence. As the world 
economy continues to bind East and West into 
a global community, these students are there to 
make it happen and to make a difference.” n
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A Champion for Children
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With his can-do attitude 
and compassionate 
heart, entrepreneur John 
Zitzner ’77 transforms 
the lives of inner-city 
youth in Cleveland, Ohio. 

by Gabrielle Antoniadis
Every fall, approximately 50 million 
students walk through the doors of 
99,000 public elementary and secondary 
schools around the country. Of those 
schools, 4,100 are public charter schools. 
With the new administration putting 
resources into replicating successful 
charter schools, there is renewed 
examination of how they might be an 
engine for reform – especially for urban 
schools, which many believe to be in 
crisis.

And no city school system knows 
more about crisis than Cleveland, Ohio: 
out of 100 public high school freshmen, 
only four will go on to graduate from 
college. For years, Wittenberg alumnus 
John Zitzner ’77 had been watching 
from the sidelines, not knowing what – 
if anything – could be done about it. A 
business major who founded and ran a 
successful software company for 15 years, 
education was certainly not his field. 
Little did he know he would one day 
become a champion of school reform in 
Cleveland, and a leader on a mission to 
revolutionize urban public education.

How? First, you have to go back quite 
a few years to a series of serendipitous 
events and encounters. Zitzner traces 
his journey to education back to hearing 
Steve Mariotti, the founder of the 
Network For Teaching Entrepreneurship 
(NFTE) speak at a conference. Mariotti 
shared his experiences teaching inner-
city kids how to start a business as a way 

to break out of the cycle of poverty. 
Zitzner was so impressed with the 

presentation, he remembers walking 
away saying to himself, “If I wasn’t so 
busy with this software company, maybe 
I’d like to do that someday.”

Nearly 10 years went by, but during 
that time, Zitzner found himself at two 
more conferences that featured Mariotti, 
and each time he came away with that 
same feeling. By the third time, he had 
sold his company, and he was looking for 
meaningful change. After speaking with 
Mariotti, he ended up opening E CITY, 
an afterschool program in Cleveland 
using the NFTE model. E CITY was 
very successful, and Zitzner was pleased, 
but after a couple of years, he knew it 
wasn’t helping enough kids. He wanted 
to do more. 

“After spending time in the schools 
myself, I saw firsthand that our schools 
were failing our kids,” he says. “I didn’t 
know anything about education, but I 
did know that there had to be a way to 
do better.”

Taking the same can-do attitude, 
hard work and enthusiasm that made 
him a successful entrepreneur, Zitzner 
flew into action. Within a couple of 
years, he had met with the Cleveland 
Metropolitan School District and gotten 
them to sponsor his charter school, 
met with charter school experts, and 
traveled the East Coast to visit 12 high 
performing urban charter schools. 

“I was blown away by what I saw – 
these were schools just like ours in 
Cleveland, but the difference was the 
students were attentive and engaged,” he 
recalls. “That’s when I knew we could 
do it here.”

So began the journey that continues 
today. In 2006, he and his co-founder 
Ma r sha l l  Emer son  I I I  opened 
Entrepreneurship Preparatory School, 
or E Prep, with 125 sixth-graders. When 
they entered, most students were at a 
third-fourth grade level; by the end 

of the year, they were all performing 
at grade level. Last year, the school 
graduated the f irst class of eighth-
graders, and 100 percent of them went 
into college-prep high schools. And the 
school was rated “effective” two years in a 
row, and named a “School of Promise” by 
the Ohio Department of Education. 

Z i t z n e r  a t t r i b u t e s  t h e s e 
accomplishments to the hard-working 
people he surrounds himself with, 
his partnership with the Cleveland 
Metropolitan School District (E Prep 
was the first charter school in Cleveland 
to be “sponsored” by the district), and 
the education model his schools replicate. 
E Prep shares similar characteristics with 
other successful urban charter schools, 
such as longer school days, longer 
school years, uniforms, strict discipline, 
high academic rigor and a “no-excuses” 
attitude. 

For Zitzner, success has left him 
wanting more. This year, he opened 
Village Preparatory School, a K-5 school, 
and he plans to start another school in 
2011-12. To grow, however, Zitzner has 
worked hard raising money and building 
support on the ground and throughout 
Ohio for charter schools. He helped 
form Breakthrough Charter Schools, a 
non-profit made up of E Prep and two 
other high-performing charter schools in 
the city. Together, the group is planning 
to grow its collective schools in five to 
10 years from 1,000 kids to 5,000 to 
10,000.

Recently, he has taken his cause to a 
bigger stage, trying to change the way 
charter schools are funded in Ohio 
and working on a state bill that would 
allow successful charter schools to open 
additional schools. Recognizing that 
the issue is still polarizing, he hopes to 
move the conversation away from charter 
schools, and toward a more productive 
examination of what makes great urban 
education. 

Despite how busy he is, Zitzner calls 
his work today the best job he’s ever had.

 “When I see those lost, troubled sixth-
graders turn into eighth-graders talking 
about college, I just know they are going 
to be okay. And I can’t tell you how good 
that feels.” nA Champion for Children
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Alumni college Features Distinguished Profs
Themed “These Are a Few of My Favorite Things,” Wittenberg’s 
first of two Alumni Colleges this summer will feature 11 professors 
who received the Alumni Association Award for Distinguished 
Teaching, the university’s top faculty prize.

Scheduled for June 9-13 on campus, this year’s Alumni College 
will welcome Cynthia Behrman, professor emeritus of history; 
William Buscemi, professor emeritus of political science; Charles 
Chatfield, professor emeritus of history; Claudia Cornett, professor 
emeritus of education; Trudy Faber, professor of music; Richard 
Flickinger, professor emeritus of political science; Gerry Hudson, 
professor of political science; Virginia Hibbett Lucas ’53, professor 
emeritus of education; Scott Rosenberg, associate professor of 
history; David Wishart, professor of economics, and Jo Wilson, 
Keil Professor of Psychology.

Each award-winning professor and those who will team-teach 
have chosen the topic and format for their 90-minute presentation, 
leaving time for interaction with participants. This Alumni College 
will also be held in conjunction with a music reunion and the 60th 
reunion of the Class of 1950.

For more information on this Alumni College and the second 
one at the Chautauqua Institution in western New York State, log 
on to www.wittenberg.edu/alumni. n

Alumni network Goes Live

Within just two months of launching, the new 
Alumni Network, accessible from the new 

university homepage, has welcomed more than 
1,000 alumni into the new online community 
the network provides. In addition to offering 

a complete online directory of alumni, improved access to 
register for events, the ability to make a gift and a convenient 
way to stay connected with fellow alumni, the Alumni Network 
also interfaces with the popular social networking site of 
Facebook. To join, visit www.wittenberg.edu/alumni. n

Third-Annual Witt nation Hits The road

Beth Cavendish ’81
Johnstown, Ohio

Linda Weber 
Collins ’80
Dallas, Texas

Charles A. Giffin ’00
new York, n.Y.

the 2009-2010 Alumni Board

Secretary
Laurie Heckler 
Griffin ’79
centerville, Ohio

Vikki Hooper ’78
Woodstock, Ga.

Janet Thompson  
Jackson ’84
Topeka, Kan.

Eric Kovatch ’95
Louisville, KY 

Past-President
Megan P. McCann 

’93
chicago, lll.

President
John D. Morris ’83
Dublin, Ohio

Scott Ness ’01
St. clairsville, OH

Ashley Petersen ’07
Denver, cO

Maryrose Preisel ’83
White Plains, n.Y.

President-Elect
Stacy A. Rastauskas 

’98
Falls church, VA

Stephanie Backity 
Rodelander ’69
raleigh, n.c.

Eric Rusnak ’00
Falls church, VA

Sheila Simon ’83
carbondale, iL

Hank Sturges ’73
columbus, Ohio

Marc West ’87
Berea, Ohio

May 26 
Toledo
May 27
Springfield
May 28
Cleveland
May 30
Rochester

June 9
New Orleans
June 10
Houston
June 11-12
Dallas
June 13
Midland

June 16
Las Vegas
June 17-18
San Diego
June 19-21
San Francisco
June 22-23
Denver/Boulder

June 1-2
Boston
June 3
New York City
June 4-5
Washington, D.C.
June 7
Atlanta

June 26-27
Chicago
June 28
Indianapolis
June 29
Cincinnati
July 1-2
Columbus

For more on 
the events at 
each stop, log 
on to www.
wittenberg.
edu/wittnation
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Witt-Woo Draws Alumni 
Thirty alumni headed to Wooster 
College to enjoy the annual men’s 
basketball game, which Wittenberg 
won 67-56. n

Alumni reconnect in Florida
More than 100 alumni caught up in Sarasota during the 
annual spring alumni event there on March 16. n

choir Tour 2010
Hundreds of alumni enjoyed the 
2010 Wittenberg Choir spring 
tour. It was the final one for 
director Don Busarow, professor 
of music, after 28 years. n

Alumni Gather For columbus Events
The Columbus Holiday Party brought together more 
than 35 alumni on Dec. 8.

On March 25, members of the senior class and the 
Columbus Alumni Chapter gathered to enjoy a Columbus 
Blue Jackets hockey game. n
 n

President Meets With Alumni in Asia
President and Mrs. Erickson traveled to Japan, Feb. 20, 
where they connected with alumni in Tokyo. More than 
20 alumni living in Japan attended the event. n
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’32 |
Virginia Mallory celebrates 
her 100th birthday in April at 
her home in Bowling Green, 
Ohio.

’36 |
William G. Frick Sr., retiring 
in 1983 after a lifetime of 
service with the U.S. Navy, 
the Coca Cola Co., the 
Capehart/Farnsworth Co. 
and the Zenith Corp., lives 
in Savannah, Ga. He is a 
bi-weekly golfer and habitual 
user of his exercise bike.

’50 |
Richard E. and Wilma 
Maurer Werstler ’48 live in 
North Canton, Ohio. They 
celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary on June 4, 2009.

’59 |
Harry J. Friedberg of Rye, 
N.Y., practices law in New 
York, N.Y.

Ronald E. Schoo, Calvert 
City, Ky., celebrated the 50th 
anniversary of his ordination 
into the ministry on May 17, 
2009.

’60 |
Class Reunion, Homecoming/Reunion 

Weekend 2010

’61 |
Eldon J. and Dorothy 
Millikan Miller ’64 live in 
Frankfort, Mich. Eldon, who 
had a 36-year head coaching 
career at Wittenberg, Western 
Michigan, Ohio State and 
Northern Iowa universities, 
continues as an assistant coach 
for his son at the University of 
North Carolina-Pembrook. In 
May, he was inducted into the 
Ohio Basketball Hall of Fame.

