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IT’S GOOD HERE.
Whether you are living in a University residence hall, house, 
or apartment, we believe the residential experience is a vital 
part of the college experience and students growth and 
development. 

Learning to live in a community is a valuable way to learn 
about yourself, others, and how to be a positive influence on 
the world around you. It also teaches life skills of 
communication, compromise, teamwork, conflict resolution, 
self-regulation, and accountability within a supportive, and 
caring community encouraging students to become their 
best.

If you have further questions, please don't hesitate to contact 
us at 937-327-7800. 
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What is Housing Lottery and am I required to participate?
Housing Lottery is the process by which rising sophomore, junior and senior students 
preference their housing for the next academic year. The process is entirely online!  
Preferences and assignments are made without interrupting your class schedule or 
making you wait in line. 

All full-time undergraduate students are required to reside in Wittenberg housing the 
entire time they are enrolled and as such should participate in lottery.
The only students not required to participate in housing lottery are students previously 
approved to:

Commute from the principal residence of their parent/legal guardian 
Live in a Greek organization house
Select housing as a non-returning RA
Fill an RA position for the coming academic year
Study abroad for the coming fall term

If you wish to be released from University housing, you must submit a completed 
Housing Release Application by February 8. If you wish to change the conditions under 
which you received approval previously, you must reapply for Housing Release using 
the requested new conditions. Residence Life will approve or deny your request based 
on the information provided so be thorough and clear. Do not proceed with any plans 
until you receive the Residence Life decision.

Do I need to do anything in order to participate in Lottery?
In order to prepare for the housing lottery, you should:

1. Clear any holds:
Log onto MyWitt and click on "My Admin Stuff", then click "Student Academic 
Information", and then click on "Registration Priority and Holds".
If you have any type of hold/restriction, you must contact the appropriate office 
to lift the restriction/hold(s) before proceeding through housing lottery. 
You will not be allowed to proceed if any holds or restrictions exist; this will 
prohibit your entire group from entering preferences.

2. Make sure your credits are correct:
Log onto MyWitt and click on “Student Academic Info”, then click on “Gen Ed 
Program Evaluation”. Click “OK” on the pop-up. Once the report loads, you can 
see how many credits you have earned and how many credits you are enrolled 
in this semester.
If any of the information appears inaccurate, contact the Registrar about next 
steps. Residence Life cannot correct your credit information for you.

3. Make sure any ADA housing accommodation documentation is up to date:
If you have a need for a specific type of housing due to a diagnosed, 
documented condition, please contact Jamie Rippey, Accessibility Services 
Coordinator, for next steps.

What is the Lottery?  Am I ready?
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When Lottery opens, what do I do?

It doesn’t matter when your 
group completes the process. 

You can be first or last.
As long as you complete it 
before the lottery you are 

participating in closes at 6:00 
A.M. - - You have the same 

chance of getting your 
preferences.  

Do I get to pick who I live with and where we live?  

Housing Lottery is run through an online system. During the Lottery process, you will 
receive messages to your Wittenberg e-mail account confirming details and asking you 
to take certain actions. It is essential that you check your e-mail frequently. 

Here is how the process works:
1. Students organize into groups of 1-5 people according to the size/type of the 

room/property they want to live in.

2. Lottery opens for group creation and preferences.
• Don’t stress - - You have plenty of time!

3. One student creates a housing group on the system and invites the others to join it.
• The student creating the group will be the group leader.  Be certain this is 

someone you can trust to make decisions on behalf of your group as well as 
be responsible to check emails and dates.

• Any student can send an invitation to another student but the invitation 
must be accepted to form a group. 

• It is important you respond to invitations promptly so that you are not 
holding up you group and potentially other groups. 

• In order to proceed everyone in the group must accept. 
• Students can only belong to one group at a time.
• You can only see options that match your group size.  If you are a group of 3, 

you cannot preference 4 bedroom houses.

4. On behalf of the group, the group leader submits housing preferences for their 
entire group. 

• The group leader is the only one able create the preference list, but the 
other members may view it on the system at any time. 

