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Bart D. Ehrman is the James A. Gray Distinguished Professor Emeritus 
of Religious Studies at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
(UNC-Chapel Hill), where he taught from 1988 until his retirement in 
2025. Ehrman’s research and his courses focus on the New Testament, 
the history of Early Christianity, and the Apostolic Fathers.

Ehrman has written or edited 35 books, six of which have been New York 
Times bestsellers, including Misquoting Jesus, God’s Problem, Jesus Interrupted, 
How Jesus Became God, Forged, and The Triumph of Christianity. Love Thy 
Stranger: How the Teachings of Jesus Transformed the Moral Conscience of the 
West was published in March 2026 by Simon & Schuster. More than 2 
million copies of his books and courses have been sold, and his books 
have been translated into 27 languages.

Recognized for excellence in teaching and scholarship, Ehrman has 
received numerous awards, including the Religious Liberty Award from 
the American Humanist Association and the John William Pope Center 
Spirit of Inquiry Teaching Award. He was a National Humanities Center 
Fellow in 2009-2010 and was awarded a Bowman and Gordon Gray 
Professorship for 1998-2001 at UNC-Chapel Hill.

Misquoting Jesus with Bart Ehrman, his popular weekly podcast with host 
Megan Lewis, explores lesser-known facts about the New Testament. His 
daily blog, “The Bart Ehrman Blog: The History & Literature of Early 
Christianity,” has raised a million dollars for charitable organizations. In 
addition to numerous online courses, he has produced nine acclaimed 
courses for The Great Courses. 

Featured widely in television, radio, and print media, Ehrman has also 
served as an editor, co-editor, or editor-in-chief for scholarly collections 
and academic journals such as Vigiliae Christianae: A Review of Early 
Christian Life and Language; New Testament Tools, Studies, and Documents; 
and Journal of Early Christian Studies, among many others. 

After earning a B.A. from Wheaton College in 1978, Ehrman earned 
a Master of Divinity in 1981 and a doctorate in 1985 from Princeton 
Theological Seminary. Prior to UNC-Chapel Hill, he taught at Princeton 
Theological Seminary and Rutgers University and has served as an 
adjunct professor at Duke University.
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PROGRAM
 

WELCOME

Christian M. M. Brady, DPhil (Oxon.)
President 

INTRODUCTION OF  
THE SPEAKER

Travis Proctor, Ph.D. 
Dean, School of Arts, Communication 
and Cultural Foundation
Associate Professor of Religion and 
Department Chair

ADDRESS

“Love Thy Stranger: How the 
Teachings of Jesus Transformed the 
Moral Conscience of the West”
Bart D. Ehrman, M.Div., Ph.D. 

QUESTION AND ANSWER 
SESSION

BOOK SIGNING

Books will be available for purchase, 
and a book signing will take place at 
the end of the program.

Earlier today Dr. Ehrman met with  
students during a class visit and attended  
a Lunch and Learn with faculty.

To make a gift in support of the 
Wittenberg Series, scan the QR code.
Thank you for your support.

ABOUT THE WILLIAM A. 
KINNISON ENDOWED 
LECTURE
The William A. Kinnison  
Endowed Lecture in History was 
established under the auspices 
of the Board of Directors of 
Wittenberg University with 
the assistance of numerous 
benefactors to honor Dr. 
Kinnison on the occasion of his 
retirement as president of the 
University in 1995, following 
25 years of service to his alma 
mater. An historian himself, Dr. 
Kinnison is the author of  
several books about the history  
of Clark County, Springfield,  
and Wittenberg University. 

ABOUT THE 
WITTENBERG SERIES
The Wittenberg Series was 
created in 1982 during President 
William A. Kinnison’s tenure. 
Now celebrating its 42nd season, 
the series offers a selection of 
cultural activities available to 
students, faculty, staff, alumni, 
and the community. For more 
information about the 2026-2027 
schedule, please scan the QR 
code on the front cover or visit  
www.wittenberg.edu/wittseries.
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1996-1997 
William S. McFeely,  
University of Georgia

1998-1999
Kathryn Bernhardt ’76,  
University of California, Los Angeles

2000-2001 
Blanche Wiesen Cook,  
City University of New York 

2001-2002 
Neil Levine,  
Harvard University 

2002-2003  
Edward W. Said,  
Columbia University

2003-2004 
Natalie Zemon Davis,  
Princeton University 

2004-2005 
Jonathan D. Sarna,  
Brandeis University

2005-2006 
Charlayne Hunter-Gault, Civil Rights 
Activist and Journalist 
 
2006-2007 
John W. Dower,  
Massachusetts Institute of Technology

2008-2009 
Ric Burns, Documentarian

2009-2010 
William Chester Jordan,  
Yale University

2010-2011
Claudia Koonz,  
Duke University 

2011-2012 
Ronald Grigor Suny,  
University of Chicago 

2012-2013 
David Levering-Lewis, 
New York University

2013-2014 
Eric Foner,  
Columbia University 

2014-2015 
David Brakke,   
The Ohio State University 

2015-2016 
Fredrik Logevall,  
Harvard University

2016-2017 
Michael Blakey,  
College of William and Mary

2017-2018 
Annette Gordon-Reed,  
Harvard University 

2018-2019 
Elizabeth Fenn,  
University of Colorado Boulder 

2019-2020 
Eric Cline,  
George Washington University 
(cancelled due to COVID-19 pandemic) 

2022-2023 
Matthew Morse Booker, 
National Humanities Center 

2023-2024
Michael Gomez,  
New York University

2025-2026
Benjamin H. Irvin, Ph.D., 
Indiana University