’62 |
Gary F. and Shirley 
Anderson Tranquill live in 
McGaheysville, Va. Gary 
is the offensive coordinator 
with the Boston College 
Eagle football team in 
Massachusetts.

’68 |
David W. Benfer lives 
in Branford, Conn., and 
Sarasota, Fla. He has retired 
from the Hospital of Saint 
Raphael, New Haven, Conn.

Warren R. Block, 
Birmingham, Mich., has 
retired from the Troy Public 
Schools.

’70 |
Erik R. Hazel, Webster 
Grove, Mo., has retired 
as a medical researcher in 
the School of Medicine at 
Washington University, St. 
Louis, Mo.

Nancy Heist Kirkland, 
Cadiz, Ohio, is a library 
media specialist at Buckeye 
Trail High School with the 
East Guernsey Local Schools 
in Lore City, Ohio.

’71 |
Paul and Lucinda Hudson 
Bagocius live in Canal 
Fulton, Ohio, where Paul 
is a candidate for the City 
Council.

Suzanne Valliquette Yager 
of St. Cloud, Fla., retired 
from the Miami-Dade 
County Public Schools on 
April 1, 2009. She taught the 
primary grades for 38 years, 
29 at Devon Aire Elementary 
School. Suzanne is active 
with the Delta Zeta Sorority 
alumnae.

’72 |
William L. and Donna 
Heiss Widerman ’73 live 
in Cherry Hill, N.J. Bill, a 
partner with Grant Williams, 
LP, Philadelphia, Pa., is a 
municipal bond trader.
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Virginia Mallory ’36, who turned 100 on April 11, 2010, spent time with 
David Chilson ’69 at Christmas.
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Hymns in the 19th Century” 
examined the hymn repertory 
of the 19th century English-
speaking Lutherans.

’75 |
Robert L. Huffman is with 
the Bush School in Seattle, 
Wash. He lives in Tukwila, 
Wash.

D. Richard McDonald, a 
securities law attorney with 
Dykema, Bloomfield Hills, 
Mich., has been named by his 
peers as a leader in his field in 
the Best Lawyers in America 
guide for 2010.

’76 |
Glenn E. DeMott of 
Columbus, Ohio, was one 
of six whistle blowers who 
worked with the Department 
of Justice and the U.S. 
Attorney General’s Office 
in the Pfizer $2.3 billion 
fraud case. He tells us that 
he was influenced by several 
of his Wittenberg professors 
in ethical scientific research, 
Dr. Mason, Dr. DeLanglade 
and Dr. Curry. He credits his 
biology background for being 
able to prosecute this case.

Robert W. Schultz has 
retired as superintendent 
of the Tipton Community 
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’73 |
Joan E. Berkey is a historic 
preservation consultant and 
architectural historian in 
Cape May Court House, N.J. 
She prepares nominations 
for the National Register 
of Historic Places, creates 
historic districts, consults with 
homeowners on appropriate 
restoration practices and 
does house histories. She has 
published the book, Early 
Architecture of Cape May 
County, N.J.

’74 |
Christopher C. Colenda is 
the new chancellor of West 
Virginia University’s Health 
Sciences, Morgantown, W. Va.

Barbara Britton Moser is a 
retired French teacher living 
in Dalton, Ohio.

Jeffrey R. and Linda 
Haines Pannebaker ’72 
live in Silver Spring, Md. 
Jeffrey, former director 
of music and Christian 
education at First Lutheran 
Church, Johnstown, Pa., was 
a presenter at a conference 
sponsored by the Aglow 
International Ebensburg 
Community Lighthouse. His 
presentation, “Safely through 
Another Week: Lutheran 

Barbara McVicker ’69
Provides Hope And Help To Adult Caregivers

Barbara McVicker ’69 still remembers the night she got the call that 
she never expected. It was a night that changed her life, not only 
because she spent the next 10 years caring for her ailing parents, but 
because it eventually launched a whole new career path, educating 
others about what it means, and what it takes, to be a caregiver to 
elderly parents.

As she struggled through those 10 years, she says she felt 
completely alone at times, without any lifeline to help her cope. 
She emerged determined to find a way to help others navigate the 
medical, financial and highly emotional issues of caring for parents, 
especially when balancing the needs of a career and children. After 
gathering facts and personal stories from hundreds of caregivers 
and healthcare professionals, she wrote the book she wished she 
had had while caring for her own parents. Stuck in the Middle: 
Shared Stories and Tips for Caregiving Your Elderly Parents was 
published in 2008. 

“What I learned was that most people are completely unprepared 
for this kind of life-changing event,” she says. “They wait for the 
crisis, and then they feel like they are drowning.” 

Her book hit a chord and, almost overnight, she became a speaker 
and consultant on elder care issues. With nearly two-thirds of adult 
caregivers still in the work force, she gives workshops, webinars and 
presentations to corporations looking to better support employees 
caring for their parents. Travelling around the country advising 
people, but also listening to stories, she is especially moved to hear 
how thankful people are to learn they are not alone and to know 
they have support. She is now working on her second book, which 
she says is an expansion of the first with a focus on the steps to take 
in a crisis.

Though she never would have expected to end up as a speaker, 
consultant and author when she was studying education at 
Wittenberg, she believes she learned how to reinvent herself while 
there.

“There were so many opportunities and activities at Wittenberg 
and I tried on a lot of different hats,” she says. “Part of evolving and 
continuing to evolve is to have a broad education at a good school. 
I was lucky to have that and take advantage of it.” n 

– Gabrielle Antoniadis 

Bob McClaran ’43 enjoyed watching the Wittenberg Tigers play 
UW-Whitewater during the 2009 NCAA Div. III Tournament 
Quarterfinals on the laptop belonging to Scott Strawn ’76. 
Strawn and his wife Carol Pfeifer Strawn ’75, left, traveled to 
see Bob, a longtime Tiger football fan, in his assisted living 
facility in Mayfield Heights, Ohio.
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Governor’s Award for hiring 
employees with disabilities. 
Rob was featured with the 
governor on the home page 
of the State of Nevada, www.
nv.gov.

’80 |
Graeme J. and Alison 
Reinhardt Lockwood ’81 
live in Orlando, Fla. Alison 
has been promoted to project 
manager with AAA in Lake 
Mary, Fla.

Deborah Bolinger Slanaker 
teaches fifth grade at Perrin 
Woods School with the 
Springfield City Schools in 
Ohio.

Susan Tegland Stead is a 
partner and member of the 
insurance regulatory and 
transactional practice group 
at Nelson Levine deLuca & 
Horst in Columbus, Ohio. 
She has been accepted as a 
member of the Federation of 
Regulatory Counsel.

William J. and Lisa 
Carriero Zierolf live in 
Fairfield, Conn., where 
Bill is president and CEO 
of Management Health 
Solutions.

School Corp. in Indiana, but 
has returned to serve as the 
assistant superintendent. He 
was chosen by members of the 
Indiana Association of Public 
School Superintendents 
as the 2010 District III 
Superintendent of the Year.”

Anita L. Zupan is a resort 
and golf retail merchandiser 
in Morgan Hill, Calif.

’77 |
Mark V. Basile, Skokie, Ill., 
is pursuing graduate studies at 
the University of California at 
Berkeley and National-Louis 
University. He has a work 
study/fellowship through 
the English, ecology and 
entomology departments. 
Mark tells us he has great 
memories of Wittenberg.

David H. and Nancy 
Fumich Prescott live in 
Columbus, Ohio. David is 
with the American Health 
Network, Westerville, Ohio.

Stuart A. and Julianne 
Dirocco Smith ’80 live 
in Upper Sandusky, Ohio. 
Julianne is an interim pastor 
at First Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Plymouth, Ohio.

Robin W. Vugteveen is 
with Northwest Territorial 
Mint, Dayton, Nev. The 
headquarters of the 
firm which is located in 
Auburn, Wash., received the 
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Li’l Tigers

Micah Blane, son of Mary 
Roffmann Howell ’00 and 
husband Blane.

Sylvia Marie, daughter of 
Jason ’99 and Vanessa 
Crossgrove Fry ’99 

John Boeckman ’82, Michael Carter ’82, Michael Essex ’83, Mitchell Julien ’83 and Mark Barren ’83 
reunited during their annual summer gathering at Bill Moorhead’s lakehouse.

Alicia Sweet Hupp ’82, president of Sweet Manufacturing Co., 
recently received the Governor’s Export Award from Ohio  
Gov. Ted Strickland, right. 



sspring 2010 33

’81 |
David W. Dennis, Cincinnati, 
Ohio, is a network manager 
with Buckhorn Inc., Milford, 
Ohio.

’82 |
Alicia Sweet Hupp, 
president and CEO of Sweet 
Manufacturing Co., Springfield, 
Ohio, received the Governor’s 
Excellence in Exporting 
award as part of Ohio’s Global 
Summit.

Marcus H. Pryor is a senior 
data systems technician with 
General Electric Aviation, 
Cincinnati, Ohio.

Herman E. Tice is with 
the American General Life 
and Accident Insurance Co., 
Hilliard, Ohio.

’83 |
Jennifer A. Giessler is a site 
supervisor with the City of 
Tampa Parks and Recreation in 
Florida.

Brian R. Lawter, a chief 
warrant officer 4 with the 
U.S. Army, is deputy director 
of operations for the security 
operations center at the Misawa 
Air Force Base in Japan. He 
also serves as the executive 
officer for the 403rd military 
intelligence detachment. Brian, 

who has completed his 25th 
consecutive year on active 
duty, will be deployed to Iraq.

William L. Moorhead 
of Gahanna, Ohio, owns 
Dunmoor Homes. His 
company has partnered with 
Gahanna High School to 
raffle a new house to raise 
more than $200,000.00 
for the school’s athletic 
department.

Jackie L. Purkey, Franklin, 
Ohio, is supported living 
director with Residential 
Group Homes in Lebanon, 
Ohio.

’84 |
William C. Prain, Tega 
Cay, S.C., is a manager/
partner with Clarus Specialty 
Products LLC, Rock Hill, S.C.
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The Hon. John Pelander ’73
Earns Appointment To The Arizona Supreme Court

Believing that a career in the legal profession is “a noble call that carries 
with it a precious responsibility,” John Pelander embodies the best in 
American law, a fact Arizona Governor Jan Brewer clearly recognized 
when she appointed him to the state’s highest court last year. 

