Classical Structure for an Essay
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· The pieces of the classical essay structure can move about—the refutation may come earlier, if you know your audience will likely disagree with your proposition. 

· The pieces do not correspond to paragraphs. One might be a sentence long; another might take up several pages of paragraphs. 
Background





What does the reader need to know in order to understand the particulars of your upcoming proposition? 





Introduction





Hook the reader. You might tell a story, or explain why a topic is worth considering, or point out a contradiction (or a deficit) in current research. 





Proposition





Your arguable, focused thesis statement, which also provides a roadmap to the rest of the paper. 





Proof





Here is where you give support for the proposition: lay out the evidence, bring in the outside sources, make the argument. 














Refutation 





What counterarguments are there to your proposition? Try to anticipate possible objections and answer them before your reader can raise them. 








Conclusion 





Wrap it all up—remind people of your proposition. Sometimes, the conclusion can be a place to call for more research, or to introduce a further question to consider. 