• Groups should rank all available housing options. We highly recommend 
preferencing as many housing options & types as possible, as this will 
increase the likelihood of a match.
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So, we made our group and ranked our houses, now what?

1. At 6:00 A.M. on the morning of your lottery, the system will automatically close 
and not allow for any more changes.

2. Shortly after closing, the system will be prompted to sort all the students 
participating in the lottery running that day into pools by class. 

3. The Senior class pool participants are assigned a random lottery number, which is 
then sorted by the system.

4. Starting with the first lottery number, the system runs through the Senior class 
pool, matching the highest housing preference with the properties still available.

• All members of the group are assigned at the same time as the Senior 
with the highest number in the group. 

• It is possible for Juniors to be placed before Seniors, because the Senior in 
their group was assigned a higher lottery number than other Seniors, so 
the Juniors were pulled into that house.

• The system moves down the list of lottery numbers and matches the 
highest housing preference with the properties still available.

• The system assigns groups based on the person with the best lottery 
number. (Numbers within the groups are NOT averaged). 

5. Once all possible Senior matches have been completes, it then moves to the 
Junior class and starts the same process again.  Once Juniors are completed, then 
Sophomores are matched.

6. Groups that do not receive an assignment during their lottery (groups that “fall 
out”) should reorganize and participate in an upcoming lottery date. 

• If your group does not receive a housing placement in the first round of 
preferences, you can reconfigure and enter a following round (i.e. if your 
group wanted a 4 bedroom rental but did not get one, they can split into 2 
groups and go through the 2 bedroom rental process.

7. Check your Wittenberg email!  Any group that receive an assignment will also 
receive emails with assignment notifications, electronic room agreements, and 
further instructions.

8. This will keep repeating until all lotteries have run.

How does the Lottery work?

After the last Lottery assignment date, anyone eligible for housing, but 

without a housing assignment, will be assigned to housing by Residence Life.

Lack of participation in the Lottery, does not mean you will be released from 

the housing requirement.
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Housing Lottery occurs over 
the span of several months. 

In order to not miss 
important information, you 
should be aware of all dates 
and check your Wittenberg 
email frequently.

wittenberg.edu/reslife

February 1: Greek house rosters due to Carol Nickoson

Non-returning RA applications due to Residence Life

Requests and documents for ADA housing accommodations due 

February 8: Housing Release Requests Due to Residence Life

February 11: Notification of Housing Release decisions

February 15: Housing Lottery Website opens for Renewal Housing request

February 20: Renewal Housing Lottery – Renewals Assigned

February 25: ADA Selection & assignments made

February 28: Non-returning RAs housing assigned

March 5: Housing Lottery Website opens for all current residents

March 19: Witten’Burbs 5 and 1 Bedrooms Assigned

March 21: Witten’Burbs 4 Bedrooms Assigned 

March 26: Witten’Burbs 3 Bedrooms Assigned 

March 28: Witten’Burbs 2 Bedrooms Assigned 

April 2: Residence Hall Triples and Quads Assigned 

April 4: Residence Hall Doubles Assigned 

April 8: Unassigned students (without housing) assigned to housing

April 12: Housing Swap 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

April 18: Housing Swap Confirmations sent

When is the Lottery?

Dates are subject to change, so it is very important to check your Wittenberg 
email for updates and reminders.

Preferences /   
group members can’t be 

changed after
6:00 a.m. the morning 
that housing type is to 

be  assigned
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If you were to ask five students, “Where is the best place to live on 
campus?” you’d likely get five different answers.  Each hall provides 
unique amenities and features, so one is sure to match your personal 
preferences.

wittenberg.edu/reslife

Are all the residence halls the same?

Elevator 
Access

Lounge 
Location

Laundry 
Facility 

Location

Cable / 
WiFi in 
Rooms

Central 
Air in 

Rooms

Ferncliff Hall
Freight 

Only
All Floors 1st Floor Yes No

Firestine Hall Yes All Floors 1St Floor Yes Yes

Myers Hall No Floors 1-4
Lower 
Level

Yes No

New Hall
*See Rate Table

Yes All Floors All Floors Yes Yes

Polis House No All Floors
Lower 
Level

Yes Yes

Tower Hall Yes All Floors
Lower
Level

Yes Yes

Woodlawn Hall No All Floors 2nd Floor Yes No

Furnished: Residence Halls are furnished with such amenities as dressers, 
desks, chairs, blinds or shades, bed and mattress.
Design and actual furniture vary by hall.