“I was truly honored and humbled by the appointment,” Pelander 
says. “Good fortune and timing no doubt contributed to my selection, 
but certainly years of hard work, dedication, and trying to treat others, 
including my adversaries, with dignity and respect all played a part.”

Initially in private practice for 18 years, Pelander was first appointed to 
the Arizona Court of Appeals in 1995, where he served as that court’s chief 
judge from 2004-2009 prior to his latest appointment. A distinguished 
graduate of the University of Arizona law school and highly successful 
in all the paths he has pursued, including being a certified specialist in 
the field of personal injury and wrongful death, and obtaining a master 
of laws in judicial process from the University of Virginia College of 
Law, Pelander often reminds himself and others of the traits that mark 
one’s professional and personal life – character, integrity, consistency, 
perseverance, humility and compassion, to name but a few.

“Every decision you make, action you take, personal contact you have, 
and word that you speak or write will shape and define you as well 
as others’ perception of you,” he says.  “Professionally speaking, your 
reputation will be the most important asset you have.  Cherish and 
protect it!”

Looking at his own career journey, Pelander also fully understands 
that “from one to whom much is given, much is expected.”

“A career in law provides opportunities to perform intellectually 
stimulating and challenging work while at the same time help others in 
solving problems,” he says. “On a broader and probably more profound 
level, I love this nation and am deeply grateful for its roots, heritage and 
fundamental principles on which it was founded – including the rule of 
law which we must jealously guard and not take for granted…. Absent 
the rule of law, the liberty and justice for all of which the Pledge of 
Allegiance speaks are empty promises and unachievable ideals.” 

At the same time, “as judges, we are vested with power and authority 
over the lives and well-being of others,” he says.  “We must always be 
mindful of the corresponding, awesome responsibilities that accompany 
such power and the judicial oath of office we swore to uphold.” n    
  – Karen Gerboth ’93

John P. ’94 and Molly Lambert Loftis ’99 with children Cindy Lou, 
Lane and Padraig

Susan Tegland Stead ’80
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Glenn DeMott ’76
Blows The Whistle On Pfizer Inc.

As a successful pharmaceutical sales representative for 19 years who 
earned national and regional sales awards, Glenn DeMott ’76 had a good 
life and a career he enjoyed. He didn’t have to rock the boat and alter his 
life forever. But when he discovered that his employer Pfizer Inc. was 
misrepresenting and falsifying scientific research and misleading doctors 
into promoting off-label uses of prescription drugs (among other things), 
he knew he had to act. He began what turned out to be an almost five-
year ordeal to blow the whistle on Pfizer’s illegal activities. 

The result of his and five other whistleblowers’ efforts is the largest 
healthcare fraud settlement in U.S. Justice Department history. In 
September 2009, Pfizer agreed to pay a $2.3 billion criminal and civil 
settlement to the government. Called “historic” by U. S. Secretary of 
Health and Human Services Kathleen Sebelius, the settlement will 
return nearly $1 billion to Medicare, Medicaid and other government 
insurance programs. Going nose-to-nose against the world’s largest 
pharmaceutical company isn’t something anybody does lightly, and 
DeMott admits that the prospect scared him at times. But he says his 
strong moral upbringing and his scientific training at Wittenberg as a 
biology major inspired him to do the right thing.

“It is unacceptable to me to violate the physician-patient relationship,” 
he says. “Risks to patient safety were involved and patient lives were 
involved. I refused to participate.” 

DeMott first reported his concerns to Pfizer about federal compliance 
violations, but instead of action, he was fired. DeMott met with federal 
agents and disclosed Pfizer’s illegal kickbacks to doctors and its unlawful 
marketing of the prescription drugs Bextra, Celebrex, Lyrica, Relpax, 
Depo-Provera and Geodon. These Pfizer actions caused false claims 
to be submitted to government insurance programs like Medicare and 
Medicaid. “Nothing seemed to stop even after I reported it,” he says. “My 
greatest fear was that nothing would ever get done.”

DeMott credits Wittenberg professors Ronald deLanglade, David 
Mason and Howard Curry not only with instilling in him a strong sense 
of ethics and scientific integrity, but also with training him to learn a 
great deal of scientific research and retain it accurately. 

The ordeal has taken its toll on DeMott, and today he says he is 
“slowly winding down” from the experience. While he hopes to take a 
vacation soon, his strong sense of civic duty still compels him to volunteer 
locally. But he may not be done with the big-time yet – he is interested 
in testifying before a Senate committee investigating fraud in the health 
care arena. n  – Gabrielle Antoniadis 

Matthew R. Shay, 
Arlington, Va., is CEO of 
the International Franchise 
Association, Washington, 
D.C. He has been named one 
of the top CEOs of the year 
by CEO Update.

’85 |
Class Reunion, Homecoming/Reunion 

Weekend 2010

Linda L. Lawrence of San 
Antonio, Texas, is a colonel 
with the U.S. Air Force. 
She serves as EM squadron 
commander of the Wilford 
Hall Medical Center and 
chief consultant of emergency 
medicine. She also chairs 
the board of directors of 
the American College of 
Emergency Physicians.

’86 |
Scott D. Roller traveled 
Route 66 from Chicago, 
Ill., to Santa Monica, Calif., 
taking several thousand 

photographs along the way. 
They were featured in a 
solo exhibit, “66 Shots,” at 
IMAGEBOX Gallery in 
Pittsburgh, Pa. The highlight 
of this exhibit for him was 
having three Wittenberg 
classmates attend the closing 
reception. Scott is currently 
traveling through the South 
retracing the Freedom 
Riders civil rights bus ride 
routes from the 1960s. The 
photographs from this journey 
will be exhibited next fall.

’87 |
Marcus M. Pender of 
Chagrin Falls, Ohio, has 
married Joy LaFrance. Marc is 
president and chief operating 
officer with International XS, 
Richmond Heights, Ohio.

’88 |
Guyle Lind Glenn received 
her Ph.D. from the College of 
Notre Dame of Maryland in 
May 2009.
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The Rev. Ronald Schoo ’59 celebrated the 50th anniversary 
of his ordination on May 17, 2009. Those pictured include his 
daughters Beverly, Janis and Luann, and his wife, Debbie. 
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Linda Mccabe Silich ’85
Beautifies The Hamptons With Horticulture

Forever an outdoor enthusiast and avid gardener, Ohio native 
Linda McCabe Silich never thought her longtime interests would 
lead to national press. Yet, the well-known Hamptons landscaper 
has accomplished that and more with her company, Groundworks 
Landscaping, based in East Hampton, N.Y.

Founded in 2002, Groundworks started as a partnership between 
Silich and 20-year veteran horticulturalist and Silich’s mentor Kim Hren. 
Using her corporate marketing experience, gained through her work for 
leading copier, software and advertising companies, Silich helped create a 
business plan with Hren. Silich’s husband Andy also brought his business 
finance and marketing expertise to the venture.

“The number one thing we all had in common was the drive and 
determination to be a success utilizing all three of our different talents, 
connections and backgrounds,” Linda Silich says.

Throughout the process, Silich says the creativity required and her 
desire to solve landscape “dilemmas” further confirmed that her passion 
had indeed positioned her in the right profession.

“With my experience with other landscape architects from New York 
City, such as Edmund Hollander and Kim Hren, I have been able to 
obtain the necessary knowledge that allows me to be well versed in the 
Latin botanical language and common names of numerous types of 
plants as well as learn the appropriate conditions of each plant chosen 
and how it is used in the landscape.”

Her knowledge and strong business plan quickly translated into 
success as one of her company’s “South Beach”-inspired landscape 
designs for a Southampton client was selected for the cover of Veranda 
Magazine. “Recently, This Old House Magazine, Backyard Designs and 
Hamptons Home and Gardens have also contacted us, and we have done 
several photo shoots for them,” says Silich, who double majored in speech 
communications and theatre with a minor in business administration.

 Looking back, Silich, the proud mom of Erica, 16, Matt, 14 and 
Patrick, 12, is convinced that her Wittenberg education prepared her 
for the success she has found. “My education helped me to develop the 
necessary skills to be independent, work hard and strive to be better. 
Since I paid my way through college by working in admission as a tour 
guide and being a resident advisor, I became responsible for my own 
future. I studied hard and essentially did whatever it took to graduate 
and succeed. I want to thank my professors, especially Ms. Pam Schindler, 
for believing in me, and Wittenberg for offering me the chance to attend 
such a fine and prestigious college.” n   – Karen Gerboth ’93

Alexander Fiske ’97 visited Lutherstadt-Wittenberg, Germany, 
in 2009.

A group of Alpha Tau Delta brothers and their wives annually 
reunite. This year the group met in Venice, Fla., where 51 
gathered, the largest to date for the group. 
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’89 |
Timothy E. Miller is the 
community president with 
the Salin Bank, Fort Wayne, 
Ind. He continues to be active 
with the Juvenile Diabetes 
Research Foundation, Fort 
Wayne Philharmonic, Cancer 
Services of Northeast Indiana 
and the Autumn Ridge 
Homeowners Association.

Barbra B. Tingley, Euclid, 
Ohio, is coordinator of 
outpatient physical and 
occupational therapy at 
MetroHealth Medical Center 
in Cleveland, Ohio. She also 
continues to teach weekly ice 
skating lessons to children 
and adults.

’90 |
Richard A. Fox, Lake 
Zurich, Ill., is vice president 
of information technology at 
Amli Residential Properties, 
Chicago, Ill.

Jeffrey R. Hobbs is the new 
principal at Fort Recovery 
High School in Ohio.

Jeffrey M. Mullen is 
the offensive coordinator 
for the football team at 
West Virginia University, 
Morgantown, W. Va.

’91 |
C. Quincey III and Laura 
Lentz Gage ’90 live in 
Columbus, Ohio. Quint is 
the new principal at Montrose 
Elementary School.

Andrew D. Genszler, 
director for advocacy for the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America in Washington, 
D.C., appeared in a television 
special, “Religion, Politics 
and Advocacy” on CBS.
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Beth Frock ’04 married 
Trevor Woods in Urbana, 
Ohio, on Sept. 22, 2007. 
The couple lives in Urbana, 
Ohio.

Jennifer Packman ’03 
married Mark Robinson on 
June 13, 2009, at the Golf 
Club of Dublin in Dublin, 
Ohio. The couple lives in 
Marion, Ohio.

Rebekah Van Drake ’05 
married Chris Singh on 
May 30, 2009. The couple 
lives in Westerville, Ohio.

Wedding Album
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’95 |
Class Reunion, Homecoming/Reunion 

Weekend 2010

Neil M. and Lisa Dearn 
Bucher of Bethel Park, 
Pa., welcomed their first 
child, Milo Freeman, on 
July 25, 2009. Neil is a 
traffic manager with Renda 
Broadcasting, Pittsburgh, Pa.

Andrew H. and Amy 
Raishart Sargent ’96 
live in Hagerstown, Md., 
where Andrew is in trust 
management with Heritage 
Capital LLC.

’96 |
Class Reunion, Homecoming/Reunion 

Weekend 2010

’97 |
James D. and Carrie 
Gorman Orr ’98 live in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. James is 
a relationship manager with 
PNC Wealth Management.

’98 |
Nils Galdo-Nogales is 
the CEO of ChileGlobal 
Angels, an international angel 
investment network based in 
Chile.

Valentina Dimitrova Grajzl 
of Lexington, Va., is affiliated 

’92 |
Kris A. and Elise 
deLanglade Spriggs live 
in Springfield, Ohio. Elise, 
who is a director with the 
law offices of Kegler, Brown, 
Hill and Ritter, has been 
appointed to the board of 
directors at Community 
Mercy Health Partners.

’93 |
H. Calister Turner III is 
the founder and CEO of Cal 
IV Entertainment, Nashville, 
Tenn.

’94 |
Class Reunion, Homecoming/Reunion 

Weekend 2010

Thomas S. Castro, Chicago, 
Ill., married Meredith Griffin 
on Oct. 10, 2009. Tom is a 
senior editor with STATS 
LLC in Northbrook, Ill.

Peter F. Hanson has married 
Jocelynn Brown. They live in 
Colorado Springs, Colo.

Isak B.J. “Sakkie” Mouton 
is the new chief executive 
officer with the Namibia 
Rugby Union in Africa.

Todd D. and Amy Firestine 
Pechar live in Lancaster, 
Ohio, where Amy teaches and 
Todd practices law.
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Paul Goodrich ’90
Turns Passion For Soccer Into Support For African Youth

As a Wittenberg student, Paul Goodrich’90 developed his skills in 
two seemingly unrelated fields – first, as a top soccer player for the 
Tigers (he was twice named All-American and was recently inducted 
into Wittenberg’s Athletic Hall of Honor) and second, as a geography 
major interested in exploring and understanding the world. As a 
graduate, he has devoted himself to combining those twin passions 
to help create a better future for African boys and girls through his 
organization, African Sports Outreach (ASO).

The wheels started turning for Goodrich after he graduated from 
Wittenberg and was serving in Togo, West Africa, as a Peace Corps 
volunteer. He saw how desperately poor local children were, living 
day-to-day, resorting to hawking batteries, tomato paste and other 
goods on the street just to stay alive. And then he noticed how that 
all disappeared –for an hour or so – when they were playing street 
soccer. So he formed a team, coached and trained them, and found 
sponsorship to give them an education and food. Today, ASO 
sponsors more than 200 boys and girls, providing them with a meal 
a day, schooling, critical medical support, after-school soccer training 
and a safe place to study and meet with their peers. 

“Soccer is the glue that keeps these kids coming back,” Goodrich 
says. “And that gives us a real chance to help them develop life skills. 
This is not a hand-out; this is support for kids who have none.”

Goodrich is dedicated to sponsoring a child until s/he graduates 
from high school or gets a job – he believes that this kind of long-term 
commitment is the only way to ensure that each child succeeds. ASO 
also provides support to other organizations in Africa that follow a 
similar “school-for-life” model that uses education to empower youth. 
He relies on sponsors from the United States, as well as money he 
makes from his soccer camps and clinics in Oregon. 

Goodrich’s early interest in other cultures was sparked in part 
by his college roommates (who came from Brazil, South Africa 
and Namibia). He says these experiences helped him create an 
organization that bridges cultures through sport to make a difference 
in young lives. 

“I took the light from my friends and professors and shared it with 
others through my work,” he says. “Now I take the light from my 
African kids and share that with potential sponsors, friends and 
family in the United States.” n  – Gabrielle Antoniadis 

College roommates Emily Beavers ’09 and Jaclyn Upleger ’09 
enjoyed a weekend reunion.
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with the Central European 
University in Budapest, 
Hungary. She is an assistant 
professor in the department of 
public policy.

Kelly E. Kotary has won best 
of show in a juried exhibition, 
Lines into Shapes, at the 
Art Center of Estes Park in 
Colorado. The prize-winning 
painting, Casey’s Path, is 
also included in the current 
exhibit.

’99 |
Shawn P. Burton is a labor 
and employment law counsel 
with General Electric Aviation, 
Cincinnati, Ohio.

Charles J. “Chuck” Carlise 
Jr., non-fiction editor of the 
literary journal, Gulf Coast, 
is also a creative writing 
teacher of at-risk high school 
students with the Writers 
in the Schools program in 
Houston, Texas. Chuck 
is pursuing his Ph.D. in 
literature and creative writing 
at the University of Houston. 
His poems have appeared in 
numerous publications and 
an essay, “Bosnia by Bus,” was 
published by Pebble Lake 
Review.

Yuriy R. Fedkiw is serving 
at the U.S. Embassy in 
Ljubljana, Slovenia, where 
he is responsible for the 
embassy’s political, economic 
and commercial sections.

Jason P. and Vanessa 
Crossgrove Fry welcomed 
Sylvia Marie on Sept. 2, 2009. 
They live in Ketchum, Idaho.

Kimberly Asmus Hersey, 
Sandy, Utah, is a sensitive 
species biologist with the 
Utah Division of Wildlife, 
Springville, Utah.

Michael T. and Pari Perkins 
Swift live in Reynoldsburg, 
Ohio. Pari is the senior 
records manager at the Ohio 

Attorney General’s Office in 
Columbus, Ohio.

’00 |
Class Reunion, Homecoming/Reunion 

Weekend 2010

Mary Roffmann Howell 
and her husband, Blane, 
announce the birth of Micah 
Blane on Oct. 4, 2009.

Allyson R. Teusink of 
Dublin, Ohio, is with the 
Tolles Career & Technical 
Center in Plain City, Ohio.

’01 |
The wedding of Kori M. 
Eastman and Matthew Wise 
took place on May 16, 2009. 
They reside in Lancaster, Pa.

Julian A. and Brianne 
Barclay Gilbert ’04 live 
in Los Angeles, Calif., 
where Julian is a senior 
research associate at Loyola 
Marymount University.

Kyle E. Kirkpatrick of 
Columbus, Ohio, married 
Kristen Santel on May 30, 
2009.

Scott M. and Deanna 
Carlson Ness ’99 announce 
the births of Elanna Marie 
and Emery Elizabeth in 2009. 
They live in Grove City, Ohio, 
where Scott is serving as 
pastor of St. John’s Lutheran 
Church.

Ryan B. Schreiber is a 
country desk officer with the 
Europe, Mediterranean and 
Asia region of the Peace Corps 
in Washington, D.C. Ryan 
lives in Arlington, Va.

Joseph D. and Christina 
Stevens Summers live in 
Scottsdale, Ariz. Joseph is 
a physician at the Hayden 
Family Medical Center. 
Christina is with Scottsdale 
Healthcare.

Shubhik DebBurman ’91
Goes Above And Beyond For His Students

You know them when you see them: the people who have found their true 
calling. You see it in the way they do their work – with an enthusiasm 
and dedication that seems to know no limits. Shubhik DebBurman ’91, 
associate professor of biology at Lake Forest College in Illinois, is one 
of those lucky people. 

For the past eight years, he has been known on the Lake Forest campus 
for his boundless energy and tireless commitment to his students and 
their intellectual growth. This year, Lake Forest College officially 
recognized his outstanding achievements as teacher, path-breaking 
researcher and engaged campus citizen by naming him a recipient of the 
Bird Award for Intellectual Contributions to the Campus Community.

The Bird Award recognizes an individual on campus who brings “a 
special measure of intellectual fervor and commitment…within or 
outside of campus organizations.” DebBurman was both surprised and 
grateful when he heard that he had received the award. 

“It was very unexpected, and I cannot help but feel thankful for my 
Witt years and all my teachers,” DebBurman says. “A handful of them 
became my deepest inspiration, and I can recall exactly how each of 
them influenced me, especially Dave Mason, Betty Powelson, Jo Wilson, 
Dave Wishart, Charles Chatfield, Dick Veler, Nathan Bolls and Jim 
Huffman.”

Listening to the accolades heaped on him by colleagues and students 
alike, it is clear that DebBurman invigorates the community because he 
invests so much of himself into it. He is as likely to be found volunteering, 
organizing a function, recruiting a speaker, publicizing a student’s 
achievements or mentoring other faculty as he is to be teaching or 
conducting scientific research. His passion for science is matched by his 
belief in the importance of the entire liberal arts experience.

DebBurman’s own liberal arts degree from Wittenberg – in biology 
and economics – paved a path of accomplishment that continues today. 
Generous with his time and his knowledge, DebBurman has devoted 
special attention to offering unique opportunities for his students. He 
regularly encourages them to co-author research papers with him, and he 
singlehandedly founded Eukaryon, an online journal for undergraduate 
research that is entirely edited and published by students. 

While DebBurman clearly welcomes and appreciates the recognition 
from his peers, it is but the icing on the cake of a career that brings him 
great joy and fulfillment. As he says:

“I could not be a happier or more satisfied person than in my current 
job.” n  – Gabrielle Antoniadis 
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Title 1 reading teacher at 
Marumsco Hills Elementary 
School with the Prince 
William County Public 
Schools in Woodbridge, Va.

’02 |
Cassie J. Bick is a human 
resources manager/interpreter 
with Cincinnati Union 
Bethel/Resident Home Corp., 
MRDD.

Erin Moore Henshaw 
has received her Ph.D. in 
clinical psychology from 

Kristin C. Young and 
Andrew Z. Smock were 
married on May 24, 2009. In 
May 2009, Kristin received 
her Ph.D. in biology from 
the University of California, 
Irvine. Andrew received his 
M.D. from the University of 
Toledo, Ohio, in June 2009. 
They reside in Columbus, 
Ohio, where Andrew is 
serving his residency in 
urology at The Ohio State 
University.

Lisa M. Zelenka, Centreville, 
Va., is a reading recovery and 
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cliff Pope ’94
Gives Back In The Classroom And Community

When Purcell Marian High School in Cincinnati, Ohio, had to say 
goodbye to Cliff Pope after four stellar years, it knew it would be hard to 
replace the star athlete and standout student. Several years later, with a 
Wittenberg degree in hand, Pope returned to his high school alma mater, 
not to leave his mark on the gridiron or the wrestling mat, but rather in 
the classroom and in the community.