Utilities: All halls include full utilities.  Trash and recycling collection is 
provided, but residents are responsible for placing in receptacles. 

Technology: All halls feature free internet access and common area lounges 
with media accessibility.  All rooms have cable access.  
Students must provide television and cable cord.

Laundry: Washers and dryers are provided in each hall free of charge.
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Just like our students, all our ‘Burbs residences are all unique.  No 
two are alike nor do they offer exactly the same experience.  It is 
important to consider location, number of housemates, and other 
amenities when preferencing in the lottery.

wittenberg.edu/reslife

Are all the ‘Burbs the same?

Furnished Dishwasher Cable /
WiFi

Laundry Central 
Air

Keller 
Apartments 
(4 Beds)

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Sprecher
Apartments
(3 Beds)

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Furnished:  Apartments are furnished with a such amenities as 
dressers, desks, chairs, blinds, dining table or bar and 
chairs, bed and mattress. Design and actual furniture vary by 
building.

Utilities: All apartments include full utilities.  Trash collection and recycling  
are provided with residents responsible for placing in dumpster.

Technology: All apartments feature WiFi access. Bedrooms and living rooms 
feature cable access.  Students must provide television and cable 
cord.

Laundry: Coin operated washers and dryers are provided in each building.

Apartments

Furnished Dishwasher Cable 
/ WiFi

Laundry 
Hook Up

Central 
Air

Faculty Court
(3 Beds)

No Varies No Yes Yes

Utilities: All townhouses include full utilities.  A trash can and recycling bin 
are provided for each unit. Residents are responsible for placing 
cans at curb for weekly pick up.

Technology: Students are responsible for cable and internet  installation and 
payment. Dish / satellite installation is not permitted without 
previous approval. 

Laundry: A washer and dryer hook up is provided in each unit.

Townhouses
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Are all the ’Burbs the same? (cont.)

Furnished Utilities Cable /
WiFi

Laundry Central 
Air

‘Burbs Houses No Yes No Varies Varies

Houses

Utilities: All house include full utilities.  A trash can and recycling bin 
are provided for each unit. Residents are responsible for placing 
cans at curb for weekly pick up.

Technology: Students are responsible for cable and internet  installation and 
payment. Dish / satellite installation is not permitted without 
previous approval. 

Laundry: Not all houses have a washer and dryer hook up.
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What is the cost of my room?

PER 
SEMESTER

Standard 
Room
Rate

Single Super 
Single

Requires 
Meal
Plan

Standard 
Residence Hall

2697 3131 4086 Yes

New Hall 2952 3386 4341 Yes

‘Burbs
1 Bedroom

4525 NA NA No

‘Burbs 
2 Bedroom

3234 NA NA No

‘Burbs 
3 Bedroom

3010 NA NA No

‘Burbs 
4 Bedroom

2967 NA NA No

‘Burbs 
5 Bedroom

2939 NA NA No

Sprecher
Apartments

4256 NA NA No

Keller 
Apartments

4022 NA NA No

Singles:  Single / Super Single rooms are not available in the lottery.  
1 Bedroom Homes are not available in the lottery.
Non-ADA requests for any single or 1 bedroom apartment will not 
be reviewed until after the room freeze period ends in the Fall.
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Do I need a meal plan?

PER
SEMESTER

Rate Approximate 
Meals per 

Week

Bonus 
Dollars 

Included

Carte Blanche (Unlimited Meals) 2585 Unlimited 100

225 Flex Meal Plan 2260 14 100

150 Flex Meal Plan 2003 9 200

85 Meals 1302 6 200

45 Meals 829 3 200

Bonus Dollars:   Bonus Dollars give the student flexible buying power in all 
dining service facilities.