A recent recipient of the prestigious Praestans Awards for his career 
success, positive and lasting impact on the community, and for 
giving back in a substantial way to Purcell Marian High School, Pope 
acknowledges that he would not have had a chance of being recognized 
this way if it were not for his Wittenberg experience.

“It’s incredible how much I grew emotionally, spiritually and matured 
as a man,” Pope said. “The different people I met from the various parts 
of Ohio, the country and the world really opened my eyes to so many 
things.”

Pope has had a tremendous 17-year career in secondary education. 
At Purcell Marian, Pope has garnered many awards as a religious 
studies teacher and as assistant principal-dean of students, including 
being named “Most Promising Teacher” in 1994, inclusion in Who’s 
Who Among America’s High School Teachers in 1998, the Marianist 
Sesquicentennial Award in 2000, and Teacher of the Year in 2000 and 
again in 2004. 

Wittenberg has also positively engrained the importance of community 
service into Pope’s mind. “One facet of my Witt experience as a student 
that has stayed with me throughout my career is my constant need to 
stay involved in my community,” Pope says. 

For the past four years, Pope has assisted the non-profit organization, 
Power Inspires Progress (PIP), which helps recently released ex-convicts 
and recovering drug addicts transition back into everyday society. Based 
out of Cincinnati, PIP was a perfect opportunity for Pope to satisfy his 
hunger for community service. From initially working as a tutor for basic 
computer skills to assisting with resumes and preparing individuals for 
job interviews, Pope today serves on PIP’s Board of Advisors.

Pope, who now works at Cincinnati Elder High School, has also given 
back to Wittenberg by acting as a pipeline for future Tigers. In addition 
to recruiting relatives to attend, Pope has also sent former students and 
former players whom he has coached to his alma mater. 

 “Witt’s motto is ‘having light we pass it on to others’, I feel like I 
have done that.” n  – Trent Brunic ’10

Er
in

 P
En

cE
 ’0

4

Todd ’94 and Amy Firestone Pechar ’94 with their children 
Nathan, Nick and Madeline
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Eastern Michigan University, 
Ypsilanti, Mich. She is 
an assistant professor of 
psychology at Denison 
University, Granville, Ohio.

Brian D. LeRoy, an English 
teacher at Euclid High School, 
has been promoted to head 
baseball coach there. He lives 
in Lakewood, Ohio.

Alexa I. Peterson and 
Matthew G. Warndorf were 
married June 6, 2009. Alexa is 
a school counseling intern in 
Vermont. Matt is an internal 
medical intern at Dartmouth-
Hitchcock Medical Center in 
Lebanon, NH.

Emily S. VerHoef and Jason 
E. Liebert were married July 
25, 2009. The couple resides 
in New Albany, Ohio.

’03 |
Jason R. Comer and 
Shannon Pedrick were united 
in marriage May 16, 2009. 
They live in Columbus, Ohio. 
Jason is an account executive 
at Acree Daily Integrated 
Systems.

Eckan D. Forbes, Springfield, 
Ohio, is a paraprofessional 
at Thurgood Marshall High 
School, Dayton, Ohio.

Jennifer K. Packman wed 
Mark Robinson on June 13, 
2009. They reside in Marion, 
Ohio, where Jennifer is an 
English teacher with the 
Marion City Schools.

Justin M. Schneck is an 
interior decorator with U 
Design It in Rockville, Md.

Daniel P. and Abigail 
Reider VanHorn live in 
Naperville, Ill., where Daniel 
is an assistant professor of 
psychology at North Central 
College.
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Kori Eastman ’01 married 
Matthew Wise on May 16, 
2009, in Rehoboth Beach, 
Del. The couple resides in 
Lancaster, Pa.

Erin Lane ’04 married 
Van A. Richardson ’04 
on Aug. 29, 2009, at COSI 
in Columbus, Ohio. The 
couple lives in Arlington, 
Va.

Matthew Warndorf ’02 
married Alexa Petersen 
on June 6, 2009, at the 
Botzum Farm in Cuyahoga 
Falls, Ohio. The couple 
lives in Plainfield, Vt.

Wedding Album

Fellow 1989 alumni Steve Goldberg, Andy Kipker, Paul Fennessy, Bart Rippl, Chris Uhle, John Birle 
and Ed Woods caught up with 1990 alumni Bryan Kratz and Mark Oldenquist during Homecoming 
2009.
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’04 |
Jessica D. Counts married 
Patrick Halley, Aug. 8, 2009. 
They live in Oak Park, Ill. 
Jessica is a research statistician 
with the Nielsen Co.

Beth A. Frock married 
Trevor Woods on Sept. 22, 
2007. They live in Urbana, 
Ohio. Beth is director of 
recruitment and development 
at Ridgewood School in 
Springfield, Ohio, and is an 
independent Pampered Chef 
consultant.

Mark S. Huber, Marshfield, 
Mass., is a mission developer 
with the New England Synod, 
E.L.C.A., Worcester, Mass.

Nina M. Kuhar married 
Thomas J. Fox on Aug. 22, 
2009.

Erin G. Lane married Van 
A. Richardson Aug. 29, 2009. 
They live in Arlington, Va.

Kathleen A. Robbins is 
a tutor/teacher aide at the 
Springfield Academy of 
Excellence in Ohio.

Sarah B. Simpson and 
Christopher K. Pelfrey ’06 
were married June 13, 2009. 
They live in Cincinnati, Ohio.

Travis J. Small, West Chester, 
Ohio, is a branch manager 
with Enterprise Commercial 
Trucks, Cincinnati, Ohio.

Rachel Vingsness, 
Cambridge, Mass., is an HR 
generalist with Jack Morton 
Worldwide.

’05 |
Kia E. Armstrong is a public 
health prevention specialist 
with the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
in Atlanta, Ga. She lives in 
Decatur, Ga.

Paul J. Redman, Castle 
Rock, Colo., is a regional 
business manager at Lennox 
Industries, Denver, Colo.

Susan A. Reishman is 
with Saks Fifth Avenue, 
Beachwood, Ohio.

Kristen D. Rinehart is a 
research scientist at Pioneer 
Hi-Bred, a DuPont company 
in Johnston, Iowa.

Christina A. Valerius is a 
Web reference librarian at 
Capital University, Columbus, 
Ohio.

Rebekah M. Van Drake and 
Christopher A. Singh were 
married May 30, 2009. They 
live in Westerville, Ohio. 
Rebekah graduated from 
the University of Cincinnati 
College of Law in May 2008.

Sarah E. Woodford is an 
assistant branch manager 
with Enterprise-Rent-A-Car, 
Fairborn, Ohio.

’06 |
Andrea Carroll Dehne is a 
contract specialist at Wright 
Patterson Air Force Base, 
Dayton, Ohio.

David M. Herzog, who is 
with the Liverpool Institute 
for Performing Arts in 
London, has performed in the 
television series Mystery Files 
on National Geographic as 
Louis XIV and the Man in 
the Iron Mask.

Jayme L. Mattimore is a 
membership account manager 
with the Ohio State Medical 
Association, Hilliard, Ohio.

Rachel A. Meier married 
Christopher D. Laughlin 
on May 23, 2009. They live 
in Columbia, S.C. Rachel 
is pursuing her master of 
divinity at the Lutheran 
Theological Southern 
Seminary.

Stacy A. Ogbeide, 
Springfield, Mo., is pursuing 
her Ph.D. at the School of 
Professional Psychology at 
Forest Institute. She is the 
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raymar Hampshire ’05
Encourages Civic Responsibility With A Twist

Although Raymar Hampshire quickly found a job in the wealth 
management department at Merrill Lynch after graduation, he 
increasingly found himself feeling that something important was missing 
in his life.

“I wasn’t giving back to my community enough,” he says.
That feeling led him to think about why so many of his generation 

were not volunteering. He soon discovered that one reason in particular 
loomed large: Recent graduates of four-year colleges are burdened with 
an average of $20,000 in student loan debt. Driving across Tennessee 
to a family reunion, Hampshire and his brother Robert began mulling 
over this conundrum and wondered ‘What if people could get a loan, 
but instead of paying it back with interest, they would pay it forward 
with service to the community?’ It was a vision in the making, and in 
August 2008, the two brothers launched SponsorChange.org, a Web-
based organization that combines the principles of civic responsibility 
with philanthropy and leadership development. 

Through SponsorChange.org, young professionals become Fellows 
who volunteer for local non-profits. In exchange, they receive student 
loan stipends to help pay off their school debt while exploring social issues 
in-depth through civic education. Fellows share their experiences with 
each other online and report on the impact of their projects. Hampshire 
believes that these experiences will foster a long-term commitment to 
service even after they have served their term as a SponsorChange Fellow. 
He also plans to bring in speakers so Fellows hear different perspectives 
on a range of social issues.

With support from its partner Pittsburgh Cares, a local non-profit, 
and the acclaim of members of the local community, SponsorChange.
org is on the road to success. The next step is to make the process 
entirely Web-based, similar to such micro-lending sites as Kiva.org and 
DonorsChoose.org.

“SponsorChange is a perfect blend of creative thinking, civic spirit 
and economic good sense,” Pittsburgh City Councilman Patrick Dowd 
says. Others are also taking note of this innovative twist on giving 
back, including Business Week, which interviewed Hampshire last fall. 
Hampshire welcomes the national attention as he and his brother look 
to expand the program beyond Pittsburgh.

“We think that knowledge and understanding lead to greater volunteer 
retention in the future because individuals better understand why they 
are doing what they are doing.” n  – Gabrielle Antoniadis 
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Wedding Album

Kyle Kirkpatrick ’01 
married Kristen Santel on 
May 30, 1009. The couple 
lives in Columbus, Ohio.

Nina Kuhar ’04 and 
Thomas Fox ’04 were 
married Aug. 22, 2009, 
in Westlake, Ohio. The 
couple resides in Fort  
Mill, S.C.

Emily VerHoef ’02 
married Jason Liebert 
’02 on July 25, 2009. The 
couple resides in New 
Albany, Ohio.

Kristin Young ’01 and 
Andrew Smock ’01 were 
married in Lake Forest, 
Ill., on May 24, 2009. The 
couple lives in Columbus, 
Ohio.

author of the article, “Ethical 
Issues in Survey Research,” 
which was featured in the 
fall 2009 issue of Eye on Psi 
Chi, a publication of the 
international honor society in 
psychology.

Carolyn M. Rowe received 
her juris doctor degree 
from the Roger Williams 
University School of Law, 
Bristol, R.I., on May 22, 
2009. She has joined the law 
firm of Brinks Hofer Gilson 
& Lione in Chicago, Ill.

Aaron C. Schmalzle, 
Milwaukee, Wis., is an 
executive director with 
Outreach Services in Sussex.

’07 |
Sarah M. Bay is an assistant 
language teacher with the 
Iwate Prefectural Board of 
Education in Japan.

Melissa S. Jackson is an 
Americorp Vista leader with 
Ohio Campus Compact in 
Granville, Ohio.

Kathryn C. McCarthy is an 
intervention specialist with 
the Fairbanks Local Schools 
in Milford Center, Ohio.

Zachary S. Raines teaches at 
Catholic Central High School, 
Springfield, Ohio.

’08 |
Catharine B. “Cate” 
Downing has opened a 
business in downtown 
Columbus, Ohio. Shine Me 
Up Shoes specializes in shoes 
for women and men, foot 
massages, shoe repair and 
shoe shines.

’09 |
Christopher M. Banas has 
accepted an AmeriCorps 
position with the Oregon 
State University Extension 
Service, Salem, Ore.
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in Memoriam

’33 |
George R. Henkle, a 
well-known realtor, died 
July 26, 2009, in Warren 
County, Ohio. He founded 
George Henkle Associates 
Inc., a residential, commercial 
and industrial developing 
firm. His business career 
and community leadership 
spanned more than four 
decades of accomplishments. 
He was a member of the 
Lebanon Presbyterian Church, 
Phi Mu Delta fraternity and 
numerous professional and 
civic associations. He was 
twice selected “Realtor of the 
Year” by the Warren County 
Board of Realtors and twice 
selected “Man of the Year” 
by the Lebanon Chamber of 
Commerce.

Llora Routson Mader, 
formerly of Troy, Ohio, 
passed away Oct. 11, 2009, 
in Greenville, Ohio. She was 
a school teacher with the 
Piqua Schools for 15 years 
before retiring in 1947. Her 
memberships included First 
Lutheran Church, Troy 
Homemakers Club and Troy 
Senior Citizens.

Helen M. Waldron of 
Mitiwanga, Ohio, passed 
away June 11, 2009. During 
World War II, she served as a 
captain with the U.S. Army 
Nurse Corps in Europe. In 
1946, she began her career 
as chief medical nurse with 
the Veterans Administration 
Hospital in Cleveland, retiring 
in 1979. She was an avid 
seamstress, furniture refinisher, 
pet lover and gardener.

’37 |
Helen Robison Shaffer of 
Springfield, Ohio, passed 
away July 23, 2009. A 

member of Highlands United 
Church of Christ and Shrine 
Widows Club, she retired 
from Wittenberg and taught 
swimming to children at the 
Y.W.C.A.

’39 |
Harriet Cross Beard 
passed away Oct. 24, 2009, 
in Springfield, Ohio. She 
worked with the Springfield 
City Schools as a teacher and 
principal at Northern and 
Snowhill Elementary Schools. 
Her memberships included 
Christ Episcopal Church, 
Alpha Xi Delta sorority and 
the Women’s Town Club.

Ann Harding Frick of Lima, 
Ohio, died April 18, 2008. An 
active life member of Christ 
Episcopal Church, she most 
recently attended St. Luke 
Lutheran Church. She was 
also a member of the Lima 
Sorosis Book Club and the 
Philanthropic Education 
Organization, and she loved 
flower gardening and vacations 
on Sanibel. A former teacher, 
she was a payroll clerk at 
Nichols Bakery.

Bette Anderson Rohrer died 
Sept. 4, 2009, in Springfield, 
Ohio. A member of High 
Street United Methodist 
Church and Alpha Delta Pi 
sorority, she volunteered at 
Community Hospital and 
served as a Girl Scout leader. 
An accomplished painter and 
sculptor, she was active with 
the Springfield Museum of Art 
and served as past-president 
of its board of directors. She 
was also instrumental in the 
establishment of the first 
Springfield Art Center.

’41 |
Marcia Hamilton Carman 
of Louisville, Ky., passed away 
Aug. 6, 2009. As a soloist 
in the choir and a chalice 

bearer, she was a devoted 
member of St. Matthews 
Episcopal Church. For much 
of her life, she served the 
Episcopal Church on the 
Diocesan level on numerous 
committees and as president 
of the Diocesan ECW. A 
well-known lyric soprano, she 
was a soloist at many churches 
and synagogues during her 
lifetime.

Mary Sidner Hodge died 
July 27, 2009, at her home 
in Knoxville, Tenn. She 
taught elementary school in 
Champaign and Franklin 
counties in Ohio and Knox 
County in Tennessee. Her 
memberships included Church 
Street United Methodist 
Church, P.E.O. Chapter AH, 
the Friday Book Club, Akima 
and Omni. She was a 4-H 
Club leader, a master bridge 
player and a golfer who also 
enjoyed photography, knitting, 
quilting and reading.

Julianne “Judy” Dozer 
Johnson Kincaid of 
Zanesville, Ohio, died June 
15, 2009. Her memberships 
included Grace United 
Methodist Church, Order 
of Eastern Star at Roseville, 
Beaux Arts Club, Assembly 
Club, Junior Bethesda League 
and various Republican 
organizations.

’42 |
Elizabeth A. “Betty” 
Neidecker of Bowling 
Green, Ohio, passed away 
Oct. 26, 2009. A former 
newspaper reporter, she 
spent her career in the field 
of speech pathology and 
audiology. She worked in 
the Cleveland Hearing and 
Speech Center before joining 
the faculty at Bowling Green 
State University, retiring in 
1982. Her teaching focused 
on the training of speech and 

hearing specialists for work 
in schools. A textbook she 
wrote is well known in her 
field. Her lifelong fondness 
for the Lake Erie region 
inspired her to publish a 
history of the Marblehead 
Lighthouse in 1995. Her 
memberships included St. 
Thomas Episcopal Church, 
Port Clinton, Ohio, St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, Bowling 
Green, Ohio, the Ohio 
Canal Society, and several 
regional and county historical 
museums.

John R. Newlin, Dayton, 
Ohio, passed away Oct. 23, 
2009. A member of Fairmont 
Presbyterian Church and 
Phi Gamma Delta fraternity, 
he served as a pilot and first 
lieutenant with the U.S. Army 
Air Corps during World 
War II. He retired as general 
counsel of Dayton Power and 
Light.

’43 |
Flora Miller Heine, Traverse 
City, Mich., died Oct. 9, 2007. 
She formerly lived in White 
Town and Fort Wayne, Ind., 
and Monroe, Grand Rapids, 
and Livonia, Mich., as a 
pastor’s wife before retiring 
to Lake Leelanau more than 
20 years ago. She loved being 
near water and nature, and 
was an accomplished pianist, 
quilter and seamstress. Her 
memberships included 
Bethany Lutheran Church and 
Alpha Xi Delta sorority.

’44 |
John P. Grimes, Valparaiso, 
Fla., died May 27, 2007. 
During World War II, he 
served as a pilot with the U.S. 
Army Air Corps.

Phyllis Baker Rolfe of 
Columbus, Ohio, died 
Sept. 12, 2009. She retired 
in 1977 after 39 years of 
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teaching, predominately with 
the Grandview Schools and 
most recently with The Ohio 
State University College of 
Education. She was a 65-year 
member of First Community 
Church.

’45 |
Elizabeth “Betty” Rader 
Hoskins died June 22, 
2009, in Worthington, 
Ohio. A member of All 
Saints Evangelical Lutheran 
Church and Alpha Xi Delta 
sorority, she retired from the 
Worthington Schools in 1986.

Jean Karshner Piazzoni, 
formerly of San Diego, Calif., 
passed away May 24, 2009, in 
Sacramento, Calif. A member 
of Chi Omega sorority, she 
retired in 1989 as a medical 
receptionist with Kaiser 
Permanente. She was also a 
former president of Clipped 
Wings, an association of 
former United Airlines flight 
attendants.

William S. Snyder died 
in Minneapolis, Minn., on 
Feb. 19, 2009. During World 
War II, he served with the 
U.S. Army Air Corps in the 
European Theater. After 
the war, he served as a first 
lieutenant with the Ohio 
National Guard until 1950. 
A member of the Lutheran 
Church and Phi Kappa Psi 
fraternity, he owned The 
Frenchman’s.

Sarah “Kitty” White 
Zeffer of Wadsworth, Ohio, 
passed away July 20, 2009. 
A member of Wadsworth 
United Methodist Church, she 
worked at Wolf’s Jewelry and 
served as auditor for the City 
of Wadsworth.

’47 |
Jesse D. Humberd passed 
away March 21, 2009, in 
Winona Lake, Ind. During 
World War II, he served as a 
deck officer in the U.S. Navy 
aboard the destroyer, the 
U.S.S. Roe. He taught math 
and physics at Wittenberg 
for one year before becoming 
a professor and head of the 
math and science departments 
at Grace College for 37 years.

’48 |
Donna Cox Krehmeyer of 
Pembroke Pines, Fla., passed 
away July 24, 2009. A member 
of Chi Omega sorority and 
an avid sports fan, she retired 
from the Miami-Dade County 
School System after 30 years as 
an elementary school teacher.

John E. Magalee, Riverside, 
Calif., died July 7, 2009. A 
Lutheran minister, he served as 
a chaplain with the U.S. Army 
in Vietnam and Germany and 
at Walter Reed Hospital and 
Ft. Riley, Kan. He received 
numerous citations and medals 
including the Bronze Star, 
Legion of Merit, RVN Cross 
of Gallantry and the Chapel of 
Four Chaplains Humanitarian 
Award for exemplary service. 
Before his retirement in 
1985, he had risen to the 
rank of colonel. He moved 
to Riverside, Calif., where 
he served as pastor of several 
churches. His memberships 
included Military Officers of 
America Association, Veterans 
of Foreign Wars, American 
Legion, American Cancer 
Society and the Association of 
Lutheran Brotherhood.

August E. Scherer, Herrin, 
Ill., died Sept. 24, 2009. 
During World War II, he 
served with the U.S. Army Air 
Corps in Oahu, Iwo Jima and 
Saipan. He retired in 1983 as 
principal of Westside School.

’49 |
Louise Schlicter Love 
passed away Nov. 6, 2009, in 
Springfield, Ohio. During 
World War II, she served as 
a sergeant and post master 
at Fort Oglethorpe and was 
a member of the Women’s 
Memorial in Washington, 
D.C. She retired from the U.S. 
Postal Service after 18 years of 
service. An all-star pitcher for 
various national championship 
women’s fast pitch softball 
teams, she participated in the 
Senior Olympics in tennis 
and horseshoes. A member 
of Grace United Church of 
Christ, she volunteered at the 
annual Yuletide Festival at St. 
John’s Lutheran Church.