Greek Waiver: Residence hall students who are in a Greek organization may 
drop to the 85 or 45 with approved Greek waiver form.

Students living outside of the residence halls are not required to carry a 
meal plan, but can add one using the MyWitt portal.

Students living in a residence hall are required to carry a meal 
plan. After the first year, students can select Carte Blanche, 225, 
or 150. 

Meal plans in the ’Burbs are not required, but students can select 
from any of the ones listed below.
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I was just wondering. . .

FAQ Answer

Who should I 
contact to have a 
hold lifted?

You need to contact the appropriate office for your 
specific hold.. Any existing hold will prohibit your 
group from being assigned housing.

May I stay in my 
current hall and/or 
room next year?

Residence Hall:  While you cannot claim the same 
Residence Hall room in the Housing Lottery, there is 
a chance you could be reassigned to that space 
based on your lottery number. 
‘Burbs: Properties can be renewed (claimed ahead of 
traditional lottery) up to three years. Watch your Witt 
email for information about Renewal Rights. 
Additional information about renewals is available
online.  

May I live in a 
Residence Hall with 
more than 60 credit 
hours?

Yes!  You are more than welcome to participate in 
the residence Hall Lottery to secure a room. Your 
status as a Junior or Senior will greatly increase your 
chances of obtaining the floor/section that you 
desire.

What if I'm going 
abroad for a 
semester next year?

If you have received confirmation that you will be 
abroad for FALL -You should not participate in the 
housing lottery. 
If you don’t know if you will be abroad for SPRING
yet -You should participate in the lottery and secure 
a room for the fall semester. 

How many housing 
preferences should I 
add?

You should preference as many properties/room 
groupings as you would be willing to live in. If you 
only preference one or two options, you may fall out 
of lottery resulting in Residence Life randomly 
assigning you to a housing assignment.

What if I don't get 
the property or 
Residence Hall 
assignment I want?

You should plan to attend the House Swap.  At the 
Swap, Residence Life will do their best to adjust 
assignments to meet requests as much as possible. 
Beyond this, all assignments are final through the 
summer and the first 2 weeks of class in the Fall.

I have more 
questions.  Who 
should I contact?

You should come to an Information Session or one of 
the tour events if at all possible. If none of the times 
work for your schedule, please feel free to contact 
Residence Life at housing@wittenberg.edu or 
937-327-7800 for assistance.

mailto:housing@wittenberg.edu


FO
R

M
S

 A
N

D
 

C
O

N
TA

C
T

 IN
FO

wittenberg.edu/reslife

Where can I find. . .
FAQ Answer

The Lottery Site http://housing.wittenberg.edu/

Campus Ministries 
or Eco House 
Application

www.wittenberg.edu/reslife
Scroll down and look on the right side of the page
Select “Forms and Resources”
It will appear under Housing Forms

Help Getting a Hold 
Cleared or Account 
Information

Student Accounts: 937-327-7003
Library Circulation:  937-327-7511
Dean of Students:  937-327-7806
Registrar:  937-327-6131

Housing Release
Form

www.wittenberg.edu/reslife
Scroll down and look on the right side of the page
Select “Forms and Resources”
It will appear under Housing Forms

Missing emails 
about the Lottery

All Lottery emails go to your Wittenberg email
1. If your Wittenberg mailbox is full, delete old    
messages to make room for new messages
2. Check your Spam or Junk folder – sometimes  
messages are sent there. If so, mark it as a safe    
sender to prevent it from happening in the future
If this does not correct the problem, contact 
Residence Life at 937-327-7800 
or Solutions Center at 937-525-3801

Information about 
ADA Housing or my 
ESA / Service Animal

Contact Jamie Rippey, Accessibility Services 
Coordinator, at (937) 327-7870 or via email at 
rippeyj@wittenberg.edu

Help with other 
questions

Attend an Information Session
Or email Residence Life at housing@wittenberg.edu
or call 937-327-7800 for assistance

http://housing.wittenberg.edu/
http://www.wittenberg.edu/reslife
http://www.wittenberg.edu/reslife
mailto:housing@wittenberg.edu