John T. Sherrer of Akron 
died Aug. 10, 2009. His 
career included working 
for the Westinghouse Corp. 
in Mansfield, owning and 
operating the Colony Catering 
Club in Mansfield, interior 
designing for the May Co. in 
Cleveland and working for 
Mature Services Inc. in Akron. 
A member of Alpha Tau 
Omega fraternity, he enjoyed 
traveling, animals, antiquing, 
music, politics and advocating 
for the elderly, among other 
interests.

Hulda Lind Smith, formerly 
of Springfield, Ohio, died Oct. 
13, 2009, in Lakewood, Colo. 
She founded the Ski Club 
and taught at Northwestern 
High School for more than 25 
years, ending her career as a 
guidance counselor. Following 
her retirement in 1985, she 
volunteered with Habitat 
for Humanity and helped 
alongside former President 
Jimmy Carter during one 
memorable summer project. 
An active member of First 
Lutheran Church, she also 
volunteered for Planned 
Parenthood as a nurse assistant.

’50 |
Robert B. Chotoff of 
Amherst, N.Y., died Oct. 21, 
2009. A member of Phi Kappa 
Psi fraternity and Mensa 
International, he served as a 
private first class in the U.S. 
Army Air Corps during World 
War II. He taught history and 
coached football and track and 
field at Kenmore East School 
for more than 30 years before 
retiring in 1990. A volunteer 
usher at the Shea Performing 
Arts Center, he was also a paid 
extra on the set of the 1984 
movie, The Natural.

Eleanor Teets Lowe died 
June 27, 2008, in Fort Myers, 
Fla. A member of Kappa 
Delta sorority, she retired 
as president of Engineered 
Injection Equipment Co., 
Naperville, Ill. For many years 
she worked with Young Life 
and enjoyed foreign travel.

Susan Haslop McCormack 
of Newark, Ohio, died 
Aug. 31, 2009. A teacher 
by profession, she was 
a member of St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Kappa Delta sorority, the 
Northwestern University 
Faculty Wives, the Orrington 
Parent Association, the Unity 
Reading Circle and Monday 
Talks. She was also the past-
president of the Auxiliary for 
the Rehabilitation Institute of 
Chicago.

Angelo J. Pappas of Hot 
Springs, Ark., died Oct. 7, 
2009. A partner in Birnbaum-
Annen Insurance, he retired 
from ABI Insurance and the 
Garland County Assessors 
Office. His memberships 
included St. Mary’s Greek 
Orthodox Church, Hot 
Springs Lions Club and 
Senior DeMolay with the 
Degree of Chevalier. He 
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served as a board member of 
Garland County Community 
College, Abilities Unlimited 
and the Hot Springs Water 
Commission.

’51 |
Shirley Dean Beck of 
Columbus, Ohio, died 
Aug. 10, 2009. A member of 
Linworth United Methodist 
Church and Alpha Delta Pi 
sorority, she was a teacher with 
the Columbus Public Schools. 
For 20 years she volunteered at 
Riverside Methodist Hospital.

Jayne D. Burmeister of 
Toledo, Ohio, died July 20, 
2009. She was employed with 
the Toledo Public Schools for 
more than 30 years, retiring 
from Hawkins Elementary 
School. Her memberships 
included Hope Lutheran 
Church and Hawkins School 
Retirees. An avid world 
traveler and photographer, she 
enjoyed music, playing the 
piano and sports.

George A. Bush of Marquette, 
Mich., died Nov. 5, 2009. 
During World War II, he 
served as an officer with 
the U.S. Navy on the U.S.S. 
Napa in the South Pacific. A 
Lutheran minister, he served 
churches in Ohio, Kentucky, 
and Lansing and Marquette, 
Mich. He also served as a 
member of the board of Suomi 
College, Hancock, Mich., 
and as a chaplain with the 
Civil Air Patrol and Camp 
Michi-Lu-Ca of Fairview, 
Mich. After his retirement 
from the ministry, he served 
as counselor and teacher at the 
Academic School of Marquette 
Branch Prison for 10 years. 
He later owned and operated 
Little Tree Cabins, a fishing 
camp on Lake Independence 
in Big Bay prior to settling in 

Kissimmee, Fla., in the mid 
1980s. He also played violin 
for the Marquette Symphony 
Orchestra.

Robert E. Carr, Springfield, 
Ohio, died May 14, 2009. 
During World War II, he 
served as a rifleman with the 
U.S. Army in Italy where he 
was wounded. He worked 
as an office manager at 
CCC Trucking and Wilson 
Freight before retiring as 
transportation manager from 
Cooper Energy Services 
in 1982. His memberships 
included First United Church 
of Christ and Rocco-Welch 
Post 8673 of the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars. He loved 
collecting stamps, and fishing 
and boating at Lake Lorelei.

Robert T. Petticrew of 
Syracuse, N.Y., passed 
away July 29, 2009. During 
World War II, he served as 
a first lieutenant and pilot 
with the U.S. Army Air 
Corps. Following the war, he 
continued to serve with the 
U.S. Air Force Reserve for 
an additional eight years. He 
spent his career in finance and 
accounting with the General 
Electric Co. A member of Phi 
Mu Delta fraternity, he was 
a 33rd degree Mason with 
the Cypress Shrine and the 
Scottish Rite.

’52 |
Donna Walthall Ballentine 
passed away Aug. 14, 2009, at 
her home in Montville, N.J. 
An entrepreneur, she balanced 
the duties of a homemaker 
while branching out into the 
business world. Active in her 
community, she was a member 
of St. Pius X Church, the first 
woman president of the Lake 
Valhalla Private Club, served 
many years on the Township’s 
4th of July Committee, and 
was a credentialed first-aid 

responder for the Montville 
First Aid Squad. She was 
also an avid bridge player 
and owned an extensive doll 
collection.

Paul J. Klosinski of Doraville, 
Ga., passed away Feb. 26, 
2009. A member of St. 
Andrews Presbyterian Church, 
Phi Mu Delta fraternity and 
the Senior Golf Association 
of Atlanta, he retired as a 
construction sales specialist 
with the General Electric Co., 
Atlanta, Ga.

’58 |
W. Robert Chandler of 
Millcreek, Pa., passed away 
Oct. 20, 2009. A member 
and deacon at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, he served 
in the U.S. Army both active 
and reserve from 1953-78. His 
career included managing 
Federal Department Stores in 
Ohio and Michigan and Hills 
Department Stores in Ohio, 
Kentucky and Pennsylvania. 
He was a columnist for the 
Erie Times, Morning News and 
Weekender, writing articles 
on fishing and boating. As 
a professional fisherman, he 
was a representative for several 
fishing tackle companies. He 
was promotions manager 
for the Erie Area Chamber 
of Commerce, the executive 
director of the Erie County 
Tourist and Convention 
Bureau, and president of the 
Pennsylvania Aquarium.

Barbara Beery Dudrow, 
Springfield, Ohio, died 
Aug. 19, 2009. A member of 
Southgate Baptist Church 
and Alpha Delta Pi sorority, 
she taught kindergarten 
at Possum School with 
the Clark-Shawnee School 
District for 30 years. Active 
in the community, she was 
recognized as a teacher of the 
year, was a master gardener 

and enjoyed playing the piano, 
gardening, needlecrafts and 
traveling.

William R. Smith Jr., 
passed away Sept. 7, 2009, in 
Springfield, Ohio. During 
World War II, he served with 
the U.S. Navy in the South 
Pacific. He retired as a teacher 
and counselor at the junior 
high and high school levels 
from the Springfield City 
Schools.

Carlton W. Vobbe Jr. of 
Vermilion, Ohio, died Sept. 
3, 2009. He worked for 
Goodyear Tire and Rubber Co. 
for 32 years as a worldwide 
manager of their roofing 
products division, retiring in 
1995. A member of Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Beta Theta 
Pi fraternity, the Salvation 
Army and the Vermilion Lions 
Club, he served with the U.S. 
Army Reserves. He enjoyed 
water sports, hiking, traveling, 
genealogy and was a regular 
volunteer with the Special 
Olympics.

’59 |
Barbara Swob Brigham, 
Canal Fulton, Ohio, died Oct. 
8, 2009. Her career included 
working as a secretary with 
Mahoning Express/Bekins 
Van and teaching with the 
Springfield City Schools, the 
Piqua City Schools and New 
Middletown Elementary 
School. She enjoyed traveling, 
tending flowers, bird watching 
and singing. Her memberships 
included Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Clinton, Ohio, and 
St. Paul Lutheran Church in 
Massillon, Ohio.

Michael J. Leonard, Lima, 
Ohio, died Feb. 26, 2009. He 
had been a radio broadcaster 
in Worthington, Piqua and 
Lima, and served as a program 
director in Sidney and Findlay. 
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a Sunday school teacher 
and superintendent, camp 
counselor, as a member of the 
administrative board and with 
the missions programs. Later 
she continued her service 
to the missions programs at 
Central Christian Church.

Susan Nelson Wolf of Miami 
Township, Ohio, died June 12, 
2009. She taught in the West 
Carrollton School District for 
more than 20 years. A member 
of Epiphany Lutheran Church 
and Sigma Kappa sorority, she 
was also active with TWIGS at 
the Dayton Children’s Medical 
Center. Her arts and crafts 
talents were evident at David’s 
Cemetery where she beautified 
markers and commons areas.

’68 |
David C. Drumheller of 
Mount Laurel, Pa., passed 
away Sept. 19, 2009. An 
engineering manager 
with Lockheed Martin of 
Moorestown, N.J., for 31 years, 
he retired in 2001. He was a 
member of Prince of Peace 
Lutheran Church.

Kathryn Davis Lynes of 
Boise, Idaho, died Sept. 2, 
2009. A former medical 
technologist, she was an active 
member of University Baptist 
Church. She also loved her cats, 
painting and playing the piano.

’69 |
Isabella Klick Harvey of 
Milford, N.H., died July 17, 
2009. A member of Kappa 
Delta sorority, she was at 
one time a state consultant 
in special education for 
the Massachusetts State 
Department of Education.

David H. Miller, Fort 
Wayne, Ind., died Sept. 28, 
2009. A member of Pathway 
Community Church and Phi 
Gamma Delta fraternity, he 
served with the U.S. Navy on 

the U.S.S. Stickell destroyer. 
He owned Miller Insurance 
Agency and was co-owner 
of Miller-Fiandt Insurance 
Services at the time of his 
death.

’71 |
Shirley Hoge Ballinger, a 
resident of Kennett Square, 
Pa., and a member of Alpha 
Xi Delta sorority, passed away 
on Oct. 30, 2009. In addition 
to her career as a physical 
therapist, she initiated annual 
mission trips as a deacon of 
Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, West Chester, Pa. Her 
legacy will include a new clinic, 
a new library, a small business 
and hope for the town of 
LaEntrada, Honduras.

’73 |
Elizabeth “Betty” Moore 
Shay died Aug. 26, 2009, in 
Springfield Ohio. She was a 
teacher with the Northeastern 
School District before serving 
20 years with the Urbana City 
Schools, retiring in 1984. Her 
memberships included Central 
United Methodist, CCRT, 
ORTA and Norris Chapter 
#426 of the Eastern Star. She 
was also an active volunteer 
at the Clark State Performing 
Arts Center and the Ohio 
Masonic Home.

’78 |
Jenny L. Barber passed away 
Aug. 23, 2009, at her home in 
Columbus, Ohio. She was a 
long-term employee of the U.S. 
Post Office and an animal 
lover.

Suzanne Malott Veler 
passed away at her home in 
Springfield, Ohio, Dec. 3, 
2009. She served Wittenberg 
in several positions, including 
that of director of prospect 
research. Upon occasion she 
joined her husband, Richard, 

professor emeritus of English 
and general secretary emeritus 
of the university, in teaching at 
Wittenberg and in Liverpool, 
England, and also in hosting 
Wittenberg guests. One-time 
president of the Springfield 
Youth Symphony Parents’ 
Association, she formerly 
taught piano and was active 
in various youth- and civic-
related organizations. She 
was a member of Covenant 
Presbyterian Church, where 
she served several terms as 
an elder and was an active 
member of other church 
organizations as well as The 
Wittenberg Guild.

’81 |
Douglas S. Deal of Milford, 
Ohio, died Feb. 12, 2006.

’83 |
Robert C. Lindeman passed 
away Oct. 5, 2009, in Orange 
County, Calif. A member of 
Alpha Tau Omega fraternity, 
he spent his career at UPS.

’84 |
Sidney Fine, who received 
an honorary of Doctor of 
Letters degree in 1984 from 
Wittenberg for his service as a 
consultant to the Wittenberg 
history department in 
changing its curriculum to the 
new academic program, died 
March 31, 2009. He was a 
retired chair of the department 
of history at the University 
of Michigan in Ann Arbor, 
the author of 12 books, the 
recipient of the Golden Apple 
Award from the U-M Hillel 
and the Henry Russell Award 
for research. During World 
War II, he served as a Japanese 
language officer.

A distributor of Amway 
products, he was an active 
member of Zion Evangelical 
Lutheran Church and involved 
with Encore Theater.

Larry A. Yeagley, a member 
of Delta Sigma Phi fraternity, 
died Jan. 24, 2009, in 
Painesville, Ohio.

’64 |
Jacob C. Baas Jr., Upper 
Arlington, Ohio, passed 
away on Sept. 8, 2009. 
The executive director for 
university advancement at 
Wittenberg from 1976 to 1984, 
he also worked in development 
at Emory University, 
Washington College and 
Kalamazoo College before 
founding his own consulting 
firm. A member of Alpha Tau 
Omega fraternity, he was an 
avid outdoorsman, enjoying 
hunting, fly fishing and sailing.

’65 |
Robert W. Enscoe died 
Nov. 5, 2009, in Cincinnati, 
Ohio. A member of Pi Kappa 
Alpha fraternity, he worked 
at Wren’s Department Store 
before venturing into business 
on his own in 1973 with the 
purchase of Paperphanalia in 
Edgewood, Ky. He expanded 
his operations as president of 
R.P.R. Inc., operating four 
additional stores. His passions 
included horse racing and, for 
a time, shared ownership of 
race horses at Hickory Ridge 
Farms in Baltimore, Md.

Florence Eagleton Williams 
died July 27, 2009, in 
Springfield, Ohio. The 
last 18 years of her 29-year 
career with the Springfield 
City Schools were spent as 
a kindergarten teacher at 
Snowhill School. She was a 
member of Central United 
Methodist Church for more 
than 50 years serving as 

CL
A

SS
 N

O
TE

S



spring 2010 47

May

 1 WittFest – 11 a.m. Myers Hollow

 1 Wittenberg Triathlon – 10 a.m. HPER Center

 1 Faculty/Seniors Dance Concert – 7:30 p.m. Chakeres Memorial Theatre 

 2 Opera Studio Scenes – 7:30 p.m. Krieg Hall 

 3 Faculty Artist Recital – Christopher Durrenberger, 4 p.m. Krieg Hall 

 4 Wittenberg Jazz Ensemble Concert – 7:30 p.m. Ness Family Auditorium

 14 Baccalaureate Service – 2:15 p.m. Weaver Chapel

 15 Commencement – 2 p.m. Commencement Hollow

June

 7-9 Tiger Junior Football Camp

 9-13 Alumni College – Theme: “These are a few of my favorite things.” 
Class of 1950 Reunion 

 10-25 Boys’ Basketball Camps

 13-15 Volleyball Camp

 14-18  Girls’ Soccer Camp

 14-18 Boys’ Soccer Camp

July

 6-31 Volleyball Camp

 11-14 Boys’ Basketball Camp

 12-14 7 on 7 Passing League

 17 Offensive Skill Academy

25-28  Boys’ Basketball Camp

ofcalendar
eventscalendarevents

calendarevents
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WittFest, May 1

         Girls’ Soccer Camp, June 14 – 18

Jazz Ensemble Concert, May 4
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A Gift For Life
Pam Cline Novak ’65 Inspires Guatemalan Girls Through Scholarship Program

continuing the living gift. 
These girls grow up knowing girls are of 

little value, so it is always amazing for me 
to see the rapid transformation in these 
girls after they join our program. When 
they become a “becada” (“scholarship 
girl”) with us, they have “proof” that 
they are special. They often tell me that 

just knowing people 
bel ieve in them 
enough to give them 
a scholarship gives 
them tremendous 
value as a person. 

The becadas as 
a group have also 
become a real power! 
In November 2009, 
three graduates in 
one high school 

were first, second and third place. Another 
was valedictorian in her program. We 
now have three girls working very hard 
in systems engineering, a course in which 
two thirds don’t make it through. These 
are determined girls on a mission toward 
a fabulous future! In a country where 75 
percent is considered wonderful, our girls 
have an average GPA of 86 percent.

Believing in holistic education, Spirit 
also includes self-esteem growth through 

“Chiquita’s Cocoon,” dental clinics, fertility 
cycle instruction (unknown in the region), 
etc. Each trip I make presents another facet 
of life to be addressed, and some of these 
benefits spill over into the community as 
well. 

The road to these special moments, 
however, came out of a traditional path 
following my graduation from Wittenberg. 
I initially started my educational career 

as a teacher in an elementary school, 
recycled myself and eventually taught in 
business schools in the United States and 
in Australia. While in Australia, a young 
Fijian girl asked me to help her get a U.S. 
scholarship. I didn’t know how to help, 
but I wasn’t willing to let it end there. I 
soon realized women around the world 
need an extra hand. And so, after several 
years of research and perseverance, Spirit 
Education Foundation, a 501(c)3 public 
charity, was born.

Spirit works by matching “godparents” 
with “becadas.” Godparents agree to 
sponsor a girl until she finishes high school 
with the hopeful option of continuing with 
her university education. Becadas agree to 
maintain excellent grades, study English 
through the Spirit program and write to 
their godparents regularly. The result is 
a relationship of support and caring that 
grows over the years, including a hoped for 
meeting between the two. 

I pledge to godparents that every 
penny of their donation will go to the 
girls. Spirit is a program for poor girls, not 
administrators. To do this, I rely heavily 
on volunteers, proceeds from locally 
made Mayan jewelry and other goods that 
Spirit sells, as well as my own financial 
contributions and fundraising efforts. 
In addition to travelling to and from 
Guatemala several times a year to select 
new girls and celebrate their successes, I 
also work hard to promote the work of 
Spirit Education, to fundraise and to look 
for new godparents. 

I’m not a fundraiser; I’m a teacher, but I 
do it because when I see the smiles of our 
girls, as they reach for a bright future, it’s 
all worth it. n	 –Pam Novak ’65

When I f irst met Merlyn Ortiz 
Salguero, a teenage Guatemalan 

girl, she seemed destined for a life selling 
bananas on a street corner in her village. 
I knew I needed to intervene. Merlyn was 
one of a growing number of extremely 
impoverished girls with great ability and 
a fierce hunger to study for a better future. 
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Novak’s work 
results in 
building 
relationships  
of support  
and caring  
that grow  
over time.

She is also probably the brightest girl I 
had ever worked with in all my years of 
teaching. Thanks to the organization 
I established called Spirit Education 
Foundation, I was able to offer her a 
scholarship. Today, after her high school 
essay won first place in state and country 
competitions, and second place in an 
international one, Merlyn has a full-time 
job as an assistant auditor for a bank while 
studying at the nearby university. 

Merlyn’s is but one of many girls’ stories 
in Guatemala – my passion and home away 
from home. I firmly believe that education 
is the only way out of poverty, and giving 
these girls the chance to live, to grow and 
to thrive through an education that once 
seemed unattainable, not only reflects 
Wittenberg’s ethos, but also the mission 
of Spirit Education. Each girl also agrees 
to provide a scholarship in the future, thus 
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THE WITTENBERG FUND

Restoring the Future of Education
on a National Scale

“Our teachers deserve to learn in 

an environment similar to where 

they will teach. The level of our 

students’ intelligence is high, 

they are so committed, and they 

make measurable differences in 

the lives of their students. They 

deserve to have an environment 

where they learn how to teach 

and reach students.”

Virginia Lucas, 1982 Alumni 
Association Award for Distinguished 
Teaching recipient and professor 
emeritus of education

With your support, Blair Hall will become a model for education innovation with a 
program that pushes future teachers beyond what is comfortable and into what is 
important. Your investment will help produce educational leaders of constructive 
social change in classrooms across America and around the world. Invest in the 
Future of Education. The Blair Hall Project. www.wittenberg.edu/blairhallproject
Naming opportunities are available.
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Scouting for Girls: A Century of 
Girl Guides and Girl Scouts

 As Women’s History Month concluded 
in March, Professor of History Tammy 

Proctor takes time to discuss her book 
on  the 100-year-old organization.

Read more at www.wittenberg.edu/girlscouts
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